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Flag On every country, you’ll ﬁnd the country’s ﬂagPicture symbols You will ﬁnd picture symbols of a country’s produce, industry, sports, and activities plotted on each country map. Look at the key to ﬁnd what each symbol meansPicture features Pictures with text pick out a country’s special features, including historic sites, animals, and natural wondersBordering countries Around the edges of the map you can see all the bordering countriesPage numbers The circles are color-coded for each continent, so you know which continent you  are inHistory and culture These photographs show historical and cultural features that are unique to that countryHOW TOREAD
 
THE MAPS
A map is a drawing that gives an instant impression of a place. The maps in this book show many of the world’s countries plotted with rivers, mountains, forests, and cities. Places of interest These photographs zoom in on a city, building, or landscape and show where it is on the mapLanguage You will ﬁnd speech bubbles that say “Hello” or “Good-bye” in the country’s main languageCities Towns and cities featured on the map are marked with a blue outlineCapital A country’s capital city is marked with a red outlineScale The scale indicates the size of the country and the distances between diﬀerent points on the mapProduce Close-up photographs show food, drink, and other goods that a country producesRivers A country’s most important rivers are shown on each map458PYRENEESMASSIF CENTRALCheese and wineMore than 400 diﬀerent cheeses are made  in France. Almost every area has its own type, ranging from soft cheeses, such as Camembert, to hard and even blue cheeses. France also produces some of the world’s best wines,  made from the juice of black or white grapes. Sunﬂowers are grown in the south. Their seeds are pressed to make oil. CalaisLe HavreLensLilleLyonSt. Étienne DijonReimsAvignonNantesRennesLe MansRouenBordeauxFRANCE
France is known worldwide for its food, wine,  and beautiful countryside. Today, most French people live in towns and cities. France is highly industrialized and has one of the fastest train networks, the TGV. The arts, such as painting,  and sports, particularly cycling, are very popular. Château de ChambordEiffel TowerFRANCECarnacstonesBayeuxTapestryMont-Saint- MichelVimy MemorialPont du GardPérigordtrufflesLascaux cavesBrown bearMillau ViaductFlamingosCamargue horsesVolcans d’AuvergneChannel TunnelENGLISH CHANNELATLANTICOCEAN100 kilometersSCALE0050 miles100 milesSeineSunflowerGrapesCamembert cheeseSPAINANDORRAUNITED KINGDOMBELGIUMLUXEMBCompleted in 1889, this iron tower is 1,063 ft (324 m) tall, including the TV antenna that was added to the topFlamingos sieve salt water through their bills to feed on tiny animals and plantsThis is the largest and grandest château in the LoireAbout 3,000 big stones were placed in rows at this ancient site more than 5,000 years ago People can walk to the abbey and houses on this island during low tidesThis medieval tapestry shows the story of the Norman conquest of England in 1066This monument is in memory of all the Canadians who loslives in World War I (1914–18)The world’s highest bridge is 1,125 ft (343 m)—even taller than the Eiﬀel TowerHumans painted horses and wild cattle on cave walls more than 17,000 years agoThe Romans built this aqueduct bridge to transport water across the riverDijon is famous  for its mustard,  which was ﬁrst  made there  in 1856Volcanoes in this nature park last erupted 6,000 years agoThese edible fungi sell for hundreds of dollars per poundBears from Slovenia were moved to the Pyrenees after the last local bear died in 2006  These wild goats livon mountain slopes ArtMillions of people visit France’s museums every year to see paintings and sculptures by artists such as Claude Monet and Auguste Rodin.Water Lilies, by MonetPerpignanMontpellierLoireSaôneRhôneGaronneDordogneLoire châteauxThe Loire Valley is famous for its 42 châteaux, or large country houses. Château de Chenonceau sits across the Cher River on a row of arches.  ParisToulouseOrléansBonjour!Hello
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Compass The compass always points north (N) in line with the map and also shows the direction of south (S), east (E), and west (W)Continent maps The continent maps are colored to show every country in each continent. Photographs show the continent’s major features.Habitats These colors and symbols  show the diﬀerent habitats,  or landscapes, of each country.Hot deserts Hot deserts are dry and sandy areas and few plants grow here.  Cold deserts These are dry stretches of land with low temperatures, such as the Gobi in Asia.  Snow and ice Frozen areas are found high in the mountains and near the North and South poles. Mountains High, rugged mountainous areas are often covered with snow. Oceans and seas Water surround the  seven continents.Scrubland Low-lying plants and grasses grow in scrubland areas, such as in southern Spain. Wetland Wetlands are marshy, swampy areas, such as the Pantanal in Brazil. Grassland Grasslands are ﬂat, grassy plains with few trees, such  as the savanna of Africa.  Tropical Rain forests, such as the Amazon, grow in warm and wet tropical areas.   Deciduous forests These forests have trees  that lose their leaves in the fall and winter. Coniferous forests These forests are made  up of evergreen trees like  pines that keep their leaves in winter.Key Every country map has a key listing major features, such as produce and industry, that relate to the picture symbols on the mapCountry borders Borders The borders between countries are shown with  a red line of dashes. Disputed borders Some countries disagree about where the border between them should be. These borders are shown with a dotted line.5Independent states Small independent states, such as Monaco, are shown with a red border and a solid red dot, and the name is in capital letters. 1110NORTH AMERICAThe landscape of North America ranges from the icy, snow-covered wilderness of northern Canada to the tropical countries of Central America and the sunny islands of the Caribbean. In between are vast areas of open grasslands, steep mountains, and hot, dry deserts. Monument ValleyThis valley, which is famous for its amazing rock formations, lies on the border line between the states of Arizona and Utah in the US.Rocky MountainsThis dramatic mountain range  is one of the longest in the world. It stretches more than 3,000 miles (4,800 km) from British Columbia in Canada down through the US as far  as New Mexico.Mexico CityThis vibrant, modern city was built on the ruins of an ancient Aztec settlement. It is one of  the world’s biggest cities.Hawaiian volcanoesHawaii is known for its rugged, volcanic landscape. It is home to two active volcanoes: Kīlauea and Mauna Loa. Caribbean beachMany of the islands of the Caribbean have white sand and warm waters, and tourism is an important industry here.NSEWNunavutNorthwest  TerritoriesYukon TerritoryAlbertaSaskatchewanManitobaBritish ColumbiaOntarioQuébecPrince Edward IslandMaineOhioMichiganMontanaWyomingColoradoNew MexicoArizonaUtahNevadaIdahoOregonWashingtonCaliforniaIowaFloridaMinnesotaWisconsinNew YorkMassachusettsNew HampshireRhode IslandConnecticutVirginiaPennsylvaniaNew JerseyDelawareNorth CarolinaSouth CarolinaGeorgiaAlabamaMississippiKentuckyMissouriLouisianaArkansasOklahomaKansasTexasNebraskaSouthDakotaNorthDakotaTennesseeMarylandWest VirginiaIndianaIllinoisVermontNova ScotiaNew BrunswickPACIFIC OCEANBELIZEJAMAICACURACAO (NETHERLANDS)ARUBA (NETHERLANDS)CUBAHAITIANTIGUA & BARBUDAMONTSERRAT (UNITED KINGDOM)ST. KITTS & NEVISDOMINICAMARTINIQUE (FRANCE)BARBADOSST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINESTRINIDAD & TOBAGOGRENADAST. LUCIAUS VIRGIN ISLANDS (UNITED STATES)BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS (UNITED KINGDOM)ANGUILLA (UNITED KINGDOM)BAHAMASPUERTO RICO (UNITED STATES)BERMUDA (UNITED KINGDOM)ST. PIERRE & MIQUELON (FRANCE)HAWAII (UNITED STATES)ALASKA (UNITED STATES)DOMINICAN REPUBLICNICARAGUAPANAMACOSTA RICAEL SALVADORHONDURASATLANTIC OCEANCARIBBEAN SEACANADAUNITED STATES    OF AMERICA (USA)MEXICOGUATEMALABERING SEAARCTIC OCEANGULF OF MEXICOBEAUFORT SEASCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 milesNew YorkThe city of New York is  the largest in the US. Many people who live here travel from the suburbs to work in the high-rise oﬃce buildings of Manhattan in the center of the city.Newfoundland & Labrador 59ALPSOutdoor marketsEvery French village and town has an outdoor market that opens at least one day  a week. People can buy fresh fruits and vegetables grown  at nearby farms and local produce, such as cheese.GrenobleStrasbourgToulonvignonTGVAlpine ibexCamargue horsesAu revoir!Good-byeCorsicaKEYNuclear powerAircraft manufactureFishingCarsGERMANYSWITZERLANDMBOURGITALYThe southeast coast is famous for its seaside resorts and the Cannes Film FestivalMonaco is a small city-state that is independent  from FranceHigh-speed trains connect France’s major citiesNapoleon Bonaparte was born in Corsica in 1769. He became emperor of France in 1804 and died in 1821his monument is in memory of ho lost their ar I (1914–18)These semi-wild horses live in the marshes of the Camarguehese wild goats live on mountain slopes French street marketINDUSTRYNSEWMarseilleNicePRODUCEACTIVITIESVineyardsSunflowersCattleWheatApplesCheeseChampagneShellfishPigsMountain climbingSkiingCyclingSurfingFrench RivieraTour de FranceThe world’s most famous bicycle race lasts for three weeks and passes through the Alps and Pyrenees before ﬁnishing in Paris.MEDITERRANEAN SEAMONACOCoffeeCroissantsCafé cultureFrench people enjoy meeting  up with their friends in cafés.  They often have a croissant  (a flaky pastry) and coﬀee for breakfast. In the evenings, popular drinks include beer, wine, or  champagne (a sparkling wine). 
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6NORTH AMERICASOUTH AMERICAARCTIC OCEANATLANTICOCEANATLANTICOCEANPACIFICOCEANSOUTHERN OCEANTHE WORLD
This is a ﬂat map of our round Earth. Land covers about a third of Earth’s surface. This land is broken up into seven large blocks called continents. Water makes up the rest of the Earth and is divided into ﬁve major areas, called oceans. North America This huge continent lies wholly in the northern half (hemisphere) of the world. It includes Greenland, which lies above the Arctic Circle. South America This continent lies mainly in the southern hemisphere of the world. North, Central, and South America are together known as the Americas.Equator This is an imaginary line that goes round the middle of the Earth, dividing it into two halves, called the north and south hemispheres.Antarctica This is the most southern of all the continents. It is covered in frozen ice and hardly anybody lives here.
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 7ASIAAUSTRALASIAAFRICAANTARCTICAEUROPEARCTIC OCEANINDIANOCEANPACIFICOCEANSOUTHERN OCEANAfrica Africa is the world’s second largest continent and the second most populated one.Australasia This is the world’s smallest continent. It includes the world’s biggest island, Australia, and many small islands in the Paciﬁc Ocean.Asia This is the largest continent in the world and the one with the biggest population.Europe Europe is the second smallest continent, yet has the third biggest population.
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3. In which Canadian city is the CN Tower found?1. Into which mountain is this sculpture carved?2. The merengue  is the national dance of which Caribbean country?4. In which  country would you ﬁnd this ancient Pyramid of the Sun?
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7. Who were the  ﬁrst people to  settle in northern Canada?6. Which river  ﬂows through the Grand Canyon?8. Which canal connects the  world’s two  biggest oceans?5. In which  American city will  you see yellow taxis?NORTH AMERICA
Canada, the United States of America (USA), Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean islands make up North America. This vast continent was ﬁrst settled  by Native American people before the arrival of Europeans and people from other parts of the world. You can ﬁnd all  the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.
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10NORTH 
AMERICA
The landscape of North America ranges from the icy, snow-covered wilderness of northern Canada to the tropical countries of Central America and the sunny islands of the Caribbean. In between are vast areas of open grasslands, steep mountains, and hot, dry deserts. Monument ValleyThis valley, which is famous for its amazing rock formations, lies on the border line between the states of Arizona and Utah in the US.Rocky MountainsThis dramatic mountain range  is one of the longest in the world. It stretches more than 3,000 miles (4,800 km) from British Columbia in Canada down through the US as far  as New Mexico.Mexico CityThis vibrant, modern city was built on the ruins of an ancient Aztec settlement. It is one of  the world’s biggest cities.Hawaiian volcanoesHawaii is known for its rugged, volcanic landscape. It is home to two active volcanoes: Kīlauea and Mauna Loa. Northwest  TerritoriesYukon TerritoryAlbertaBritish ColumbiaMontanaArizonaUtahNevadaIdahoOregonWashingtonCaliforniaPACIFIC OCEANHAWAII (UNITED STATES)ALASKA (UNITED STATES)UNITED STATES BERING SEAARCTIC OCEANBEAUFORT SEA
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 11Caribbean beachMany of the islands of the Caribbean have white sand and warm waters, and tourism is an important industry here.NSEWNunavutSaskatchewanManitobaOntarioQuébecPrince Edward IslandMaineOhioMichiganWyomingColoradoNew MexicoIowaFloridaMinnesotaWisconsinNew YorkMassachusettsNew HampshireRhode IslandConnecticutVirginiaPennsylvaniaNew JerseyDelawareNorth CarolinaSouth CarolinaGeorgiaAlabamaMississippiKentuckyMissouriLouisianaArkansasOklahomaKansasTexasNebraskaSouthDakotaNorthDakotaTennesseeMarylandWest VirginiaIndianaIllinoisVermontNova ScotiaNew BrunswickBELIZEJAMAICACURACAO (NETHERLANDS)ARUBA (NETHERLANDS)CUBAHAITIANTIGUA & BARBUDAMONTSERRAT (UNITED KINGDOM)ST. KITTS & NEVISDOMINICAMARTINIQUE (FRANCE)BARBADOSST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINESTRINIDAD & TOBAGOGRENADAST. LUCIAUS VIRGIN ISLANDS (UNITED STATES)BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS (UNITED KINGDOM)ANGUILLA (UNITED KINGDOM)BAHAMASPUERTO RICO (UNITED STATES)BERMUDA (UNITED KINGDOM)ST. PIERRE & MIQUELON (FRANCE)DOMINICAN REPUBLICNICARAGUAPANAMACOSTA RICAEL SALVADORHONDURASATLANTIC OCEANCARIBBEAN SEACANADA  OF AMERICA (USA)MEXICOGUATEMALAGULF OF MEXICOSCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 milesNew YorkThe city of New York is  the largest in the US. Many people who live here travel from the suburbs to work in the high-rise oﬃce buildings of Manhattan in the center of the city.Newfoundland & Labrador
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12CANADA
 
AND ALASKA
Canada is the world’s second largest country. It has huge mountain ranges, wide and vast forests, and bustling cities. It is also rich in oil and mineral resources, as is Alaska, the biggest state in the US. VictoriaWhitehorseAnchorageFairbanksPrudhoe BayValdezDinosaur ProvincialParkTotem poleVancouverCalgaryCanadian MountieCalgary StampedeDenaliSea otterLine fishingInuit drummersCurlingTrans-AlaskaPipelineAlaska (USA)Ice hockeyThis fast-moving sport is very popular in Canada and can be played on ice rinks or frozen lakes. Both the women’s and men’s teams have won more Olympic gold medals than any other nation.The Inuit were the first people to settle in north Canada; they play drums at special events and celebrationsThe Mounties police force wear red jackets on special occasionsThe first people of Canada carved wooden totem poles to show their cultural beliefsThis sport is played with sliding stones on a sheet of iceWell-preserved dinosaur fossils have been found in this parkEdmontonAlaskan rivers are full of trout and other ﬁshAt 20,310 ft (6,190 m)  Denali is the highest mountain in North AmericaThe Alaskan coast is home to groups of sea otters, which rest ﬂoating on their backsOil is carried across Alaska from the north coast to the south by the Trans-Alaska PipelineBEAUFORT SEAPACIFIC OCEANPelly YukonGrizzly bearIn the rivers of Alaska and western Canada, grizzly bears  catch salmon as the ﬁsh swim  and leap upstream in the fall.YellowknifeROCKY MOUNTAINSCOAST MOUNTAINSGreat Bear LakeGreat Slave LakeARCTIC OCEANHaida figurinesVancouver coastVancouver is an exciting, international city that is surrounded by nature.  It is often voted as one of the best places in the world  to live. Haida portrait ﬁgures made from wood KEYPRODUCECoal OilUraniumAircraftFishingAluminumCarsGoldSilverLumberTechnologyGasDiamondsPaper millsHikingACTIVITIESSkiingFirst peopleThe Haida were among the ﬁrst people to live in Canada before the arrival of Europeans. “Haida” means “person,” and they live on the Paciﬁc Northwest Coast.INDUSTRYWheatCornDried beans and legumesSCALE250 kilometers00250 milesDefending the netJuneauMackenzieWheelchair basketballMore than one million people come to this big rodeo festival every JulyWheelchair basketball is  played throughout North America
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Canadian goodsCanada is famous for its maple syrup, which is made from the sap of the sugar maple tree. Canola oil is used for cooking, flax is grown for its seeds and ﬁbers, and lobsters live in the cool waters off the east coast. TorontoMontréalLondonHalifaxReginaCN TowerChâteau FrontenacQuébec CityFrederictonBay of FundyCharlottetownMooseBeaverWinnipegLacrosseCanadian footballLucy Maud MontgomeryPrince Edward IslandCANADAIqaluitCanola oilFlax seedsGREENLANDHUDSON BAYThis Toronto landmark gives fantastic views of the cityThis grand hotel stands just inside the walls of Old Québec City. It opened in 1893This author wrote children’s books about Anne of Green Gables, and most were set in Prince Edward IslandThis popular sport is similar to football in  the US, but played by teams of 12Players use a lacrosse stick to catch and hold a rubber ball in this team sportA male moose’s antlers may span  6½ ft (2 m)Beavers fell trees and build dams across riversThe Arctic Circle marks the edge of the Arctic regionSt. John’sBAFFIN BAYUNITED STATES OF AMERICAOttawaNiagara FallsOn the border of Canada and the US are the huge Niagara Falls. Water ﬂows over the Horseshoe, American, and Bridal Veil waterfalls.Arctic CircleLake SuperiorLakeHuronLake ErieLobsterFlaxStreet cyclingBonjour!HelloHello!This bay has the highest tides in the world, which have created amazing rock shapesMaple syrupNSEWTour de l’Île de MontréalEvery year the French Canadian city of  Montréal celebrates the Tour de l’Île de Montréal,  a series of major street cycling events.


