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The green bamboo curtain
and a green and gold landscape
scroll reflected in the mirrors
went on swinging back and forth
in the wind -one could get dizzy
When she

the green bamboo

watching it for long.
looked again,
curtain had faded, the green
and gold landscape was replaced
by a photograph of her deceased
husband, and the woman in the
mirror was ten years older. (The
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when huqin wails on a night of
ten thousand lamps, the bow slides
back and forth, drawing forth a
tale too desolate for words—oh,
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Sometimes it rained in the
park. Ch’ang-an would open her
umbrella and Shih-fang would
hold it for her. Upon the
translucent blue silk umbrella

myriad raindrops twinkled like a

skyful of stars that would follow
them about later on the taxi’s
glistening front window of crushed
silver and, as the car ran through
red and green lights, a nestful
of red stars would fly humming
outside the window and a nestful
of green stars. (The Golden
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