[image: background image]
SCALE200 kilometers00200 milesNative AmericansThe Navajo, from Arizona and New Mexico in the Southwest, are the largest Native American group in the USA.HawaiiCANADAMEXICOHonoluluUSA
The United States of America (USA) is a huge and inﬂuential country made up of 50 states. It has wide stretches of wilderness as well as big, modern cities. The landscape is a mix of vast plains, high mountain ranges, deserts, and wetlands. Many people from  all over the world have made their home here. Aloha!Hello or good-byeGolden Gate BridgeThis huge suspension bridge spans  the Golden Gate, a strait, or narrow sea channel, between San Francisco Bay and the  Paciﬁc Ocean. Cable cars run up and down the steep hills of San FranciscoYellowstoneNational ParkPACIFIC OCEANTornado AlleyCowboyMount RushmoreAmerican BisonGrand CanyonQuaking aspenPueblo Eagle DanceThis dance performed by the Pueblo people of Colorado represents the ﬂight of eagles Giant sequoia trees grow in this national parkThis is the highest waterfall in Yosemite National ParkYosemite FallsCable carsSequoia National ParkGREAT PLAINSUNITED STATES  ROCKY MOUNTAINSThis large majestic eagle is a symbol of the USSeattleBald eagleDenverSalt Lake CityLos AngelesSanta FeSan DiegoNavajo girls in traditional clothesThis sculpture carved into a mountain shows the faces of four US presidentsYellowstone is the world’s oldest national park and inside the park is a huge geyser called “Old Faithful”Big powerful bison once roamed the plains in large herdsTornado Alley is so named because lots of tornadoes  occur here Cowboys are skilled horse riders who herd cattleThis steep-sided canyon was carved by the Colorado RiverThese golden-leaved trees grow throughout North AmericaPhoenixSan FranciscoColoradoRio Grande     SnakePecosColumbiaGREATBASINDESERTHawaii The islands of Hawaii, in the Paciﬁc Ocean, became the 50th US state in 1959 This is Walt Disney’s original theme park; it features rides, displays, and characters from Disney filmsDisneyland ParkThe USA has won  the most medals in the Paralympic Games, and swimmer Trischa Zorn  is the most successful athlete in the history  of these GamesStars embedded in the sidewalks of Hollywood celebrate famous entertainersHollywood’s Walk of FameParalympic Games
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 15The White House Gateway ArchStatue of LibertyYellow taxiLiberty BellFootballBasketballMississippi steamboatGrand Ole OpryLouis ArmstrongIndependence DayThe Fourth of July is a holiday that marks the day in 1776 when the US became independent from Britain. People celebrate with ﬁrework displays.Thanksgiving Family and friends gather to give thanks for the blessing of the harvest at Thanksgiving in November.Jack-o’-lanternBaseball glove and ballThis statue in New York Harbor was a gift from FrancePhiladelphia’s Liberty Bell  stands as a symbol of America’s  ﬁght for  independenceATLANTIC OCEANGULF OF MEXICO  OF AMERICAAPPALACHIANMOUNTAINSBostonNew YorkPhiladelphiaYellow taxi cabs ﬁll the streets of New York CityThis jazz trumpeter and singer was born in New Orleans and became popular worldwideTurkey is traditionally eaten at Thanksgiving as part of a big mealHalloweenThe festival of Halloween is celebrated every year on October 31, when children dress up in costumes and and go from house to house trick-or-treating for candy and other treats.Independence Day celebrations This is the world’s tallest arch and is a symbol of St. LouisIn this tough sport the players wear protective equipment and score touchdownsBoats with paddle wheels powered by steam travel down the MississippiThis sport is played by two teams of ﬁve; points are awarded for shooting the ball into a basketUS space missions are launched from hereKennedy Space CenterThe EvergladesTourists travel in airboats to explore the tropical wetlands of South FloridaThis is the oﬃcial home of the US presidentThis popular country music concert is held every week in NashvilleSt. LouisTennisThe US Open tennis tournament is played at Flushing Meadows in New YorkNashvilleMississippi       Missouri Washington, DCLake SuperiorLake ErieLake OntarioLake HuronLakeMichiganKEYFishingCoalOilGoldWind farmsCarsElectronicsNuclearINDUSTRYPRODUCEACTIVITIESOrangesWheatCornVineyardsAlmondsPeanutsWatermelonsApplesCottonCattleRaisinsRiceGolfSkiingSurfingVolcanoesEarthquakesNATURAL FEATURESDetroitIndianapolisAtlantaMiamiDallasSan AntonioNew OrleansHoustonHello!NSEWWillisTowerChicago is known for its skyscrapers.  The 108-story  Willis Tower is  one of the world’s tallest buildingsBaseballThis is one of the most popular sports in the US. It is played between two teams that take turns batting and ﬁelding.ChicagoToni Morrison wrote  novels about the lives and  culture of Black Americans.  She won the Nobel Prize  for Literature in 1993Toni Morrison
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Copper CanyonThis is a group of deep canyons formed by six rivers. The walls of the canyons are copper- and green-colored, giving them their name.SCALE150 kilometers00150 milesNSEWMEXICO
The Aztec and Mayan peoples originated in Mexico. The remains of their temples still stand. Today, this Spanish-speaking country is home to ﬁery, chili-ﬂavored foods. The landscape is a mix of desert, mountains, and tropical forests. The capital, Mexico City, is one of the largest cities in the world.El ArcoBrown pelicanSaguaro cactusBlue agaveAztec ornamentThe Aztecs lived in Central Mexico during the 14th to 16th centuries. They were known for their ﬁne art and architecture, and they made beautiful jewelry and ornaments. PACIFIC OCEANGULF OFCALIFORNIACuidad JuárezUNITED STATES OF AMERICAThis treelike cactus can live in the  desert for more  than 150 yearsIf you sail directly south from this rock formation, the ﬁrst land you reach will be AntarcticaThe heart of this plant is used to make the alcoholic drink tequilaThis small species of pelican is found in coastal areas of the AmericasRio ConchosRio FuerteRio San PedroRio LermaKEYFishingOilCarsINDUSTRYPRODUCENATURAL RESOURCESNATURAL FEATURESCornChili peppersLimesOrangesGrapefruitCoffeeCocoaCottonAvocadosGoldSilverCopperVolcanoesEarthquakesSIERRA MADRE OCCIDENTALSONORANDESERTCHIHUAHUA DESERTLa PazLos MochisTijuanaHola!HelloDurangoChihuahuaGuadalajaraAztec ornament covered with turquoiseBAJA CALIFORNIA PENINSULA
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 17Pyramid of the SunEl CastilloOlmec headsMetropolitanCathedralPico de OrizabaArmadilloMEXICOButterﬂy reserveEvery year in the fall, thousands of monarch butterﬂies migrate (move) from northern North America to Mexico.  The Monarch Butterﬂy Biosphere Reserve, northwest of Mexico City, protects these butterﬂies during the winter.Day of the DeadOn this Mexican holiday, family and friends gather to pray and remember people who have died. Parades are held and colorful puppets are made in the shape of skeletons.Spicy foodMexican food can be very spicy and often includes hot chili peppers. Tacos are a popular dish—they are corn or ﬂour tortillas (a soft or crispy ﬂatbread) ﬁlled with beef, chicken, or ﬁsh. These candies in the shape of skulls are  given to celebrate the Day of the DeadLucha LibreLucha Libre, which means ”free wrestling,” is a special type of wrestling. Fighters wear dramatic costumes, including masks that  hide their identities.This pyramid is  one of the largest ancient buildings  in the AmericasThis is the largest cathedral in the AmericasThis temple was built by the Mayan civilization more  than 1,000 years agoThese giant stone heads were carved 3,000 years agoVeracruzThis volcano is the highest mountain in MexicoGULF OF MEXICOGUATEMALABELIZEArmadillos are protected by their bony armor and leathery skinBoxingBoxing is a major sport and Mexico has produced many male and female world champion boxersRio GrandePalenqueThis abandoned Mayan city in southern Mexico thrived from 500–700 . Many of the remains  are still covered by jungle.Mexico CitySIERRA MADRE ORIENTALPueblaCancÙnMonterreyOaxacaCampecheAcapulcoMasked wrestlersMonarch butterﬂiesLeónSkeleton puppetAvocadosTacosLimesPENINSULAYUCATAN


[image: background image]
Resplendent quetzalQuetzals live in the mountainous forests of Central and South America. The brilliantly colored quetzal is the national  bird of Guatemala.MarimbaSpider monkeyWhite-water raftingGrand Cathedral, GranadaRed-eyedtree frogPanama CanalHarpy eagleMonteverde Forest ReserveBaird’s tapirPACIFIC OCEANCARIBBEAN SEACENTRAL
 
AMERICA
Central America is a narrow strip of land that links North and South America. The climate is warm and wet, and the lush fertile land is ideal for growing crops, such as bananas and coﬀee beans. Most of  the people in Central America speak Spanish. NSEWPANAMACOSTA RICANICARAGUAHONDURASGUATEMALAKEYPRODUCECoconutsCoffee beansSugar caneBananasCattleCocoaBaseballACTIVITIESFruit and nutsLarge farms, called plantations, are found throughout Central America. They grow tropical fruits and nuts such as juicy pineapples and delicious coconuts.PineappleCoconutChichicastenangoStreet marketsThe town of Chichicastenango in Guatemala holds a street market that draws in crowds of people. Market stalls sell traditional Mayan crafts, including colorful textiles. Masked dancersFestival of PoetryMasked dancers take part in this festival in Granada in Nicaragua, which attracts poets from all over the world.Here visitors can learn all about wet, tropical cloud forests by walking along hanging bridges high up in the treesRiver rapids in Honduras are popular for white-water raftingThese bright green tree frogs are only found in Central America’s rain forestsThese musical  instruments have  wooden bars that the  player hits with small malletsThese shy animals feed on rain forest foods of leaves, fruits,  and grassesNimble spider monkeys live in tropical rain forests and use their long arms to swing between treesThis canal connects the world’s two biggest oceans, the Paciﬁc and the AtlanticThese agile eagles hunt monkeys and other rain forest animalsThis cathedral has a series of underground tunnels that connect to other churches around the cityEL SALVADORPanama CityLeónINDUSTRYGoldLake NicaraguaMEXICOGranadaSan Pedro SulaGuatemala CitySan SalvadorTegucigalpaManaguaSan JoséNATURAL FEATURESGreen turtlesSCALE0100 kilometersBELIZE100 miles0Hola!Hello
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 19Greater AntillesLesser AntillesCARIBBEAN SEAATLANTIC OCEANUSACOLOMBIATHE 
CARIBBEAN
Golden beaches, coral reefs, carnivals, and festivals are all part of life in the Caribbean. This group of small island nations lies between North and South America. The islands have a tropical climate and  are surrounded by warm seas.NSEWGuantánamoBAHAMASDOMINICAN REPUBLICPuertoRicoTRINIDAD AND TOBAGOJAMAICAHAITICUBABlue marlinKapok treeIron MarketMerengue dancingCemi MuseumSwimming pigsWild pigs live on the beach on Big Major Cay, an island in the Bahamas. They sometimes go swimming in the crystal-clear waters.Moko JumbiesStilt walkers called Moko Jumbies wear colorful costumes and dance in festivals such as the Trinidad and Tobago Carnival.Havana Ballet FestivalCuban and other dancers from all over the world take part in this festival in Havana. It is one of the longest-running ballet festivals in the world.These rain forest trees can reach heights of  200 ft (60 m) This landmark was  rebuilt after it was damaged in an earthquake in 2010This unique museum houses ancient Puerto Rican religious objectsThis ﬁsh uses its pointed bill to catch other ﬁsh and is a symbol of the BahamasCuban ballerinasTasty foodCaribbean food is full of ﬂavor. Pelau is a delicious rice dish, and plantains (bananas) are fried and eaten with savory meals. The national dance of the Dominican Republic is the merengueHavanaNassauPort-au-PrinceSanto DomingoKEYPRODUCECattleCornSugar caneNATURAL FEATURESINDUSTRYFinanceCoral reefGreen  turtlesCricketSailingBaseballScuba divingACTIVITIESPelauFried plantainKingstonSCALE100 miles00100 kilometersPort-of-Spain
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POLAR AND SUBARCTICPOLAR AND SUBARCTICTEMPERATEDESERTSUBTROPICALMEDITERRANEANTROPICALKEYMEDITERRANEANDESERTTEMPERATESUBTROPICALTROPICALThe climate around the North and South Poles is freezing cold and icy. Subarctic regions lie south of the North Pole, where the climate is a little warmer and some plants can survive.Regions close to the Mediterranean  Sea have hot, dry summers and cool, wet winters. This type of climate also describes places with similar weather patterns, such as California.A desert climate is dry, with very little rainfall each year. Many deserts are very hot in the day and cold at night. Only a few plants and animals can survive in this harsh climate.Areas with a temperate climate,  such as the British Isles, have warm summers and cool winters. This kind of climate suits deciduous trees, which lose their leaves in winter.Hot regions of the world with dry  and rainy seasons have a subtropical climate. African savannas, which are large grasslands with few trees, have this kind of climate. A tropical climate is hot and rainy. Regions with this kind of climate are near the equator. Dense rain forests grow here. The Amazon rain forest is an example of a tropical region.The world is getting  warmer. The average temperature has risen by 2°F (1.1°C) since 1880 due to human activity such as burning oil and coal. CLIMATES
The weather that is typical of an area is called a climate. Climates vary around the world. The polar regions at the top and bottom of the Earth are the coldest places. Moving toward the equator, the climate gets warmer. Diﬀerent animals and plants are suited to diﬀerent types of climate.20COLDEST CONTINENTAntarctica is the coldest continent in the world. Temperatures here can drop as low as  -128.5°F (-89.2°C).
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Five driest places Nothing grows in very dry areas because there is so little rain each year. Antarctica is the driest continent, and it is also the coldest and windiest.Hot and cold places The hottest places on Earth are in desert regions. They are hotter than tropical areas, because there are no clouds to block the Sun. The coldest places are polar regions. They get less sunlight than other places.Five rainiest places A state called Meghalaya in India has the world’s highest rainfall each year. Here, seasonal winds called monsoons bring heavy rains. Other very wet places in the world are in rain forests or lush, hilly countryside.Death Valley,California134˚F (56.7˚C)Kebili,Tunisia131˚F (55˚C) Tirat Tsvi, Israel129˚F (54˚C)Sulaibiya, Kuwait128.3˚F (53.5˚C)Mohenjo-daro, Pakistan128.3˚F (53.5˚C) Snag, Yukon,  Canada-81.4˚F (-63˚C)Oymyakon,  Russia-90˚F  (-67.7˚C)464 in (11,777 mm)  467½ in (11,871 mm)  463½ in (11,770 mm) 453½ in (11,516 mm)  411½ in (10,450 mm) South Pole,  Antarctica-117˚F (-82.8˚C)Vostok Station,  Antarctica-128.5˚F (-89.2˚C)Cherrapunji, Meghalaya state, IndiaMawsynram, Meghalaya state, IndiaTutendo, ColombiaCropp River, South Island,New ZealandSan Antonio de Ureca,Bioko Island, equatorial Guinea 21Klinck,  Greenland-93.3˚F (-69.6˚C)1. Dry Valleys, AntarcticaNo rain at all4. Aswan, Egypt0.0339 in (0.861 mm)  2. Atacama Desert, Chile0.03 in (0.76 mm)  3. Al-Kufrah, Libya0.0338 in (0.860 mm)  5. Luxor, Egypt0.034 in (0.862 mm)  
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1. In which city  would you ﬁnd this giant statue?3. This cathedral  is found in which country?2. Which range  of mountains  does this bird  soar over?4. Huaso rodeo  is very popular in which long, thin country?
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5. Which country  has won the men’s soccer World Cup the most times?SOUTH AMERICA
From the high Andes to the huge Amazon rain forest, South America has a varied and colorful landscape.  Here, people are passionate about everything from  soccer to carnivals. This continent is a unique blend of  Latin culture and the traditions of the Indigenous peoples.6. In which  country can you  see this ﬂightless bird?7. What is the name of this Peruvian bear?8. Which country   is this popular pet  a native of?You can ﬁnd all  the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.
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DRAKE PASSAGESOUTH 
AMERICA
South America stretches from the tropical Caribbean Sea in the north to the icy Southern Ocean in the south. The world’s largest forest, the Amazon rain forest, covers most of Brazil and the northern part of the continent.VENEZUELAARGENTINABOLIVIACHILEPERUCOLOMBIAGALÁPAGOS ISLANDS (ECUADOR)CARIBBEAN SEAPACIFIC OCEAN24Amazon riverThis giant river ﬂows through the Amazon rain forest, out into the Atlantic Ocean. It carries more water than any other river in the world.Andes mountainsThis mountain range runs like a spine down the west side of South America.  It is about 5,500 miles (8,900 km) long and is the world’s longest mountain range, stretching from the north of Colombia to the southern  tip of Chile.Lake TiticacaThis deep lake, high up in the Andes mountains, sits on the border between Bolivia and Peru. There are several inhabited islands on the lake, including some ﬂoating, human-made islands, built from reeds. ECUADOR
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NSEWURUGUAYGUYANAPARAGUAYBRAZILFRENCH GUIANA (FRANCE)FALKLAND ISLANDS (UNITED KINGDOM)ATLANTIC OCEANSCOTIA SEASCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 milesSão PauloMore people live in São Paulo than in any other  city in South America. It started as a tiny, isolated village, which was founded by Portuguese settlers  in the 16th century. After gold was discovered nearby in the 1690s, it grew, and this bustling city  is now Brazil’s main business center.PampasThis vast, grassy plain stretches over the eastern  part of Argentina, most of Uruguay, and the extreme south of Brazil. Parts are now farmed and huge quantities of wheat and vegetables grow here.  The grasslands are perfect for rearing animals, including sheep and cattle. Argentine beef is  very popular around the world.SURINAME
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26COLOMBIA AND 
VENEZUELA
Colombia and Venezuela lie in the northwest corner of South America. To the north is the Caribbean Sea and to the south is the Amazon rain forest. These Spanish-speaking countries are rich in emeralds, diamonds, and gold. Bogotá CathedralGiant anteaterPitcher plantSimón BolívarCuidad BolívarScarlet macawThis large, noisy parrot lives in  the rain forests of both Colombia and Venezuela. It eats nuts, seeds, and fruit.Angel FallsThe Angel Falls is the world’s highest waterfall. Water plunges 3,212 ft (979 m) into the rain forest.BarranquillaSan Agustín ParkThis park is home to the largest group of ancient religious monuments in South America. Some of them are nearly 2,000 years old.COLOMBIAVENEZUELAPANAMAECUADORGUYANAThis statue honors Mary, who Christians believe is the mother of Jesus Anteaters feed on ants and termites,lapping them up with their long, sticky tonguesThis cathedral sits in the center of BogotáCARIBBEAN SEAPACIFIC OCEANInsects that land  on this plant are trapped and eaten ValenciaAnacondaBRAZILVirgen de la PazCaucaMagdalenaMetaGuaviareApureCauraCaquetáLake MaracaiboBolívar helped several South American countries, including his  home country of Venezuela, gain independence from the Spanish empireThis snake  can swallow  a deer wholeMaracaiboPastoSantiago de CaliPuerto IníridaTumacoSan CristÓbalPuerto AyacuchoCaracasMitúOrinocoMedellínBogotáINDUSTRYBananasCoffeeCut flowersRiceSugar caneCornOilGasNickelDiamondsPearlsGoldEmeraldsIron orePalm oilACTIVITIESKEYPRODUCEBaseballNATURAL FEATURESEarthquakesVolcanoesPre-Columbian statueHola!HelloSCALE200 kilometers00200 milesPERUNSEW
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PERU
Peru has some stunning scenery, ranging from dense rain forest to snow-capped peaks. The Andes mountain range runs the length of the country and  is a popular destination for hiking. Peru is known  for its brightly colored, traditional textiles and  its delicious ﬁsh and potato dishes. Andean condorChavin archeological siteGuinea pigMonastery of San FranciscoReed boatsSpectacled bearFluteLlamaPotatoes Potatoes are native to Peru. More than 4,000 varieties grow  here and come in many diﬀerent sizes, shapes, and colors, including pink, purple, orange, and yellow.Colorful clothBrightly coloured textiles are woven by the Quechua people who live on farms high up  in the Andes mountains.Quechua textilesEmperor tamarinThis monkey lives in the  Amazon rain forest. Both  male and female adults have  long, white mustaches. Machu PicchuMachu Picchu is an ancient stone city in the Andes. The Inca people once lived here. PERUCOLOMBIAThe cream around this bear’s eyes  make it look like it  is wearing glassesThe tarka is a traditional Andean wooden ﬂute This native of Peru is now a popular pet worldwideSome structures at this site are nearly 3,000 years oldThis magniﬁcent monastery was built by the SpanishLlamas are kept for their meat and wool, and are used for carrying loadsThis large-winged bird lives in the Andes mountainsBRAZILECUADORCHILEPACIFIC OCEANBoats made from dried reeds are  used for ﬁshingBOLIVIAAdiós!GoodbyeAmazonANDESUrubambaLake TiticacaLimaTrujilloArequipaChiclayoYurimaguasIquitosPucallpaCuzcoSugar caneQuinoaINDUSTRYAsparagusCoffeeFishingLumberGoldSilverCopperCottonIron oreACTIVITIESKEYPRODUCEHikingNATURAL FEATURESEarthquakesSCALE200 kilometers00200 milesNSEW
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ManausSão LuísBelémMaceióRecifeAmazon TheaterPiranhaCanoesPink river dolphinToco toucanQualea grandifloraThe bright blue wings  help these large butterﬂies to see each other in the dark forestRain forest lifeThe vast Amazon rain forest is packed with plant and animal life.  An amazing number of insect species live there—about 2.5 million! Indigenous peoplesPeople have lived in the Amazon rain forest for thousands of years. The Yanomami are one of the largest groups. They live in large, circular huts with palm leaf roofs.Morpho butterflySURINAMEGUYANAVENEZUELACOLOMBIAPERUOrangesCoﬀee and orangesBrazil is the world’s largest producer of oranges and coﬀee beans. About  75 percent of the orange crop is turned into juice and exported. There are about 300,000 coﬀee farms across the country, and Brazilian people drink half of the coﬀee they produce.These ﬁsh use  their razor-sharp teeth to eat meat. Local people catch them for foodManaus, in the heart of the jungle, opened its opera house in 1896This rare dolphin likes clean rivers with plenty of ﬁsh to eatSome people use canoes  to travel along the Amazon. Larger boats are used for tourists and tradeThis tree grows in Brazil’s Cerrado, a vast grassland regionA toucan’s huge, colorful bill has many uses, including picking forest fruitATLANTICOCEANFRENCHGUIANACoffee beansAmazonAmazonNegroXinguAraguaiaTocantinsSão FranciscoAMAZON RAIN FORESTPorto VelhoSalvadorNSEWBRAZIL
Brazil is the largest country in South America and has a great variety of people and cultures. Most Brazilian people live in big, densely populated cities and speak Portuguese, the country’s oﬃcial language, while  more than 200 Indigenous groups have their own unique languages.FortalezaSCALE400 kilometers00200 miles400 miles(FRANCE)


[image: background image]
 29São PauloCuritibaSão Miguel MissionSugar Loaf MountainThis domed mountain rises above Rio de Janeiro. Stunning views of the city can be enjoyed by people who take a cable  car to the top of the mountain. Christ the RedeemerBrasília Cathedral Iguaçu FallsThis spectacular series of waterfalls stretches across the border between Brazil and Argentina. The forests surrounding the falls are protected by two national parks.CapybaraEvery jaguar has a unique pattern of spots on its coatSoccerBrazilian people love soccer. The country has won the men’s World Cup more times (ﬁve) than any other country. Many great soccer players come from Brazil, including Pelé  and Marta. ATLANTIC OCEANPARAGUAYARGENTINAURUGUAYCapoeiraThis martial art involves music, dance, and acrobatics. Capoeira was developed in Brazil 500 years ago  by people from West Africa, and it is still a popular sport and type of exercise today.JaguarThis big cat lives in the Amazon rain forest. Jaguars are strong swimmers and have a powerful bite.This rodent is as big  as a large dog and  lives in marchy areas  like the PantanalThis giant statue overlooks the city and is one of Rio’s main landmarksBrasília replaced Rio as the capital in 1960. The modern cathedral looks like a crown of thornsBuilt in 1687, this Catholic church is now a ruinBOLIVIAKEYGoldIronDiamondsOilHydroelectric powerRESOURCESPRODUCECoﬀeeOrangesBananasSoybeansDried beansSugar caneRiceParanáPANTANALLagoados PatosSoccer on the beachGoiâniaBelo HorizonteRio de JaneiroPorto AlegreBrasíliaOlá!HelloAcrobatic movesACTIVITIESSoccer
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AntofagastaARGENTINA
 
AND CHILE
These two countries stretch across the southern part of South America. Between them lie the Andes mountains. Argentina’s dramatic landscape includes the rugged hills of Patagonia, while Chile is a long, thin country with both desert and fertile farmland. ALMA space  observatorySalt lakesManed wolfChiquicamata copper minePampas  grassSantiagoHuaso rodeoSkiingParanáMaipoSaltaAconcaguaThe maned wolf looks  like a small wolf or a  large red fox and is  unique to the grasslands of South AmericaThis mine is one of the largest open-cast (surface)copper mines in the worldOne of the world’s most powerful observatories, which captures images of objects in outer space, is based in the Atacama Desert Salt lakes and other deposits formed in the Atacama Desert when lakes dried outTall species of ﬂowering grass  grow in the lowland grasslands of the PampasRodeo is Chile’s national sport—pairs of riders known as ”Huasos” work together to round up cattleThe snowy slopes  of the Andes are perfect for skiing The successful Argentinian men’s soccer team has  a big rivalry with neighboring BrazilRosarioBermejoATACAMADESERTARGENTINABOLIVIAURUGUAYBRAZILANDESHighest vineyard The highest vineyard in the world lies at 10,200 ft (3,111 m)  in the CalchaquÍ Valley in  northern Argentina.Atacama Desert  The Atacama Desert is one of the driest places on Earth. This strip of land between the Paciﬁc Ocean and the Andes mountains receives little rainfall because the mountains block the rain.Tango dancersLoaPACIFIC OCEANCHILEFertile landThe land of Central Chile is rich  and fertile. Here, fruits, such as juicy peaches, are grown in orchards.  Grapes also ﬂourish, and Chilean  wine is exported all over the world.Argentine tangoThis Latin American style of dance originated in Buenos Aires. Dancers hold one another close and walk together in time to the music, with one partner taking the lead.CórdobaSan Miguel de TucumánMendozaSoccerUruguayValparaísoPARAGUAYPERU
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Magellanic penguinsPerito Moreno GlacierRheaPatagonian  WelshRío de la Plata MauleIce ﬂows into  Lake Argentino  from the Perito Moreno GlacierThis large, ﬂightless bird hunts for reptiles and insects in the grasslandsThis museum in Buenos Aires features many spectacular art  exhibitsPolo players compete in teams on horseback to score goals against each other by hitting a  ball with a malletWelsh people settled in the  remote region of Patagonia in  the 1800s. They speak their own special dialect of Welsh. This is one of seven species of penguin that live in  South America TalcahuanoBío BíoPunta ArenasMALBA Museum of  Modern Art ATLANTIC OCEANPAMPASPATAGONIALakeArgentinoKEYHydroelectric powerCopperLumberZincLeadIronFishingOilTinINDUSTRYPRODUCENATURAL FEATURESVineyardsOnionsCornBeef cattleSunflowersPeachesSoybeansSheepApples and pearsWheatVolcanoesEarthquakes Gaucho herding cattleStone headsAlpacasAlpacas are kept in herds high in the mountains of northern Chile. Their thick hair can be woven to make blankets, hats, and sweaters.Cattle herdingBeef cattle is an important industry on the ﬂat, treeless plains of the Pampas. Argentine cowboys, known as “gauchos,” herd the cattle on huge ranches.Beef steak  and sauceArgentina is well known for producing top-quality beef. Chimichurri sauce, made from fresh herbs, garlic, and olive oil, is often served with steak.PoloANDESBuenos AiresEaster IslandThis Chilean island lies in the  Paciﬁc Ocean, 2,290 miles (3,686 km) west of the  mainland. It is known for its  huge stone statues, called  moai, that were carved by local people hundreds of years ago.200 kilometers200 milesSCALE00Hola!HelloNSEW
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32POPULATION
The number of people living in the world is growing fast. In 1800, the world’s population was about  1 billion. Today, there are more than 7.8 billion people worldwide. More than half of these people live in  cities, rather than in the countryside. The population is growing because of healthier eating and better healthcare, which means that people are living longer.Most populated countries These ﬁve countries have some of the biggest populations in the world. They  are all large countries with plenty of farmland for growing crops.Who lives where? This chart shows the percentage of the world’s population in each continent. Asia is by far the world’s most populated continent. MONGOLIA1. CHINA1.45 billion peopleASIA 60%2. INDIA1.41 billion people3. USA331 million people4. INDONESIA279 million people5. BRAZIL212 million peopleSparse population The least densely populated country  in the world is Mongolia, with an average  of about ﬁve people for every square mile (about two people per square kilometer).
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 33LARGEST CHILD POPULATIONIndia is the country with the most children. It has about 450 million children. This is about 40 percent of India’s population.Most populated cities  The biggest city in most countries is usually, but not always, its capital city. A huge, sprawling city is also known as a metropolis. This chart shows the most populated city in each continent. City versus countryside In many parts of the world,  cities are growing fast. People  are moving, or migrating, from rural areas (the countryside) into towns and cities. Worldwide, about 56 percent of people live  in cities and about 44 percent  live in the countryside.AFRICA 16%Tokyo,  Japan,  Asia 37 million peopleMexico City, Mexico, North America 22 million peopleSão Paulo,  Brazil,South America22 million peopleCairo,Egypt,Africa 21 million peopleMoscow,Russia,Europe 12 million peopleMelbourne,Australia, Australasia  5 million peopleEUROPE 10%NORTH AMERICA 8%SOUTH AMERICA 5%AUSTRALASIA        1%NORTH AMERICASOUTH AMERICAASIAEUROPEAFRICAAUSTRALASIACountry60%City40%Country52%City 48%Country26%City 74%Country20%City 80%Country17%City 83%Country29%City 71%The greater Tokyo area has nearly the same population as the whole of Canada!
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4. What are Egypt’s white-sailed river boats called?3. In which  country is the Temple of Zeus found?1. Which North African desert people wear blue robes?2. From which  country do many great long-distance runners come?
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8. The baobab  is the national tree of which country?7. In which  country would you ﬁnd a museum of steam trains?5. Where might you spot a  bonobo?6. In which country is Kruger National Park?You can ﬁnd all the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.AFRICA
This vast continent is rich in natural resources, including gold and diamonds. It has magniﬁcent landscapes and bustling cities—from Cairo in Egypt to Cape Town in South Africa. Throughout Africa, there is a large and growing population of young people who are bringing major changes to society.
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ALGERIANIGERIAMOROCCONIGERMALIEQUATORIAL GUINEAGABONBiocoGULF OF GUINEAATLANTIC OCEANSENEGALTHE GAMBIAGUINEA-BISSAUSIERRA LEONELIBERIABURKINA FASOGHANATOGOBENINIVORY COASTTUNISIAGUINEAAFRICA
Africa is the world’s second largest continent. To the north, the dry countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea are cut oﬀ from the rest of Africa by the Sahara Desert. South of  the Sahara are grassy plains and tropical rain forests,  where many unique wild animals live.NSEWWest African marketBusy markets are found all over West Africa. Many people make a living by traveling to various markets and selling their goods and produce.Sahara DesertThe Sahara is the world’s largest hot desert. It stretches from Mauritania in the west to Sudan in the east. Camels are used to carry goods across the sandy dunes.WESTERN SAHARACABO VERDECanary Islands (SPAIN)São Tomé & PríncipeMAURITANIACAMEROONMEDITHE CONGOREPUBLIC OF


[image: background image]
SUDANEGYPTETHIOPIATANZANIACHADSOUTH  SUDANKENYAMADAGASCARSOUTH AFRICA   ZAMBIAANGOLANAMIBIAMAURITIUSMOZAMBIQUELIBYALESOTHOESWATINIMALAWIRWANDABURUNDIUGANDADJIBOUTIERITREACENTRAL  AFRICAN  REPUBLICMOZAMBIQUECHANNELSEYCHELLESINDIAN OCEANRED SEA 37SCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 milesTable MountainThis magniﬁcent mountain overlooks  the city of Cape Town in South Africa.  Its large, ﬂat top makes it look like  a table, and it is often covered by  white clouds, which are nicknamed  “the tablecloth.”Game reserveMany African countries  have set up game reserves to protect wild animals, such as lions, elephants, and wildebeest, from hunters and poachers.Nile RiverThis is the world’s longest river. It ﬂows north through 11 countries, from Tanzania to Egypt’s Mediterranean coast. Many early civilizations ﬂourished along the Nile’s banks, using its waters to grow crops and as a trading route.BOTSWANAZIMBABWEDEMOCRATICREPUBLICOF THE CONGOITERRANEAN SEAZanzibarCOMOROSRéunion (FRANCE)SOMALIA
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Moroccan rapper KhtekMedinaMany North African cities have ancient walled areas, with mazelike, narrow alleyways, called medinas. The Marrakesh medina contains Morocco’s largest traditional market.North African cuisineTagine, made with meat and fruit, is eaten in many parts of North Africa. Refreshing mint tea  is a popular drink.Striped hyenaThese hyenas are found throughout North Africa. They live in caves or dug  dens, coming out to search  for food at night.TagineWestern SaharaThe Tuareg are  a desert people who traditionally  wear blue robes This ancient fortiﬁed town is built from red clay  These monkeys mainly live in the Atlas MountainsSAHARA DESERTThese small, venomous snakes live in the deserts of North AfricaMALIAït BenhaddouBarbary macaqueMOROCCOATLANTIC OCEANNORTH AFRICA
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya sit side by side at the northern end of Africa. Towns and cities are dotted along the Mediterranean coast, where lively markets are found alongside ancient ruins. Vast areas of North Africa are sandy desert, with rich oil reserves in some places. Horned viperNSEWLaâyouneRabatTangierFèsMarrakeshSPAINSCALE200 kilometers00200 milesTindoufMeknèsCasablancaBecharTuareg blue robesMAURITANIAMarkets all  over Morocco  sell traditional  leather goodsLeathergoodsATLAS MOUNTAINSSalam!HelloMint leavesMint teaHip-hop musicHip-hop is popular among young people in North Africa. Female rappers in Morocco often use their lyrics to demand equality for girls and women.This huge mosque stands on the edge of the city  of Casablanca  in MoroccoHassan II mosque
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 39Tassili n’AjjerMore than 15,000 rock paintings  and engravings from around  6000b have een found at this  site in southeast Algeria.  TripoliSfaxTunisEl JemThe remains of the largest amphitheater (circular theater) in North Africa are found in the village of El Jem in central Tunisia. Up to 35,000 people could watch gladiators ﬁght here. Sand dunes and palm treesSahara DesertThe sands of the Sahara  cover 3,600,000 sq miles (9,400,000 sq km), from the Atlantic Ocean in the west to the Red Sea in the east. It is  the world’s largest hot desert.LIBYAN DESERTEGYPTSUDANBedouin camel trainJerboaThese big-eared rodents hop around the desert on their long hind legs at night, when it is coolerBedouin means “desert dweller,” and some use camels to carry goods across the SaharaRuins of ancient villas, theaters, and baths lie near TunisThis is part of the ruins of an ancient Greek city called CyreneSAHARA DESERTSAHARA DESERTDeathstalker scorpionThe sting in the tail  of this scorpion is powerful enough to  kill a young childMEDITERRANEAN SEAKEYOrangesPotatoesVineyardsWheatINDUSTRYPRODUCEACTIVITIESCattleDatesGoatSheepOlivesBasketballSoccerPhosphoriteOilSkiingRoman theater at DjémilaRoman ruins at CarthageTUNISIAAbout 3,000 people could sit in this theater, which is  one of the best- preserved ruins in North AfricaALGERIALIBYANIGERCHADAthel tamariskThese trees can survive in dry areas, because their long roots can reach water that is deep undergroundRoman amphitheaterTemple of ZeusAlgiersConstantineBenghaziTamanrassetSabhaAl Kufra
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Nawal El SaadawiValley of the KingsGreat Temples at Abu SimbelAswan DamFeluccaGizaAlexandriaGreat SphinxEgyptian cobraNile crocodileEGYPT
Much of Egypt is made up of dry, sandy desert, and  so most people live along the banks of the Nile River. This very long river is a vital source of water for drinking and farming. Thousands of years ago, pharaohs (kings) built pyramids along the Nile,  some of which are still standing. SuezLuxorPort SaidCairoKEYRiceWheatOrangesDatesCottonOilFishingScuba divingCoral reefPRODUCEINDUSTRYACTIVITIESNATURAL FEATURESPyramidsThese massive structures were built as tombs for the bodies of dead Egyptian kings and queens. The three  most famous pyramids are at Giza. CamelsCamels are used for transportation in Egypt because they can survive in  very dry conditions, and so  can travel long distances  across the desert.Mummy caseAncient Egyptians preserved, or  mummiﬁed, bodies. The specially treated body was wrapped in bandages and  the mummy was then placed in a decorated case.Cotton Cool and comfortable cotton tunics are a common form of dress in this hot country. Egyptian cotton is known for its high quality.These two huge temples were important places  of worship in  Ancient EgyptFeluccas are traditional wooden sailing boats, still used along  the NileThis dam opened in 1970; it generates hydroelectricity and controls ﬂood water This huge sandstone statue has a lion’s body and a human headThis snake is one of  the most venomous  in Africa. One bite can kill a human in minutesLarge crocodiles live in the Nile, eating all kinds of animals, from ﬁsh to cattleRED SEAMEDITERRANEAN SEASUDANNileLake NasserEASTERN DESERTSINAIPENINSULANSEWSCALE200 kilometers00100 miles200 milesSAUDI ARABIAGULF OF SUEZ40Salam!HelloWESTERN DESERTCotton tunicSome pharaohs were buried in tombs in the Valley of  the Kings  near LuxorLIBYAEGYPTEgyptian writerNawal El Saadawi  was a great Egyptian writer who championed the rights of girls.  She wrote many  stories with heroic female characters.
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Dire DawaBahir DarLalibelaMek’eleHawassaGeladaCoffeecultureLake VictoriaAcaciaLionRosesLong-distancerunnersLesser flamingoETHIOPIA
 
AND KENYA
Some of Africa’s most spectacular scenery is  found in Ethiopia and Kenya. Ethiopia has high mountains where coﬀee is grown. A wide variety  of wildlife live on the plains of Kenya, including  lions, elephants, zebras, and giraﬀes.NakuruMombasaLake TanaKEYWheatCornTeff CoffeeTeaSafariCoconutsEnseteCattleSheepGoatsPRODUCEACTIVITIESChurch of  St. GeorgeCarved out of solid rock, this is an important place of pilgrimage for the Ethiopian Orthodox Christian Church.Giraffe ManorGiraﬀes roam the grounds of this hotel, which looks after endangered species. The giraﬀes often poke their heads through the hotel’s windows, hoping to receive a tasty snack.Yellowﬁn tunaHuge yellowﬁn tuna swim in the Indian Ocean, oﬀ the coast of Kenya. Large numbers are caught and exported to markets all over the world.Ethiopian foodEthiopians eat lots of enjera. This spongy bread is an important part of most meals and is used, instead of a spoon or fork, to scoop up food.The MaasaiThe Maasai people live  in southern Kenya and northern Tanzania. These Maasai athletes are having breakfast before competing in the Maasai Olympics.Huge flocks  of pink flamingos gather to feed in Kenya’s lakesThese baboons are only found in the Ethiopian HighlandsRoses and other flowers grown in Kenya are exported for sale in EuropeGroups of these big cats roam the plains of Kenya Giraﬀes enjoy munching the leaves of this thorny treeMany of the world’s best long-distance runners are  from KenyaIn Ethiopia, strong, dark coﬀee is made and served in a special ceremonyBlue NileAwashShebelleOmoGREAT RIFT VALLEYETHIOPIAN HIGHLANDSNairobiLake TurkanaTanaGalanaMaasai athletesYellowfin tunaNSEWAddis AbabaSCALE200 kilometers00100 miles200 milesSUDANKENYAETHIOPIASOMALIATANZANIAUGANDAERITREAYEMENDJIBOUTIINDIAN OCEANEnjeraSOUTH SUDANJambo!HelloSalam!Hello
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NollywoodNigeria has the second largest ﬁlm industry in  the world. Known as “Nollywood,” it produces many funny, thrilling, and unique movies.42LagosJosSokotoKanoKadunaIbadanAbaPort HarcourtOgbomoshoBenin CityMaiduguriOsun-Osogbo Sacred GroveZuma rockBenin bronzesAfrobeatFarin Ruwa waterfallAbujaNIGERIA
About 206 million people live in Nigeria, more  than in any other African country. Many diﬀerent tribal groups live here, each with its own colorful traditions, handicrafts, and music. Nigeria is also Africa’s largest producer of oil and has several  oil rigs in the Gulf of Guinea.KEYCocoaRubberPalm oilPeanutsOilYamsCottonCattleGoatsHydroelectric powerPRODUCEINDUSTRYSCALE200 kilometers00100 miles200 milesNSEWMore than 1,000 bronze plaques once decorated the Royal Palace of the kingdom of BeninThis huge rock rises 2,379 ft (725 m) above the countryside to the north of the capitalSacred Yoruba statues stand among the  trees in this area  of thick jungle Afrobeat music combines jazz with chanting and drummingFalling 492 ft (150 m), Farin Ruwa is one of the highest waterfalls in Nigeria NigerBenueGongolaHadejiaSokotoSHEBSHIMOUNTAINSGOTELMOUNTAINSThe YorubaThe Yoruba are one of Nigeria’s largest tribal groups. Their traditional dress includes brightly patterned fabrics  and ﬁnely carved  ivory bracelets.GULF OF GUINEABENINNIGERSuyaYoruba clothIvory braceletNIGERIAJollof riceLake KainjiCAMEROONCHADHello!Pepper sauceNigerian film crewStreet foodNigerian street food includes some spicy dishes. Jollof rice contains chili, and suya is strips  of barbecued meat on a stick with diﬀerent spices in  the seasoning. Suya
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GHANAAccraAccra is the bustling capital  city of Ghana. The city lies  partly on a cliﬀ. TamaleKatiolaSekondi-TakoradiKente clothKwame Nkrumah MemorialTunaSoccerAfrican forest elephantsOur Lady of PeaceTaï National ParkKumasiDaloaAboboAbidjanAccraLake VoltaGHANA AND 
THE IVORY COAST
Ghana was once known as the Gold Coast because of its plentiful gold. The Ivory Coast was famous for its elephant herds, and the elephant is the nation’s symbol. Today, both countries grow cocoa beans, which are used to make some of the world’s ﬁnest chocolate.  KEYCoffeeCocoaBananasPineapplesRubberPalm oilRiceIronGoldBauxiteOilNatural gasDiamondsCornCoconutsYamsCassavasCattleGoatsPRODUCEINDUSTRYSCALE100 kilometers0050 miles100 milesThis is a protected area of tropical rain forest and pygmy hippopotamuses make their home hereThis Roman Catholic basilica is one of the world’s largest churchesThese elephants live only in thick rain forests in West and Central Africa Large numbers of tuna are ﬁshed in the Gulf of GuineaNkrumah led Ghana  to independence  in 1957Soccer is the  most popular  sport in the  Ivory CoastVoltaWhite VoltaOtiBlack VoltaKomoéSassandraBandamaPlantain and okraWest Africa has lots of fertile farmland. Crops grown include plantain, a type of cooking banana, and okra, a long,  thin vegetable that grows  on a plant with large,  white ﬂowers.IVORY COASTGHANATOGOGUINEALIBERIAOkraYamoussoukroLake KossouBondoukouOdiennéBonjour!HelloHello! 43PlantainNSEWGULF OF GUINEAThis colorful  cloth is made  from cotton  and silkPygmy hippopotamusThis small hippopotamus lives in the forests and swamps of West Africa. It only ventures out at night, so is rarely seen.Festivals celebrating the voodoo religion take  place in southern GhanaVoodoo festival
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LubumbashiMbuji-MayiKisanganiLikasiKolweziAfrican gray parrotMbutiOkapiBonoboKEYINDUSTRYPRODUCEOil palmsCornCoffeeCopperTinCobaltDiamondsVirunga National ParkAfrica’s oldest national park was created in 1925, mainly to provide a safe home for mountain gorillas and other local wildlife. Years of war nearly destroyed the park, but the area is now protected. Thousands  of tourists visit the park every year.CassavasRubberRiceSapeursThe sapeurs are a group of people who like to wear ﬁnely tailored clothes and who believe in  being sophisticated and stylish.KinshasaACTIVITIESSoccerNSEWCONGO (DRC)NATURAL FEATURESVolcanoesMiningMany valuable minerals are mined in the Congo area, including cobalt. Cobalt has been used since ancient times to give a richblue color to paints. It is also used in medicine, batteries, and electronic equipment.This small, clever chimpanzee  only lives in  the Congo  rain forestThis shy rain forest animal is related  to the giraﬀe The Mbuti  people live in  the forest of  the CongoThis parrot eats forest fruits, nuts, and ﬂowersLake MweruLake AlbertLake TanganyikaLakeMai-NdombeSOUTH SUDANUGANDARWANDABURUNDITANZANIAZAMBIAANGOLAREPUBLIC OFTHE CONGOKasaiSankuruLuluaTshuapaCongoUbangiCENTRALAFRICAN REPUBLICSCALE0200 kilometersCONGO (DRC)
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is  the largest African country south of the Sahara Desert. The world’s deepest river, the Congo, runs  all across the country, and some of Africa’s Great Lakes lie on its eastern border. The Congo rain  forest is the second largest in the world.Cobalt mineBonjour!HelloBukavuKanangaTshikapaMountain gorillasEdwardLake200 miles0
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GweruRailway MuseumGreat ZimbabweBlack rhinoBalancing RocksNshimaLeopardNdolaLivingstoneLusakaHarareChingolaChitungwizaVictoria FallsThe world’s largest waterfall is 354 ft (108 m) high and 5,604 ft (1,708 m) wide. The local name is Mosi-oa-Tunya (“the smoke that thunders”).Root vegetablesCassavas and sweet potatoes are a main part of people’s diet here. Cassava root can be cooked  or made into ﬂour that is used to make bread.  Sweet potatoes are often boiled or roasted.Sweet potato 45Southern yellow-billed hornbillThis bird uses its huge beak to snatch up insects, spiders, and even scorpions from the ground. It sleeps in trees  at night to avoid predators.SCALE200 miles0ZAMBIAZIMBABWEWalking safariNSEWVictoria FallsBulawayoNshima is a thick corn porridge that is served with vegetables or meatGuides take visitors on walking safaris  to get closer  to wildlifeKabweLeopards hunt at night  and often carry their prey  up into trees to eatThis museum has  a large collection of old steam engines and carriagesCassavaNatural rock formations like this are found in many parts of ZimbabweThese ruins are the remains of an ancient cityThis rhino is in danger of extinction  in the wildTANZANIAMALAWIMOZAMBIQUEBOTSWANAANGOLALake MweruLake TanganyikaLake BangweuluLake KaribaZambeziLuangwaZambeziKafueMuli shani!HelloMhoro!HelloCONGO (DRC)ZAMBIA AND 
ZIMBABWE
Zambia and Zimbabwe are famous for their spectacular scenery and wildlife. Africa’s fourth longest river, the Zambezi, ﬂows down through Zambia, then curves along the border with Zimbabwe on its journey to the Indian Ocean. 0200 kilometersKEYINDUSTRYPRODUCECornCassavasSweet potatoesMilletCoalChromiumCopperPlatinumNickelHydroelectric powerPeanutsRosesSoybeansCottonACTIVITIESSoccerCricketWhite-water raftingSafari
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JohannesburgPort ElizabethDurbanMthathaNelspruitKimberleyKruger National ParkSardinesSpringbokOstrichFynbosCradle of HumankindUnion BuildingTugela FallsBiltongTable MountainCape TownBloemfonteinPretoriaSOUTHAFRICA
South Africa is home to people from many diﬀerent cultures, which is why it has 11 oﬃcial languages  and 3 capital cities. The landscape is equally varied, ranging from forests to deserts, while the long coastline has many beautiful beaches. ESWATINILESOTHOBOTSWANANAMIBIAATLANTIC OCEANINDIAN OCEANKEYWheatCornVineyardsGrapefruitCattleSheepRugbySoccerHikingMountain bikingGoldDiamondsChromiumPRODUCEACTIVITIESINDUSTRYNSEWSCALE100 kilometers00100 milesSOUTH AFRICAMillions of sardines are caught every year oﬀ the east coast of South AfricaHerds of springbok, South Africa’s national animal, live on the  open plainsThis is the world’s second largest waterfall, with a total drop of  3,110 ft (948 m)Slices of this spiced dried meat are a popular snack Fossils of our  distant ancestors were found  hereGovernment and presidential oﬃces are housed in this buildingTourists go on safari  by jeep in this large game reserve, hoping to see lions and elephantsThese large, ﬂightless birds are bred for their meat and feathersThis huge, ﬂat-topped mountain overlooks the city of Cape TownThis type of shrubland is  found only  in the southOrangeVaalSouth African foodFood in South Africa reﬂects the  country’s cultural mix. Popular dishes include bunny chow, a hollowed-out loaf ﬁlled with curry, and bobotie,  minced beef with an egg topping.Sport  Sports are very popular  in South Africa—especialy rugby, cricket, and soccer. The women’s national rugby team is known as Springbok Women.Bunny chowBlyde River CanyonThis is one of the world’s biggest canyons. It is 16 miles (25 km)  long and 2,500 ft (750 m)  deep on average.Springbok WomenBobotieDRAKENSBERGMOZAMBIQUEThe Zulu people are the largest ethnic group in South AfricaZulu
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 47FianarantsoaToamasinaAntsirabeToliaraBaobabPloughshare tortoiseRosy periwinkleChameleonAndasibe  rain forestMahajangaAntananarivoKEYRiceCornCoffeeVanillabeansCocoaSapphiresGraphiteCoalCoral reefCassavasSweet potatoesCattleShrimpPRODUCEINDUSTRYNATURAL FEATURESSCALE200 kilometers00200 miles100 milesMADAGASCARLake AlaotraANKARATRAMASSIFMADAGASCAR
Madagascar is the world’s fourth largest island.  Because it is cut oﬀ from the rest of Africa, it has  many plants and animals that are found nowhere  else on Earth. These include lemurs and other forest mammals, many colorful frogs and birds, and around  900 types of orchid, several of which are very rare.This is Madagascar’s national tree. Six diﬀerent species of baobab are found on the islandThis tiny ﬂower is used to make drugs for treating cancerTwo-thirds of the world’s species of chameleon live in MadagascarThis is the world’s rarest tortoise.  Only a few hundred are left in the wildTourists visit this protected rain forest to see the unique animals and plantsMadagascan vanillaVanilla is used to ﬂavor ice cream, cookies, and chocolate, and is used  in perfume. It is taken from the  beans of a type of orchid. Some  of the best vanilla comes from  orchids grown in Madagascar.LemursLemurs are only found in the wild in Madagascar. Some species are  tiny, weighing just 1 oz (30 g), while others weigh up to 20 lb (9 kg).Tomato frogThis bright-red frog puﬀs itself up when threatened  to scare oﬀ attackers. This makes it look like a tomato.  Ambohimanga This protected royal compound  sits high on a hill northeast of the capital Antananarivo. It contains a number of palaces and tombs of the island’s former royal family, as well as sites of religious importance.Vanilla orchidQueen’s Summer PalaceMangokyBetsibokaINDIAN OCEANMOZAMBIQUECHANNELNSEWVanilla beansRing-tailed lemur
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NATURAL
WONDERS
The world is full of wonderful natural features that are part of the landscape around us. Across the world, there are lush green rain forests, colorful coral reefs, jagged mountains, smouldering volcanoes, and rushing waterfalls. While under the surface of the Earth there are dark caves, from tiny grottos to huge caverns.LARGEST RAIN FORESTThe largest rain forest in the world is the Amazon in South America. It covers almost  half of the continent.12345673. RIO DE JANEIRO HARBORHere, the Brazilian Highlands meet the Atlantic Ocean. Sugar Loaf Mountain marks the entrance of the bay. Seven Natural Wonders The Seven Natural Wonders of the World are a group of spectacular natural features. They are favorite sites for adventurous people to visit and explore.2. MOUNT EVEREST4. VICTORIA FALLS5. GRAND CANYON1. NORTHERN LIGHTSThe world’s highest mountain is on the border of Nepal and China.The peak of Mount Everest is a dark pyramid shape.Between Zambia and Zimbabwe are the Victoria Falls. The waters of the Zambezi River thunder over these falls. In Arizona, the Colorado River has formed the massive and majestic Grand Canyon. This is the largest canyon in the world. Near the Arctic Circle, amazing  light eﬀects known as the  Northern Lights, or Aurora Borealis, can be seen in the night sky.6. PARÍCUTIN VOLCANO7. GREAT BARRIER REEFThis volcano rose up and erupted in a farmer’s cornﬁeld in Mexico in 1943. Today, people can climb the dormant (inactive) volcano.The world’s largest coral reef is oﬀ the eastern coast of Australia. Thousands of types of ﬁsh and coral live here. 
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 49The longest cave is Mammoth Cave, Kentucky.  It is 405 miles (652 km) long.Highest waterfalls Waterfalls are places where streams of water have a steep drop. They are formed when streams or rivers ﬂow over diﬀerent types of rock and softer rock is worn away. The ﬁve shown below are among the highest waterfalls in the world.Five largest deserts Deserts are areas with very little rainfall. They are found in hot, dry regions of the world and also in cold, dry areas, such as around the North and South poles. This illustration shows  the largest deserts in the world.SAHARA DESERT3.5 million sq miles (9 million sq km)ANTARCTIC DESERT5.7 million sq miles  (14.8 million sq km)ARABIAN DESERT0.9 million sq miles  (2.3 million sq km)GOBI DESERT0.5 million sq miles  (1.3 million sq km)KALAHARI DESERT0.36 million sq miles (0.9 million sq km)Krubera-Voronja Cave, Georgia   7,188 ft (2,191 m)Gouffre Mirolda, France  5,686 ft (1,733 m)Illuzia-Snezhnaja- Mezhonnogo, Georgia  5,751 ft (1,753 m)Vogelshacht  and Lamprechtsofen,  Austria  5,354 ft (1,632 m)Réseau Jean Bernard,  French Alps   5,256 ft (1,602 m)Deepest caves Caves are underground spaces below the surface of the Earth. They form when water wears away some types of rock in the ground. This illustration shows some of the deepest caves in the world.Tugela Falls,   South Africa3,110 ft (948 m)Browne Falls,  New Zealand2,743 ft (836 m)Angel Falls,   Venezuela 3,212 ft (979 m)Ramnefjellsfossen,  Norway 2,684 ft (818 m)Cataratas Gocta,  Peru2,530 ft (771 m)
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2. What is the  name of this colorful building  in Moscow?3. In which country would you ﬁnd this angelic statue?4. Which city  was the composer  Mozart born in?1. On which  island was  Napoleon born?
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8. Where would you ﬁnd ﬂamenco dancers?7. Which river  does this bridge  go across?6. Which country produces more  than 400 kinds  of cheese?5. Which country  is the car maker  Skoda based in?EUROPE
With many unique cultures and languages, Europe is a varied and busy continent. It has rich traditions of classical music, literature, art, sports, and cooking. The continent has medieval castles and cathedrals,  as well as beautiful historic towns and cities.You can ﬁnd all the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.
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EUROPE
The landscape of Europe is very varied. It includes  dense forests, high mountain ranges, broad plains, remote islands, and sun-soaked beaches. The continent is home to many ﬁne historic buildings. Countries range in size from the tiny state of Liechtenstein to Russia, the biggest country in the world.ICELANDUNITED KINGDOMIRELANDDENMARKFRANCESPAINSWEDENNORWAYSLOVENIALIECHTENSTEINNETHERLANDSBELGIUMBalearic IslandsMALTASicilySardiniaCorsicaADRIATIC SEATYRRHENIANSEAATLANTICOCEANBAY OF BISCAYNORTH SEAChannelIslandsMONACOSAN MARINOANDORRAMinorcaMajorcaIbizaVATICAN CITYIsle ofManGibraltarMediterranean SeaThe countries that surround the warm waters of the Mediterranean Sea enjoy hot, dry summers and mild winters. Thousands of visitors are drawn to  their sunny beaches every year.ParisParis, the capital of France, is an elegant city that  mixes old and new styles  of architecture eﬀortlessly. At its center is the Eiﬀel Tower, one of the most famous structures on Earth. Northern European forestThe pine forests of Nordic countries such as Norway, Sweden, and Finland are an important source of lumber.ShetlandIslandsFaroe IslandsMadeiraNORWEGIAN SEALUXEMBOURGCROATIAITALYGERMANYPORTUGALBornholmSWITZERLANDAzores52AUSTRIAMEDITERRANEAN SEACZECHIA (CZECH REPUBLIC)


[image: background image]
NSEWBELARUSPOLANDUKRAINEROMANIABULGARIAFINLANDRUSSIA(European Russia)SLOVAKIAHUNGARYMOLDOVABOSNIA & HERZEGOVINASERBIATURKEYMONTENEGROALBANIAKOSOVO (Disputed)RUSSIA (KALININGRAD)AEGEANSEAIONIANSEABLACK SEACASPIAN SEAGULF OF BOTHNIACreteBALTIC SEAGotlandÖlandThe Alps This mountain range stretches 750 miles (1,200 km) across the heart of Europe, through France, Monaco, Italy, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and Slovenia. The highest peak is Mont Blanc,  at 15,781 ft (4,810 m).St. Basil’s CathedralThis spectacular building is the  focal point of Red Square in Moscow, Russia. It was built in the 16th century and is famous for its unique, brightly colored, onion-shaped domes. It has  been a museum since 1928.GREECESCALE500 kilometers00250 miles500 milesESTONIALATVIALITHUANIAMACEDONIANORTHCrimea (Annexed by Russia)
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Herring Herring is known as the “silver of the sea,” because of its color  and importance to  the economy.NORTHERN 
EUROPE
The northern European countries have fairly small populations, with most people living in towns and cities. There are also large areas of open countryside. Summers are generally warm, but winters are very cold, with limited daylight in the far north.EV plug-in electric carWolverineAbisko National ParkElkLynxAlstom PendolinoBlue LagoonArctic foxSCALE100 kilometers00100 milesSami in traditional dressEyjafjallajökullThis huge volcano in Iceland is covered by an icecap. It erupted in 2010, producing a vast ash cloud that disrupted air travel across Europe.This wild cat lives  in forests, where  it hunts deer and other animalsThe elk is the largest type of deer in the world and lives in northern forestsThis park contains Trollsjön lake,  the clearest lake  in Sweden This strong, ferocious animal can kill prey as big as deerThese cars are very popular in Norway.  They are plugged in  to be rechargedThe warm waters of this spa are one of Iceland’s top tourist attractionsThis fox grows a white coat  in winter to blend  into the snowNORWEGIAN SEAThis fast train tilts when it goes around cornersHalló!HelloLumberShipbuildingHydroelectric powerNatural gasOilFishingWind powerIron oreElectronicsSheepCattlePotatoesRyeWheatSugar beetsBarleyPigsIce hockeySoccerCross-countryskiingPulpit Rock overlooking LyseordACTIVITIESVolcanoesNATURAL FEATURESICELANDKirunaTromsØReykjavíkLapland This large, snowy region  in the far north of Norway, Sweden, and Finland is home to the Sami people. Some keep reindeer and travel by sleigh.Norway’s fjords Norway’s coast is lined with hundreds of narrow inlets, called fjords, with steep cliﬀs on each side. The cliﬀs of Pulpit Rock rise a spectacular 1,982 ft (604 m) above the waters of Lysefjord.KEYINDUSTRYPRODUCEOuluNSEW
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Winter ParalympicsSkier Ragnhild Myklebust holds the record for the most  medals won at the Winter ParalympicsJelling StonesLittleMermaidDrottningholm PalaceNjupeskärwaterfallHelsinki CathedralOlavinlinna CastleVasa warshipUrnes Stave ChurchGettlinge burial groundGERMANYRUSSIABALTIC SEAVasa MuseumThis Swedish naval museum in Stockholm contains many great ships, including the 17th-century warship Vasa, which was salvaged from the seabed.SaunasSmall wooden saunas are very popular in Finland and nearly every house has one. Water is thrown over hot stones to produce steam, which cleanses and relaxes the body.These carved rune stones from the 10th century tell stories of the VikingsThis bronze statue of a mermaid is based on The Little Mermaid, a story by the Danish author Hans Christian AndersenThis Viking burial ground has stones arranged in the shape of a shipThis palace is the home of the King and Queen of SwedenThis green-domed cathedral stands  in Helsinki’s  Senate Square Finland is thick with forests and making paper from trees is a huge industryThis 15th-century castle has three stone towersAt more than 305 ft  (93 m), this is one of the highest waterfalls in SwedenCoastal ferry expressBergenBergen is a busy, historic port in southern Norway. Colorful, traditional wooden houses line the harbor.Paper and pulp millRally drivingFinland has some of the best rally drivers in the worldHallo!HelloHallå!HelloHei!HelloNorway has several  old wooden churches like this one, called stave churchesThis fast ferry service links towns up and down the Norwegian coastØresund BridgeThis railroad and highway bridge links Sweden and Denmark. It is the longest combined road and rail bridge in Europe and connects the cities of Copenhagen and Malmö.DENMARKSWEDENNORWAYFINLANDTraditional Finnish saunaCopenhagenMalmÖStockholmTrondheimTurkuTampereVaasaEspooBergenStavangerVästeråsHelsinkiOslorebroAalborgFredrikstadOdenseÅrhus 55LEGOLEGO originated in Denmark. The interlocking bricks can be used to make all kinds of buildings, vehicles, and ﬁgures.Hej!HelloGothenburg
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BRITISH ISLES
The British Isles is a group of islands oﬀ the northwest coast of Europe. They consist of the United Kingdom, or UK (England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland), and Ireland. These islands share a varied history. The weather is inﬂuenced by the sea and it often rains. Ireland is known as the “Emerald Isle,” because the rain makes it so green.ATLANTICOCEANEdinburgh CastleAngel of the NorthGiant’s CausewayThis ancient fortress is built on a prominent rock above the city of EdinburghThe wings of this huge steel statue are 177 ft (54 m) acrossThis unique rock formation is made up of hexagonal (six-sided) columns  formed after an ancient volcanic eruption InvernessKEYOilGasSteelCarsFishingRESOURCESINDUSTRYPRODUCEACTIVITIESWheatFruitPotatoesSheepShellfishCattleVineyardsCheeseSoccerRock climbingHikingSurfingCricketRed squirrelGolfMost of the UK’s  red squirrels live  in the pine forests of Scotland This popular sport was developed in ScotlandTeaNewcastle-upon-TyneAberdeenOuter HebridesInner HebridesGRAMPIAN MOUNTAINSOrkney IslandsShetland IslandsNorthern IrelandTraditional Scottish dressWilliam ShakespeareScottish traditionsFor special occasions, some Scots wear woollen kilts, woven from diﬀerent colored threads to form a pattern called tartan. Diﬀerent clans (groups) have their own design of tartan. Some Scots also play the bagpipes, a type of wind instrument.EdinburghClydeScotlandFood  and drinkFried ﬁsh and chips are a popular meal, especially by  the coast. Tea is widely drunk, usually with milk  and sometimes sugar.English playwrightWilliam Shakespeare was one of the world’s greatest writers. Born in Stratford-upon-Avon, England, in 1564, he wrote many poems and plays that are still performed today.GlasgowBelfast100 kilometersSCALE0050 miles100 milesFish and chipsNSEW
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 57Channel TunnelCorkManchesterBirminghamOxfordBristolNORTH SEAENGLISH CHANNELCELTIC SEAIRISH SEAPuffinsWelsh national costumeTraditional Welsh women’s costume included a tall black hat, shawl, and apronWaterfordPlymouthLeedsYorkBathGaelic soccerHorse racingBlarney CastleBook of KellsGuinnessBankingSt. Paul’sCathedralStonehengeThis cathedral has a domed roof and was designed by  Sir Christopher WrenRugby was developed in England and is  now the national sport of Wales London is a global  center for bankingThis ancient religious site has several massive stones that  stand in a circleIn this Irish ball game, players carry, bounce, kick, and hand-pass the ballThis dark beer originated in Dublin and is popular all  over Ireland This beautifully illustrated copy  of the Bible dates  from the 9th centurySome of the fastest race horses are bred in IrelandThis castle contains the Blarney Stone, which visitors kiss to gain the skill of persuasive speaking, or ”gift of the gab”These small sea birds breed on top of cliﬀs. They catch small  ﬁsh with their  colorful beaksCliﬀs of MoherIreland is known for its rugged and rocky coastline. These dramatic cliﬀs rise up to 650 ft (200 m) out of the Atlantic Ocean and are very popular with visitors.Hello!SheffieldCambridgeStratford-upon-AvonLimerickPenzanceBrightonChannel IslandsSNOWDONIAIRELANDFRANCEThe Eden ProjectThese unique, bubblelike greenhouses are in Cornwall, southwest England.  Tropical and Mediterranean climates are re-created inside them and they contain thousands of plant species from  all over the world.ThamesSevernMersey WalesEnglandLiverpoolGalwayDublinLAKEDISTRICTCardiffLondon 57 UNITED KINGDOMIsle of ManLondon Fashion WeekLondon is a center for fashion worldwide. London Fashion Week is one of the “Big Four” major fashion events of  the year, along with New York,  Milan, and Paris.Houses of ParliamentThis is the home of  the UK government
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58PYRENEESCheese and wineMore than 400 diﬀerent cheeses are made  in France. Almost every area has its own type, ranging from soft cheeses, such as Camembert, to hard and even blue cheeses. France also produces some of the world’s best wines,  made from the juice of black or white grapes. Sunﬂowers are grown in the south. Their seeds are pressed to make oil. CalaisLe HavreNantesRennesLe MansRouenBordeauxFRANCE
France is known worldwide for its food, wine,  and beautiful countryside. Today, most French people live in towns and cities. France is highly industrialized and has one of the fastest train networks, the TGV. The arts, such as painting,  and sports, particularly cycling, are very popular. Château de ChambordEiffel TowerCarnacstonesBayeuxTapestryMont-Saint- MichelPérigordtrufflesLascaux cavesBrown bearChannel TunnelENGLISH CHANNELATLANTICOCEAN100 kilometersSCALE0050 miles100 milesSeineSunflowerGrapesCamembert cheeseSPAINUNITED KINGDOMCompleted in 1889, this iron tower is 1,063 ft (324 m) tall, including the TV antenna that was added to the topThis is the largest and grandest château in the LoireAbout 3,000 big stones were placed in rows at this ancient site more than 5,000 years ago People can walk to the abbey and houses on this island during low tidesThis medieval tapestry shows the story of the Norman conquest of England in 1066Humans painted horses and wild cattle on cave walls more than 17,000 years agoThese edible fungi sell for hundreds of dollars per poundBears from Slovenia were moved to the Pyrenees after the last local bear died in 2006  ArtMillions of people visit France’s museums every year to see paintings and sculptures by artists such as Claude Monet and Auguste Rodin.Water Lilies, by MonetLoireGaronneDordogneLoire châteauxThe Loire Valley is famous for its 42 châteaux, or large country houses. Château de Chenonceau sits across the Cher River on a row of arches.  ToulouseOrléansBonjour!Hello
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 59MASSIF CENTRALALPSOutdoor marketsEvery French village and town has an outdoor market that opens at least one day  a week. People can buy fresh fruits and vegetables grown  at nearby farms and local produce, such as cheese.LensLilleLyonSt. Étienne DijonReimsGrenobleStrasbourgToulonAvignonTGVFRANCEVimy MemorialPont du GardAlpine ibexMillau ViaductFlamingosCamargue horsesVolcans d’AuvergneAu revoir!Good-byeCorsicaKEYNuclear powerAircraft manufactureFishingCarsGERMANYSWITZERLANDANDORRABELGIUMLUXEMBOURGITALYThe southeast coast is famous for its seaside resorts and the Cannes Film FestivalMonaco is a small city-state that is independent  from FranceHigh-speed trains connect France’s major citiesNapoleon Bonaparte was born in Corsica in 1769. He became emperor of France in 1804 and died in 1821Flamingos sieve salt water through their bills to feed on tiny animals and plantsThis monument is in memory of all the Canadians who lost their lives in World War I (1914–18)The world’s highest bridge is 1,125 ft (343 m)—even taller than the Eiﬀel TowerThe Romans built this aqueduct bridge to transport water across the riverDijon is famous  for its mustard,  which was ﬁrst  made there  in 1856Volcanoes in this nature park last erupted 6,000 years agoThese semi-wild horses live in the marshes of the CamargueThese wild goats live on mountain slopes French street marketINDUSTRYNSEWMarseillePerpignanMontpellierNicePRODUCEACTIVITIESVineyardsSunflowersCattleWheatApplesCheeseChampagneShellfishPigsMountain climbingSkiingCyclingSurfingFrench RivieraSaôneRhôneTour de FranceThe world’s most famous bicycle race lasts for three weeks and passes through the Alps and Pyrenees before ﬁnishing in Paris.ParisMEDITERRANEAN SEAMONACOCoffeeCroissantsCafé cultureFrench people enjoy meeting  up with their friends in cafés.  They often have a croissant  (a flaky pastry) and coﬀee for breakfast. In the evenings, popular drinks include beer, wine, or  champagne (a sparkling wine). 
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NETHERLANDS, 
 
BELGIUM, AND 
LUXEMBOURG
These three densely populated countries are known  as the Low Countries, because most of the land is  ﬂat, and some of it is below sea level. This ﬂat land makes cycling popular. AtomiumBelfry of BrugesField poppyBelgian beerDiamond tradeAnne FrankVincentvan GoghTulipsBinnenhofWindmillFieldhockeyNSEWSCALE50 kilometers0050 milesBELGIUMNETHERLANDS60CyclingCycle lanes are found throughout the Netherlands and Belgium, making it safe and quick for  cyclists on the move.Red poppies  grow in the ﬁelds of BelgiumThis medieval bell tower is in the historic city of BrugesAntwerp is a center of the diamond tradeThis great artist  was born in Zundert in the southern Netherlands  in 1853This building in The  Hague is the home of  the Dutch governmentHockey is a major sport in the Netherlands Windmills pump water out of wet areas and help protect land  from ﬂoodingRotterdamThis brave girl went into hiding during World War II and famously kept a diary of her experiencesThe Netherlands is famous for its tulip farms, most of which are in the northeast  of the countryThis unique building is the symbol of BrusselsThousands of different types of beer are brewed across BelgiumARDENNESNORTH SEAFRANCE  AmsterdamThere are many canals in Amsterdam and lots of people live in waterfront apartments. Amsterdam also has several important art galleries.Cycle lanesMeuseBelgian laceBelgian lace is known for its beauty and delicacyCharleroiGhentAntwerpEindhovenBrugesThe HagueUtrechtArnhemOstendLiègeBrusselsAmsterdamKEYPRODUCEINDUSTRYPotatoesCheeseCattlePigsGreenhousesWheatFruitSoccerHikingCyclingSteelGasBankingGroningenWadden IslandsLuxembourg CityLUXEMBOURGBelgian foodMussels and fries (called moules and frites in Belgium) is a favorite Belgian dish.    Another specialty is rich and creamy Belgian chocolate. LuxembourgThere are many ancient castles to be found in Luxembourg. This small country is also a major ﬁnancial center. Moules and fritesVianden Castle in Luxembourg is a popular tourist destinationACTIVITIESMusic festivalTomorrowland, one of the biggest electronic dance music festivals in the world, is held every summer in the town of Boom in Belgium.Tomorrowland
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SWITZERLAND 
 
AND AUSTRIA
Switzerland and Austria are mountainous countries in the middle of Europe. The Alps run through both countries, providing snow-covered slopes that are used for winter sports and beautiful alpine valleys, where hiking is popular in the summer. BernRed CrossWatchesJohanna SpyriHornblowerViennaSalzburgLinzMozartStephansdomGentianaChamoisNSEWSCALE50 kilometers0050 milesAUSTRIASWITZERLANDMatterhornOn the Swiss-Italian border is the dramatic Matterhorn. It has a pyramid-shaped peak and is one of the highest mountains in Europe.Skiing in the AlpsThe snowy Alps are great for winter sports, such as skiing and snowboarding. Competitions, such as downhill racing, are held for both children and adults.61Alpine marmotMarmots live high up in the Alps, eating grass and shrubs. They are sociable little  animals that whistle to  each other. In winter, they hibernate in burrows.SachertorteThis rich chocolate cake is served in coﬀee houses, where Austrians love to meet up. Coﬀee houses are  an important part  of Austrian social life,  especially in Vienna. Spanish Riding SchoolThe Spanish Riding School  in Vienna teaches traditional horse-riding techniques and  is home to the Lipizzaner, a breed of white horse.Le CorbusierThis Swiss-French architect designed stylish modern buildings, often featuring straight lines and bright blocks of colors.Downhill racerALPSALPSALPSALPSThe great composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in Salzburg in 1756This cathedral has a multicolored roofThe ﬁnest watches and clocks are made in SwitzerlandAlpine horns are used in the mountains to play music or send signalsGeneva is home to the Red Cross, which provides care to people in need around the worldBaselThis Swiss author wrote Heidi, a novel about a young girl who lives in the AlpsThese wild goats are hunted for their meatThis ﬂower grows in the mountains and is used to ﬂavor drinksLiechtenstein is one of  the smallest countries  in the world and specializes  in bankingGERMANYHUNGARYITALYSLOVENIAFRANCECZECH REPUBLICSLOVAKIALIECHTENSTEINDanubeInnsbruckLausanneGenevaLipizzaner and riderZürichGrazKEYPRODUCEINDUSTRYCheeseCattleVineyardsApricotsLumberBankingHydroelectric powerACTIVITIESSkiingHikingMountain climbingNeusiedlerSee
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Modern designThe Bauhaus was an art school in Germany. It promoted a clean, bold, modern look  in art, architecture,  and craft and had  a huge inﬂuence throughout  the world. ChancellorThe political leader of Germany is called the chancellor. Angela Merkel was born in Hamburg  and was one of Germany’s longest-serving chancellors, from 2005 to 2021.Gray sealBeech treeHandballBremen CathedralKaiser Wilhelm Memorial ChurchHundreds of gray seals live in the North Sea oﬀ the coast of GermanyHandball is  one of the most popular sports in GermanyThis medieval cathedral stands in the market square of BremenSmall lakes and grand beech trees are protected in Muritz National ParkThis church in Berlin was badly damaged in World War II  and now stands  as a memorialAngela MerkelThe BauhausGERMANY
Germany is one of the largest and most important countries in Europe. The Rhine River cuts through mountainous landscape and passes pretty villages  in southern Germany, while farther north there are large industrial cities. Germany is a major exporter  of many quality goods, including cars.BerlinKielHamburgBremenLÜbeckBALTIC SEARügenKEYIronCoalLumberCarsShipbuildingWind powerFinance and bankingHikingSkiingWheatSugar beetsCattleVineyardsApplesPRODUCEACTIVITIESINDUSTRYNORTH SEABrandenburg GateThe grand Brandenburg Gate in Berlin was built in the 18th century. Today, it is a symbol of how the country has been reuniﬁed after being divided into East and West Germany following World War II.East FrisianIslandsGERMANYNSEWSCALE100 kilometers00100 milesWeserElbeMecklenburg Lake DistrictPOLANDDENMARKHallo!HelloRostockOsnabrückMünsterMagdeburgWolfsburgHanover50 miles50 kilometersHARZ FOREST
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 63Christmas marketsAt Christmastime, markets are held all over Germany, selling seasonal foods, such as hot chestnuts and marzipan ﬁgures. Markets also sell wooden toys and candles to  put on the Christmas tree. German bakingBaking bread, cakes, and pastries is a German specialty. Crusty whole-wheat, dark rye, and multigrain breads are popular. Pretzels are sweet or salty bread made in the shape of a knot. Black Forest cake is a cream  and chocolate cake topped  with cherries. Cuckoo clockThe cuckoo clock became popular in  the Black Forest and surrounding area  in the 19th century. When the hour is  struck, the clock makes a sound like a  cuckoo and a model cuckoo pops out.Suspension railroadCologne CathedralCoal MineHeidelberg CastleWild boarLake ConstanceFormula OneGolden eagleLorelei J. W. von  GoetheBeethovenWartburgOktoberfestNeuschwansteinCastleThis castle with a fairy-tale design inspired the castle in  the ﬁlm Sleeping BeautyEvery October a big beer festival is held in MunichThis Gothic cathedral is one of the largest in EuropeChristian leader Martin Luther translated the New Testament of the Bible into German at Wartburg CastleThis writer and poet made a major contribution  to German literature.  He lived in WeimarThis electric railroad at Wuppertal uses trains hanging from a raised trackThe Rhine Valley is rich in coalMotorsport is big in Germany and  a Formula One Grand Prix is  held most yearsThese ruins were partly destroyed by bolts of lightning in 1764These wild pigs live in the forests  of GermanyGolden eagles hunt prey in the Bavarian AlpsClassical composer Ludwig van Beethoven was born in BonnThe Lorelei is a large rocky outcrop on the Rhine River that has inspired many folktalesDÜsseldorfStuttgartFrankfurtDortmundNurembergHeidelbergAugsburgLeipzigDresdenMunichUlmCologneEssenBonnFreiburg im BreisgauBAVARIAN ALPSBLACK FORESTORE MOUNTAINSPretzelsRhine castlesMany local rulers built magniﬁcent castles along the Rhine Valley in medieval times, both as symbols of their power and to protect their lands from attack. DanubeRhineMainMoselFRANCEBELGIUMAUSTRIANETHERLANDSSWITZERLANDWeimarChemnitzZwinger PalaceThis beautiful Baroque palace was built  for the ruler of Saxony in 1709The headquarters of the German Soccer Association are in Frankfurt. The national team has won the men’s World Cup four timesSoccerBlack Forest cakeWhole-wheat breadDresden Christmas marketCZECHIA(CZECHREPUBLIC)
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64FadoMoliceiro boatRoman templeIberian wolfPortSantiago de Compostela CathedralHouse of ShellsSherryATLANTIC OCEANPortuguese tilesDecorative tiles are found on homes and churches and are sometimes used as street signs. They often  show scenes including cities,  ﬂowers, and ﬁshing boats.SCALE100 kilometers00100 milesThese traditional boats from Aveiro have a half-moon shape  and are painted in bright colors Fado is traditional  Portuguese music that is often accompanied by guitarPort is a special type  of strong, sweet wine that is made in  the Douro ValleyThese gray wolves live in the forests and grassy planes of northern Portugal and SpainThis temple in Evora was once an important place of worshipLuis de CamoesThis great Portuguese poet lived in the 16th centuryDecorative tilesMany people walk to this cathedral on  a Christian pilgrimageThis house is decorated with  more than 300 scallop shellsSherry is a strong type of wine made from white grapes grown in JerezSPAINAND 
PORTUGAL
Spain and Portugal are part of sunny southern Europe. Both countries have long coastlines and spectacular scenery, making them popular with vacationers.  The sea is a major source of food, and ﬁshing is  an important industry in both countries. Santiago de CompostelaLeónPortoAveiroGuimarãesNazaréSalamancaCanary IslandsMadeiraAzoresDolphin watchingMany people  visit the Azores  to see dolphinsBadajozEslaTagusPonta DelgadaLas Palmas de Gran CanariaSanta Cruz de TenerifeMadeira and the Azores These islands in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean belong to Portugal. They are a popular destination for cruise ships to visit.Canary Islands These Spanish islands are found  oﬀ North Africa’s west coast.CorkBark is cut from cork trees and used to make wine corksDouroGuadianaLevadasPORTUGALOlá!HelloBragaEvoraCádizJerez de la FronteraFaroLisbonFunchalSevilleCoimbraSetúbal  Belém TowerThis 16th-century fort sits at the entrance to Lisbon’s harborGuadianaThe levadas are a system of channels built to carry water along the mountains Pastel de nataThese sweet Portuguese  custard tarts are a  delicious treat 


[image: background image]
Guggenheim MuseumSagrada Família CathedralRoyal PalaceRoman aqueductAlhambraWindmillsPaellaFlamencoFlamenco is a type of music and dance from southern Spain.  A six-stringed Spanish guitar is used in ﬂamenco and in classical music.MEDITERRANEAN SEAFRANCENSEW 65Flamenco music and danceThis art museum in Bilbao  is as famous for its futuristic design as it is for the works  of modern art it containsThis cathedral was designed by the Spanish architect Antoni Gaudí and is still being built today, although work ﬁrst  began in 1882Soccer is hugely popular in Spain and the national team won the men’s World Cup in 2010This palace is the largest in Europe.  It has 3,418 roomsThe magniﬁcent windmills  of central Spain feature  in Don Quixote, a novel  by the Spanish writer  Miguel de Cervantes This palace and fortress in Granada was built when Spain was ruled by the Moors (medieval Muslim people from North Africa) Paella is a big dish of rice, meat, and seafood that originated in ValenciaGreenhousesFruits and vegetables are grown in thousands of large greenhouses  at AlmeríaBarcelonaValenciaAlicanteAqueducts, like this one in Segovia, carried fresh drinking water to towns and cities in Roman timesMálagaEbroDueroHola!HelloANDORRAALGERIABalearic IslandsSpanish tapasTapas are small plates of food, served separately as snacks or eaten together as a full meal. Dishes  can be hot or cold and include olives and ﬁsh, such as anchovies. Olive oilOlives grow throughout Spain and Portugal. They are either eaten as snacks or pressed to make oil. Spain produces more olive oil than any other country. GuadalquivirSPAINMadridSan SebastianBilbaoFigueresGranadaAlmerÍaCórdobaKEYPRODUCECheeseVineyardsIberian black pigsSunflowersOrangesPalmaOlives and oil BarleyCattleWheatRiceBananasZaragozaINDUSTRYFishingCoal miningIron oreACTIVITIESSkiingSurfingCartagenaAnchoviesOlivesPadel tennis playerThis special type of tennis  is played on a small court enclosed in glass 
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ITALY
Italy stretches down from the Alps in the north to  the Mediterrean island of Sicily in the south. The country is shaped like a boot, with its toe almost touching Sicily. In ancient times, the Romans built  a great empire that was ruled from Rome. Italy is also famous for its art and architecture. La Scala  opera houseLeaning Tower of PisaMichelangelo’s sculpture of DavidJuliet’s balconyWhite marble quarryViolinLeonardo da VinciLeonardo da Vinci was one of  the world’s greatest artists and inventors. In the late 15th century he painted The Last Supper, an oil painting showing Jesus Christ’s last meal with his disciples (followers).VeniceVenice is a city of canals instead of streets. It is built on 118 small islands linked together by bridges. People travel around the city on boats called gondolas.ScootersThere are lots of twisting little lanes and streets in Italy, so many people use small scooters to get around towns and cities.CorsicaGelatoItalian ice cream is called gelato and is soft and creamy. It comes in lots of delicious ﬂavors, including amarena cherry, pistachio, and walnut.SLOVENIACROATIAAUSTRIASWITZERLANDSAN MARINOSienaThis magniﬁcent opera house in Milan hosts many classical performancesSome of the ﬁnest violins are made in northern ItalyThe play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare is set in Verona, and “Juliet’s balcony,” where Romeo was said to woo Juliet, attracts many visitors GenoaItalian marble is a hard, smooth stone used to make bright, white sculpturesBolognaPisaThis bell tower tilts to one side because it was built on soft groundLIGURIAN SEAThis famous statue in Florence, of the biblical character David, was created by the Italian artist MichelangeloThis tiny independent republic has an area  of just over 24 sq miles (61 sq km)FerrariFerrari make sports  and Formula One race cars in Maranello, northwest of BolognaCiao!HelloTiberPoPoArnoAdigeThe Last SupperGelatoVeniceVeronaMilanTurinFRANCEFlorence
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Mount EtnaMount VesuviusEdible dormouseTrulliSardiniaSicilySpaghetti is one of hundreds of types of pasta made in Italy, and spaghetti with tomato sauce is a classic dishTo start the day, Italians drink strong espresso coﬀee, often made in stovetop coﬀee potsFood and drink Italian food and drink is enjoyed around the world. Italy is the home of pizza and one of its most popular ﬂavors is the simple margherita pizza, made with mozzarella cheese, tomato, and basil.ColosseumThis large open-air amphitheater  was built by the Ancient Romans as  an arena for gladiator ﬁghts.  It is the largest amphitheater    ever built.ADRIATIC SEAVATICAN CITYSpaghettiStovetop coffee potMargherita pizzaAt 10,991 ft (3,350 m), Etna on the island of Sicily is Europe’s highest active volcanoCataniaThis large dormouse is so named because the ancient Romans ate it as a delicacyThese dry stone huts with cone roofs are called trulli and are found in the Italian region of ApuliaNaplesMount Vesuvius is a volcano near Naples that erupted in Ancient Roman times, destroying the city of Pompeii. It is still erupting today CagliariThe Vatican City in Rome is the home of the Pope, the head of the Roman Catholic Church. It is the world’s smallest sovereign stateArrivederci!Good-byeIONIAN SEANSEWITALYSicilySicily is the largest island in  the Mediterranean Sea. It has historic towns and cities, rugged coastline, ancient ruins, and natural wonders, such  as the volcano Mount Etna.SCALE100 kilometers050 miles100 milesMEDITERRANEAN SEARomeBifernoOfantoReggio di CalabriaPalermoKEYFishingINDUSTRYPRODUCEVineyardsOlives and oilFigsWheatRiceTomatoesSoccerSkiingScuba divingHikingACTIVITIESLemonsAlmondsGoatsCheeseShellfishBari 670
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CZECHIA (CZECH REPUBLIC)CENTRAL
EUROPE
Central Europe is a region of historic cities and ancient castles. Farming is important in Poland, as are industries such as coal mining and steel. To the south, people enjoy hiking and skiing in the rugged mountains of Czechia and Slovakia.Toruń gingerbreadMotorcyclespeedwayŠpilberk CastleHopsSkodaLiberecBratislavaCastle Charles BridgeThis medieval stone bridge is  lined with statues. It crosses the  Vltava River in Prague.Astronomical ClockThis 600-year-old clock is in  the Old Town Square of Prague.  Every hour, mechanical statues move and perform.POLANDSLOVAKIAGERMANYBALTIC SEAKRKONOŠE NATIONAL PARKVistulaOderLabeVáh68Hops are used  to brew beer, a Czech specialtyCars are made by  Skoda in  Czechia This medieval fortress stands on a hill overlooking the city of Bratislava Racing motorcycles around sandy speedway circuits  is a popular sport  in PolandSpicy ginger is added to sweet dough to make  this delicious gingerbreadThis hilltop  fortress used to include a prisonBohemian glassGlassmaking is a traditional craft in Bohemia, the eastern half of the Czechia. Hand-cut, colored, and gold-plated glasses are made in studios across Bohemia.Astronomical clockAUSTRIABratislavaWrocławPoznańGdańskSzczecinKoszalinToruńBrnoOstravaHalo!HelloAhoj!HelloSCALE50 kilometers0050 milesPragueNSEWTable tennisTable tennis player Natalia Partyka is the world’s youngest ever Paralympian athlete 
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 69Malbork CastleMarie CurieEuropean bisonSt. Mary’s BasilicaSpiš CastleWhitewater slalomDobšinská  Ice CavePreŠovLocal produceMany diﬀerent berries grow in the ﬁelds and forests of central Europe. Milk from Polish cows  is used in creamy cheeses, Slovakian pork makes Pressburg saláma sausage, and Chlebičky open sandwiches are  a Czech delicacy.High TatrasThe High Tatra Mountains lie between Poland and Slovakia. Cable cars carry passengers to the top of Lomnický Peak, one of the highest mountains in Slovakia.Czech ChlebičkyBlack currantsGooseberriesBison once lived all over Europe. They survive today in this ancient forestThis great Polish scientist was  born in WarsawThis distinctive brick cathedral has two diﬀerent towersSpiš is one of  Europe’s biggest  castle sitesFrozen waterfalls and ice columns ﬁll this ice cave, the largest in SlovakiaCanoeing and kayaking are very popular in SlovakiaRUSSIAUKRAINEROMANIACARPATHIAN MOUNTAINSBIAŁOWIEŻA FORESTHUNGARYLITHUANIA This medieval  brick fortress is the largest in the worldRaspberriesPolish cheeseMarket squareKraków medieval market square is the largest in Europe. The beautiful buildings and many bars and cafés  attract lots of visitors.BELARUSSlovakian Pressburg salámaBugWarsawKrakÓwŁÓdźLublin Cable carKoŠiceKEYINDUSTRYPRODUCEPotatoesWheatCornApplesCattlePigsSugar beetsStrawberriesHikingIce hockeyRock climbingACTIVITIESSoccerSkiingCyclingCanoeingCoalSteelSilverAhoj!Hello


[image: background image]
Chain BridgeLake HévízHungarian gray cattleNonius horseDalmatianWater poloThese muscular, dark horses were  once used in farmingThese unique beef cattle graze on the Hungarian plainsThis suspension bridge lies over the Danube River in BudapestThis thermal  lake is one of  the largest  in the worldThis team ball game is played in a swimming pool, and is one of Croatia’s most  popular sportsThis dog breed traces its roots back to Dalmatia, a coastal region of CroatiaPula AmphitheaterThis Roman amphitheater, or stadium, once hosted gladiator ﬁghts. It is  Croatia’s best-preserved ancient monument.HUNGARYCROATIADubrovnikSplitSzéchenyi BathsThe waters of these baths in Hungary are heated by two thermal springs. The ornate interior makes it feel as  if you are swimming inside a cathedral.DanubeGoulashSavaVELEBITBAKONYADRIATIC SEACornWheatCheeseVineyardsSunflowersPigsCoalHandballSailingSoccerHikingChessSkiingACTIVITIESINDUSTRYPRODUCESERBIAROMANIAHelló!HelloBok!HelloLake BalatonITALYDravaTiszaHUNGARY, CROATIA,  
AND SLOVENIA
Hungary’s historic capital, Budapest, lies on the banks of the Danube River, which ﬂows through the country. Many crops are grown on the fertile plains. Croatia’s coastline is dotted with hundreds of small islands that are fun to sail around. Slovenia has serene lakes and high mountains that are great for skiing.DebrecenMiskolcPécsRijekaSzegedGyőrZagrebBudapestOsijekLjubljanaMariborThis castle stands on Castle Hill in LjubljanaSLOVENIAZdravo!HelloNSEWBOSNIA ANDHERZEGOVINAHungarian foodSpicy paprika is made from dried chilies and is used in Hungarian dishes such as goulash, a ﬂavorful beef stew. SCALE100 kilometres0050 milesMONTENEGROALBANIALake BledLake Bled lies in  the mountains of Slovenia. In the center of the lake is a small island with a beautiful church.PaprikaLake BledLjubljanaCastleSLOVAKIAAUSTRIAKEY
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 71St. Sophia’s CathedralPysankaMuseumRoe deerKorovaiCossack dancingBlack Sea resortsThe sandy beaches of the Black Sea attract lots of visitors in the summer monthsThis traditional, decorated bread is made for weddingsThe Cossack people live in Russia and Ukraine; they have  a special athletic  style of danceA golden dome with  a cross on top sits  at the center of  this spectacular cathedral in KyivThese nimble deer live in forests throughout UkraineThis museum is shaped like a pysanka, which is a decorated Ukranian Easter eggChildren’s DayChildren’s Day is a special day that honors all children around the world. It is celebrated by a parade on June 1 every year in Kyiv, the capital of Ukraine.Wooden churchesUkraine is known for its traditional wooden churches. There is a range of styles, with churches in diﬀerent parts of the country having their own unique shape and look.Honey and walnutsBees are kept throughout  Ukraine for their sweet, sticky honey. Crunchy walnuts are an important crop.UKRAINE
 
Ukraine is the second largest country in Europe.  The country’s ﬂag is blue and yellow, representing  the sky and the golden wheat and bright sunﬂowers that cover large areas of the landscape. Industry is important, with Ukraine being a major producer of hydroelectric power, steel, and coal.UKRAINEKyivKharkivDniproOdessaL’vivDonetskZaporizhzhyaChernobylSEA OF AZOVBLACK SEAMOLDOVABELARUSNSEWSCALE100 kilometers0050 miles100 milesDnieperDniesterPivdennyy BuhHoneyWalnutsKEYCornWheatVineyardsSunflowersSugar beetsCattleSteelNuclear powerCoalHydroelectricpowerChessHikingINDUSTRYACTIVITIESPRODUCERUSSIAPOLANDROMANIADesnaChildren’s ParadeTrinity Church, ZhovkvaZdravstvuyte!HelloCARPATHIANSCrimeaSince 2014, Crimea has been annexed by RussiaUkraine was invaded by Russia in February 2022
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SOUTHERN CARPATHIANSROMANIA 
 
AND BULGARIA
Among the mountains and forests of Romania are dramatic castles and ancient stone churches. Bulgaria is also mountainous and on the sides of the valleys are vineyards that produce grapes for wine. In the summer months many tourists visit the Black Sea.PiteŞtiViscri Fortified ChurchSphinxBigar WaterfallThis unique and beautiful waterfall spreads water into ﬁne streamsThis rock formation in the Bucegi Natural Park looks like the face of Egypt’s SphinxBorn in Oneşti, Nadia Comăneci was the ﬁrst gymnast to be awarded a perfect score  of 10 at the Olympics,  in 1976This church is protected by a  high stone wall  and watchtowersMany gray wolves  live in Romania,  most of them in the Carpathian MountainsGymnasticsGray wolfROMANIAIaŞiOneŞtiTimiŞoaraBotoŞaniSatu MareBranCARPATHIAN MOUNTAINSCluj-NapocaMOLDOVAUKRAINEHUNGARYSERBIAHorezu Monastery frescoBran CastleThis castle in Transylvania is  often known as Dracula’s Castle, because it ﬁts the description of the  castle where the vampire Dracula lived  in the novel by Bram Stoker.CarpathiansRocky peaks and breathtaking scenery are features of the Carpathians,  a chain of mountains that curves through the heart of Romania. In the valleys below the mountain tops are groves of pine forest.FrescoesBeautiful frescoes (paintings) on the ceilings and walls of the Horezu Monastery in southern Romania include scenes from the life of Christ. Details are highlighted  in golden paint.Horseshoe batCaves in the Carpathian Mountains are home to hundreds of horseshoe bats.  They come out at  night to feed on  ﬂying insects.SiretMureŞAlo!Hello
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 73PlovdivVarnaBurgasNSEWKEYWheatSunflowersCornHikingSkiingWind powerCoalOilNuclear powerVineyardsSheepPotatoesWrestlingNatural gasCarsHydroelectric powerPRODUCEACTIVITIESINDUSTRYBLACK SEARila MonasteryRose oilRock-hewn churches of IvanovoDalmatian pelicanPalace of ParliamentThis monastery is an important holy site in the Eastern Orthodox ChurchThese churches and chapels were carved into the rocks and decorated with muralsThis is one of the biggest civic buildings in the worldThese large birds live on the lower part of the Danube River and on the Black Sea coastBULGARIABucharestConstanţaBALKAN MOUNTAINSPIRINMOUNTAINSRHODOPE MOUNTAINSSoﬁaGREECETURKEYSCALE50 kilometers0050 milesDamask rosePirin Mountains, BulgariaAlexander Nevsky CathedralThis cathedral in Soﬁa, Bulgaria’s capital, is named  after a Russian prince and saint. Bulgaria’s main religion is Eastern Orthodox.HikingMountainous landscapes, such as the Carpathians of Romania and the Pirin Mountains in southwest Bulgaria, are popular places for hiking and exploring. The Pirin Mountains are known for their many beautiful, crystal-clear lakes. Valley of the RosesPink Damask roses are grown in  the center of Bulgaria. The petals are used to make rose oil, which is used  in perfumes, and rosewater, which  is a food ﬂavoring. IskurMaritsaDanubeOltZdravey!HelloNORTH MACEDONIA
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PatrasLarissaKavalaIoanninaVolosPorosThessalonikiCorfuRuins of the Temple of Apollo at DelphiMount AthosAleppo pine Mount OlympusSCALE100 kilometers50 kilometers0050 milesNSEWCorfuBULGARIAALBANIAIONIAN SEAAEGEAN SEATraditional Greek dancersMonasteries  Medieval monks built more than  20 monasteries at Metéora, each  perched at the top of one of the tall  rock pillars found at this spectacular site.  Today, only six of them remain.DancingTraditional dancing plays an important role in many Greek celebrations. These are happy, sociable occasions with lots of lively music. There are 20 monasteries at this site, which is also known as the Holy MountainAncient Greeks believed that the priestess of this temple could predict the futureThis was the mythical home of the gods and goddesses  of Ancient GreeceThe resin from this tree  is used to ﬂavor retsina wine, a Greek specialityGeia sou!HelloKefaloniaRHODOPEMOUNTAINSPINDUS MOUNTAINSGREECE
Greece is the home of one of the world’s ﬁrst great civilizations and has a long and fascinating history. There are ancient remains, magniﬁcent mountains, hundreds of islands with glorious beaches to explore, and delicious traditional food to enjoy. Greece’s many attractions have made it popular with tourists.KEYOlives and oilVineyardsWheatCottonFigsGoatsSheepCheeseMarbleBauxiteLeatherShellfishDolphinCoral reefNATURAL FEATURESPRODUCEHikingSoccerTourismACTIVITIESNORTHMACEDONIA
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 75PiraeusNaxosChalkidaSpartaHeraklionChaniaRhodesMytiliniMarginated tortoiseAncient OlympicsMinoan octopus stirrup jar Bull-leaping frescoKnights of Rhodes PalaceSailingAthensRhodesCreteSantoriniLesbosNaxosSamosThiraTURKEYMEDITERRANEAN SEAKosKarpathosFishing tripRooops in GreeceThe ParthenonThis temple is part of a group  of ancient remains on the Acropolis  of Athens, a rocky hill overlooking the  city. It dates from the 5th century b.Island lifeFishing and farming were  once the two main trades on the Greek islands. Tourism, however, is now taking over.  Greek buildingsBuildings on Greek  islands are often painted white to reﬂect the heat of the summer sun and help keep them cool. Many church roofs are traditionally painted lue.Traditional foodA typical Greek meal may start with several small dishes, such as tzatziki (yogurt dip) and pita read, followed  y meaty keas and a refreshing Greek salad with  feta cheese.Tzatziki and pita breadSailing around  the Greek islands  is popular in summerDiving for natural sponges is an important source of income for some islandersThe original Olympic Games were ﬁrst  held at Olympia  around 776 bceThis is the largest  tortoise in the Mediterranean.  It can live more  than 100 yearsThis wall painting at the ancient  Palace at Knossos shows people leaping over a bull as part of a ritualThese curved jars used for storing liquids, such as oil and wine, are decorated with the octopus found in the seas around Crete This imposing medieval castle was once a fortress, but now houses a museumSEA OF CRETEKalymnosGreek saladKebabs
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INDUSTRYPRODUCEEUROPEAN 
RUSSIA AND  
THE BALTICS
Russia is the largest country in the world and stretches  across two continents: Europe and Asia. European Russia  lies to the west of the UralMountains.ThesmallBaltic countries of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are on the east coast of the Baltic Sea.Winter PalaceRhythmic gymnasticsFabergé eggRUSSIA(European Russia)UkhtaMurmanskVorkutaArchangelThese beautifully jeweled eggs were made as Easter gifts for the Czars and  their familiesThe Winter Palace was the home of Russian emperors, who were called Czars This sport combines gymnastics and ballet, and Russia has produced several champion female gymnasts, including Evgeniya KanaevaSPORTOil GasAircraftCoalCarsShipbuildingPulp and paperKirovSt. PetersburgCherepovetsKEYVineyardsWatermelonsStrawberriesRaspberriesPotatoesSunflowersLumberSoccerChessIce hockeyMatryoshka dollWooden painted Matryoshka dolls are nested dolls that ﬁt one inside the other. The largest doll is a mother ﬁgure and the smallest is a baby. The dolls are popular as ornaments worldwide. URAL MOUNTAINSWHITE SEABARENTS SEAPechoraNSEWARCTIC CIRCLELake  OnegaLake  LadogaRaekoja platsIn Tallinn’s old town stands Raekoja Plats (Town Hall Square.) This lovely square has many attractive medieval buildings and in the summer is ﬁlled with outdoor cafés.FINLANDBALTIC SEARigaVilniusTallinnESTONIALATVIALITHUANIAEstonian National MuseumThis museum has a modern, wedge-shaped designRiga CathedralHill of CrossesThis cathedral is  known for its large  pipe organ and concerts are held regularlyThousands of crosses stand on this hill, which is a symbol of the Christian faith  for LithuaniansRUSSIA(Asian Russia)
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Subway station  The underground railroad system in Moscow is fast and eﬃcient. Its stations are decorated with beautiful paintings and sculptures. St. Basil’s CathedralTroika racingFigure skatingLeo TolstoyBalalaikaVodkaPyotr IIyich  TchaikovskyNizhny NovgorodRostov-on-DonSamaraVoronezhKazanMoscowVolgaDonDacha and gardenBolshoi ballet dancersRacing troikas—carriages mounted on skis and pulled  by three horses—is a popular  sport in winterThis colorful cathedral in Moscow’s Red Square has onion-shaped domesTolstoy wrote the classic novels  Anna Karenina and War and Peace. He died at Astapovo railroad station, south of Moscow, which was later named after himTchaikovksy was one of the ﬁrst Russian composers to become popular worldwide. His ballets include The NutcrackerThis strong alcoholic drink is a Russian specialtyThis Russian, triangle-shaped  string instrument is similar to a guitarSochiPermThe BolshoiThe Bolshoi is the world’s oldest ballet company. Its classically trained dancers perform at the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow and at theaters in other parts of the world.Symbol of RussiaThe brown bear represents the size and power of the country to Russians andthe rest of  the world.Figure skating is popular in Russia; skaters perform solo or in pairs 77Tasty foodShchi is a Russian cabbage  soup. It also includes other vegetables, such as tomatoes, carrots, and even nettles. Meat can be added, too. Raspberries are another favorite delicacy, grown in southwestern Russia.UKRAINE150 kilometres150 miles00SCALECASPIAN SEAAZERBAIJANGEORGIAKAZAKHSTANShchiRaspberriesCAUCASUS MOUNTAINSDachasSome people who live in big Russian cities have a second home in the country, known as a dacha. Here, they go to relax and grow fruit and vegetables in the garden.
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78RIVERS, LAKES, 
AND MOUNTAINS
Earth’s surface is crisscrossed with streams and rivers, lakes, and high mountains. Many rivers begin as streams high up in the mountains, ﬂow downhill through valleys to low-lying areas, and then pour out into seas. Lakes are large pools of water surrounded by land. Mountains are formed over millions of years, as huge areas of land push into each other, forcing the ground upward.Five longest rivers The longest rivers in the world ﬂow across large continents. They begin in the mountains and ﬂow all the way to the open sea.Five highest mountains The highest mountains in the world are all in Asia. They are found in the borderlands between China, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. There is little diﬀerence in height between them, but there is no doubt that Mount Everest has the highest peak.Five rivers with the most water The Amazon has the most water by far. Its closest rivals each hold less than one-ﬁfth of the water that ﬂows along the Amazon. Rivers  with the most water are formed in places with heavy rainfall, such  as rain forests. They also have wide surface areas to catch the rain. This mountain is close to Everest. Its name means “south peak”Everest is on the border between Nepal and ChinaThis mountain lies between Nepal and India1. Mount Everest29,029 ft (8,848 m)Nile, Africa 4,258 miles (6,853 km)Amazon, South America 3,999 miles (6,437 km)Yenisei, Asia 2,167 miles (3,487 km)2. K228,251 ft  (8,611 m)5. Makalu27,838 ft  (8,485 m)3. Kangchenjunga28,169 ft  (8,586 m)4. Lhotse27,940 ft (8,516 m)The Mississippi flows into the Gulf of MexicoThe Nile flows into the Mediterranean SeaThe Yenisei flows into the Arctic OceanMississippi, North America 2,320 miles (3,734 km)K2 lies between China and Pakistan Makalu is one of the hardest mountains in the world to climbYangtze, Asia 3,915 miles (6,300 km)The Yangtze flows into the Pacific OceanAmazon, South AmericaCongo, AfricaGanges, AsiaOrinoco,  South AmericaYangtze,  Asia
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 791. Caspian Sea, Asia and Europe143,000 sq miles (371,000 sq km)2. Lake Superior, North America 31,820 sq miles (82,414 sq km)3. Lake Victoria, Africa 26,828 sq miles (69,485 sq km) The Amazon flows into the Atlantic Ocean3. Mount Thera,2. ChangbaishanVolcano,Santorini, Greece1610 bceChina 969 ceMountains make up about one-ﬁh of the world’s landscape.Victoria is the largest tropical lake and is the source of the Nile River.LAND OF LAKESThere are more than 187,000 lakes in Finland, which gives the country the nickname ”The Land of the Thousand Lakes.“Three powerful  volcanic eruptions Many volanos ar also mountains. Ths ar thr of th most powrful volani ruptions in history. Whn thy rupt, volanos an aus grat damag and hang th landsap. Three largest lakes Th thr biggst laks ar sprad aross four diﬀrnt ontinnts. Th largst is th Caspian Sa, whih bordrs Asia and Europ. It has salty watr and is both a sa and a lak. Lak Suprior is th world’s largst frshwatr lak. FASTEST-FLOWING RIVERThe Amazon is the fastest-flowing river in the world. Its waves are so strong that it is possible to surf down the river!1. Mount Tambora,Indonesia 1815 ce
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1. In which country would you ﬁnd the Taj Mahal?2. Atatürk was the ﬁrst president of which country?3. Which country is known for its Terra-cotta Army?4. In which country would you ﬁnd tents called ghers?
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ASIA
Asia is the world’s largest, most populated continent. China and India are big, bustling countries, where industry is growing rapidly. The main world religions all began in Asia. Many early civilizations flourished here, and the continent has many ancient sites.5. On which island would you ﬁnd the Taipei 101 tower?6. Which country  is the home of table tennis?7. What is Japan’s tallest structure called?8. Rose mallow is the national ﬂower of which country?You can ﬁnd all  the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.
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ASIA
Asia is the world’s largest continent and home to more than half the world’s population. Countries range from big, inﬂuential nations, such as China, to the tiny state of Qatar. The landscape includes dry deserts, green forests, snowy mountains, and vast expanses of wild, open countryside.KAZAKHSTANSYRIASAUDI  ARABIAINDIAIRANLEBANONISRAELJORDANIRAQGEORGIAARMENIAAZERBAIJANTURKMENISTANUZBEKISTANKYRGYZSTANTAJIKISTANAFGHANISTANPAKISTANKUWAITQATARUNITED ARAB EMIRATESYEMENOMANNEPALSRI LANKAMaldivesARABIAN SEABAY OF MEDITERRANEANSEABLACK SEACASPIAN SEARED SEAGULF OF ADENSocotraBAHRAININDIAN OCEANDead SeaThe Dead Sea, on the borders of Israel, Jordan, and the West Bank, is a large salt lake. It gets its name because the water is too salty for any animal to live there. The salt, however, makes ﬂoating in the water  easy. The salt is also  used in skin and healthcare products.Ganges RiverThis long river ﬂows from the Himalayan mountains into the Bay of Bengal. It is considered sacred by  Hindus. More than 4 million people live on the fertile farmland that surrounds the Ganges.Khyber PassThis high pass through the mountains between Afghanistan and Pakistan links central and southern Asia. It was a key part of the ancient Silk Road, along which goods were once traded between Europe and Asia. CYPRUSSCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 milesTURKEY (TÜRKIYE)
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 83SumatraBRUNEIRUSSIAMONGOLIACHINANORTH KOREASOUTH KOREAJAPANBHUTANBANGLADESHMYANMAR (BURMA)VIETNAMLAOSCAMBODIATHAILANDMALAYSIAINDONESIAPHILIPPINESBorneoJavaEAST TIMORAndamanIslandsNicobarIslandsHainanDaoTAIWANKurile Islands BENGALGULF OFTHAILANDJAVA SEASOUTHCHINASEAEASTCHINASEAPACIFICOCEANPHILIPPINE SEASEA OF JAPANSEA OF OKHOTSKARCTICOCEANEASTSIBERIANSEABERING SEATIMOR SEAANDAMAN SEAMongolian plainsMost of Mongolia is made up of wild, grassy plains. Around a third of the country’s people live a nomadic life, roaming the plains on horseback and living in large tents called ghers.SeoulThis bustling city is the capital  of South Korea. It is an exciting  mix of the old and the new,  with traditional street markets  and ancient Buddhist temples alongside modern high-rise buildings and shops selling  all the latest high-tech products. Rice ﬁelds Rice is grown in many parts of Asia, including China, India, and Southeast Asia. Farmers grow the rice in ﬁelds that are ﬂooded with water, called paddy ﬁelds. 
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IrtyshUralYekaterinburgOmskKrasnoyarskAlmatyPavlodar TarazAktauAktobeNovosibirskShymkentKaragandaCASPIAN SEAKARA SEAWeightlifting Bayterek MonumentSilver birchSaiga antelopeZenkovCathedralThese  thin, white and silver trees are covered in paperlike barkThis antelope has an unusually shaped nose that ﬁlters out the dust blowing across the plains in summerThis Russian Orthodox cathedral is the second tallest wooden building  in the worldThis 318-ft (97-m) tower is the symbol  of AstanaWeightlifting is popular in Kazakhstan, with competitions for both men and womenOb’Yenisei Lake BalkhashCross-countryskiingThis sport is a popular form of exercise during the long winter monthsNoril’skAstanaCHINASälem!HelloNATURAL  FEATURESVolcanoesEarthquakes KEYINDUSTRYPRODUCENatural gasOilCoalDiamondsGoldLumberAluminumSteelIronUraniumChromiumSPORTIce hockeyWheatSugar beetsCattleSalmonSheepBactrian camelRUSSIA(Asian Russia)RUSSIA(European Russia)KAZAKHSTANHazrat Sultan MosqueThis huge mosque in Kazakhstan’s capital, Astana, can hold more  than 10,000 worshipers. Presidential PalaceThe Akorda Presidential Palace in  Astana is the oﬃcial workplace of the president of Kazakhstan and his  staﬀ. This impressive building opened in 2004.Kazakhs huntingHunting with golden eaglesMany Kazakh people are  skilled horse riders. Some  hunt on horseback on the  wide, open plains, using  golden eagles to catch prey,  such as foxes and hares.ARALSEAKAZAKH STEPPEASIAN RUSSIA  
AND KAZAKHSTAN
Asian Russia stretches from Europe’s border to the Paciﬁc Ocean. Much of the landscape is rugged, with few people living there. Kazakhstan lies to the southwest. This country also has large open spaces, including the vast plains of the Kazakh Steppe.ARCTIC OCEANUZBEKISTANKYRGYZSTAN84ARCTIC CIRCLE
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Pacific salmonMagadanIrkutskKhabarovskVladivostokYakutskBERING SEALAPTEV SEAKlyuchevskaya SopkaSiberian flying squirrel Trans-SiberianRailroad Baikal sealKamchatka hot springsYakutsThis small seal lives only in Lake Baikal This is the longest railroad in the world, stretching 5,780 miles (9,300 km) from Moscow in Europe to the far  east of RussiaYakut people live in the east of Russia. Those near the coast catch ﬁsh and breed reindeer, while Yakuts in the south raise cattle and horsesThis small squirrel can glide from tree to tree using the skin stretched between its legs as a parachuteAt 15,580 ft (4,750 m),  this is the highest, active volcano in Europe and Asia These hot thermal springs naturally heat water to a warming temperature of 104–140°F (40–60°C)AmurLake BaikalYABLONOI MOUNTAINSLenaSalmon farmingPaciﬁc salmon are farmed  oﬀ the eastern coast of Russia.  They are kept in netted areas  of the sea and fed on ﬁsh food pellets and small ﬁsh.CHINAUSAZdravstvuyte!HelloAmur tigerThe Amur, or Siberian, tiger lives in forests in the far east of Russia. These tigers are rare, and many live in protected conservation areas.Lake BaikalLake Baikal is the world’s oldest and deepest freshwater lake. The lake is home to more than 1,500 unique species of plants and animals. International Space StationThe space station orbits the Earth and was built using Russian technology. Russia’s Soyuz spacecraft carries people and supplies to the space station.Soyuz spacecraft00600 miles600 kilometersSCALEMONGOLIANSEW
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EskişehirSEA OF MARMARAMEDITERRANEAN SEATAURUS  MOUNTAINSBosphorusLake TuzHagia SophiaDüden waterfallsMustafaKemal AtatürkTurkish pineBodrum CastleLibrary of CelsusMersinKonyaAntalyaDenizliİzmirBalkesirBursaIstanbulTURKEY
Turkey (Türkiye) lies partly in Asia and partly in Europe and is inﬂuenced by both Eastern and Western culture. Istanbul, the historic city on the Bosphorus River, links the two continents. This huge country has a varied landscape, and its mountains, lakes, beaches, and ancient sites make it attractive to tourists.These pine trees are important in the Turkish lumber industryAtatürk was the ﬁrst president of Turkey; he set up his government in Ankara, which replaced Istanbul as the capital in 1923AnkaraThis group  of waterfalls  ﬂows into the Mediterranean SeaThis stone castle once protected the port of BodrumThis ancient Roman building in Ephesus was partly destroyed by an earthquake in 262 ce.Built as a Christian church, Hagia Sophia is now a mosqueIznik tilesThese beautiful painted tiles are named after the town where they were made. They decorate the walls of the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul.Merhaba!HelloCotton PalaceThis unique geological formation is called Pamukkale, or Cotton Palace. It has white limestone terraces, thermal pools, and hot springs, as well as Ancient Roman remains.HierapolisThis ancient city was built on hot springs and so had Roman baths as well as an amphitheaterBULGARIAGREECECYPRUSWall tiles, Topkapi PalaceTURKEY (TÜRKIYE)86VolleyballVolleyball is a popular sport with both men and womenSabiha Gökçen was the world’s first female fighter pilot; an airport in Istanbul  is named after herSabiha GökçenTopkapı PalaceThis grand palace was once home to the rulers of the Ottoman Empire. Today, it is a museum, containing  many exhibition halls. 
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 87KEYWheatSunflowersBarleyCottonPotatoesVineyardsSheepGoatsPRODUCEGEORGIAARMENIASYRIAPONTIC MOUNTAINSEuphratesTigris Lake VanINDUSTRYCarsShipbuildingElectronicsNatural gasSPORTBasketballSoccerScuba  divingHikingNATURAL FEATURESMount NemrutCherriesAlpine choughVanBatmanDiyarbakrMalatyaGaziantepTraditional danceFolk dancing is popular throughout Turkey. In the Black Sea region, people dress in black and red outﬁts trimmed with gold and silver. They dance using short, quick steps accompanied by violins.Black Sea folk dancersTurkish foodThe food of Turkey has rich ﬂavors and aromas. Kabab b’il karaz (sour cherry kebab) is made from minced lamb and sour cherry. Dondurma is a thick, sweet ice cream.SCALE0100 miles50 milesTurkey is the world’s largest producer of cherriesThis bird nests in Turkish mountainsGüle güle!Good-byeKayseriAdanaGreen lizardLarge green lizards live among rocks and bushes. They like to bask in the sun and eat insects.The remains of large statues and a royal tomb are found on this mountainIRAQIRANBLACK SEATrabzonAZERBAIJANGreen turtleEarthquakesTurkish coﬀee has a very  strong ﬂavorKabab b’il karazDondurma Turkish coffeeSamsun100 kilometers0NSEW
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88NSEWAncient architectureThe remains of the Roman city at Tyre in south Lebanon are some of the best preserved ancient monuments in the world. Syrian artefactsArcheologists have uncovered many ancient artifacts in Syria. These include gold coins, such as Umayyad dinars, and mortuary statues, used to mark graves.Lebanese foodLebanese food includes delicious snacks such as fatayer, which is a mini pie ﬁlled with meat, spinach, or cheese, and light dishes such as tabbouleh, a salad  of bulgur wheat, tomatoes,  onions, and herbs.Mortuary statueUmayyad dinarFatayerCarpet weavingBeautiful, handwoven carpets are produced in Syria. Their highly detailed, traditional patterns come in a mix of colors, with red and black being particularly popular. TabboulehSYRIASYRIAN DESERTLEBANONTURKEYJORDANIRAQISRAELMEDITERRANEAN SEASand catThese are the only cats that can live in hot deserts. They  hunt by night, when it is coolerGreat Mosque of DamascusAlso known as the Umayyad Mosque, this is one of the oldest and largest mosques in  the worldMohammed Al-Amin MosqueThis modern mosque has a blue dome and four tall minarets (towers)Cedar of LebanonThis tree is the national symbol  of Lebanon and appears on  the country’s ﬂagThis salad is made from toasted pieces of bread  mixed with lettuce and  other vegetablesFattoush saladSCALE050 kilometersSYRIA
 
AND LEBANON
Syria is largely hot desert, but most people live in  the cooler, fertile coastal areas by the Mediterranean Sea. Lebanon is a small, coastal country with a varied religious and cultural history. The land covered by Syria and Lebanon was once part of the Roman Empire.WheatSheepINDUSTRYOlivesVineyardsCottonOilKEYPRODUCEWoman weaving on a loom50 miles0HamaAleppoManbijAbu KamalPalmyraAl HasakahLatakia‘Ahlaan!HelloBeirutTripoliTyreDamascusHomsTriumphal Arch at Tyre
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Church of the NativityTel Aviv Museum of ArtTimna ValleyDead Sea scrollsBrazen serpent sculptureTemple of ArtemisBlack irisArabian OryxNSEWJerusalemThe ancient city of Jerusalem  has been a place of pilgrimage for Christians, Jews, and Muslims since  biblical times. PetraThe ruins of Petra are famous for their temples and tombs, carved directly out of pink sandstone cliﬀs. Petra  is also called the Rose City, because of the stone’s color.Bedouin hospitalityThe Bedouin tribes that travel across the desert are known for their hospitality. Guests are welcomed and served food and drink, including freshly brewed  coﬀee and spiced tea.JORDANISRAELLEBANONSYRIAIRAQSAUDI ARABIAEGYPTThis Greek temple was dedicated to Artemis,  the goddess of the  moon and of hunting This sculpture is on Mount Nebo, where the Bible says Moses died and was buriedThis gallery contains  a major collection of  early 20th-century artBethlehem church  is built on what is  believed to be  the birthplace of  Jesus ChristThese ancient scrolls  were found in the Qumran caves and  are some of the oldest texts of the Hebrew BibleJordan’s national ﬂower blooms brieﬂy in spring and is a symbol of renewalOryx, a type of antelope, live in the desert. Their curved horns can be up to 30 in (70 cm) longCopper has been mined in this valley for centuries, and many ancient remains have been found hereCraftsTraditional Palestinian crafts include intricate tatreez embroideryISRAEL AND 
JORDAN
Israel, the Palestinian territories, and Jordan are part  of an area known as the Holy Land, home to Jewish, Muslim, and Christian communities for thousands of years. While Israel and Jordan are recognized countries, the Palestinian people have been striving to create  a country of their own for decades.JerusalemHaifaGazaNazarethAmmanZarqaIrbidTel AvivBedouin brewing coﬀeeJerichoShalom!HelloBethlehemBe’er ShevaPetraAqabaMuqatFigsAlmondsAvocadosCattleSheepACTIVITIESWheatOlives and oilVineyardsGrapefruitGoatsOrangesScuba divingCoral reefINDUSTRYKEYPRODUCENatural gasFishingNATURAL FEATURESMa’a salama!GoodbyeSCALE050 kilometersElat50 miles0The Palestinian territories include the West Bank  and the Gaza Strip GAZA  STRIPWEST BANK
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TehranMashhadZahedanIsfahanKirkukShirazAl JawfMosulNajafTabrizErbilAhvazPersepolisPigeon TowerZiggurat of UrBackgammonMarsh Arab reed buildingMada’in SalehBedouin tentBeluga sturgeonTurquoiseImam MosqueCASPIAN SEAIRANIRAQSYRIAAFGHANISTANTURKEYTURKMENISTANELBURZ MOUNTAINSZAGROS MOUNTAINSKAVIR DESERTARABIAN DESERTLUTBaghdadUr treasureUr was an important ancient city in what is  now Iraq. Many treasures were found in tombs there.  These include intricate gold jewelry and a lyre (type of harp) decorated with a golden bull’s head.Colorful tilesThe Safavid Empire ruled Persia (modern-day Iran) from the 14th to the 18th century. The capital of this empire was Isfahan, which was known for its ﬁne art, including colorful tiles.Fine foodsThis region is noted for producing some of the world’s most prized  delicacies. These include high-quality dates, the delicate spice saﬀron,  and the best and most  expensive caviar (ﬁsh eggs). DatesSaffronCaviarMarsh Arabs live in the wetlands of south and east Iraq and build houses using reedsThis ancient temple stood  near the city  of UrThis gemstone has been mined in Iran for more than 5,000 yearsDung collected from these Safavid pigeon coops was used  as fertilizerThe remains of  the Persian city  of Persepolis date back to 515 bceThis board game has been played in Iraq and Iran for centuriesThis 17th-century Isfahan mosque is one of the most beautiful in Iran Eggs from this large ﬁsh are made  into caviarThe Bedouin people live in tents in  the desertThe tombs carved into the rocks here date from the  1st century ceIRAN, IRAQ, AND 
SAUDI ARABIA
Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia all contain large areas  of hot, sandy desert, with huge reserves of oil and natural gas. Some of the world’s earliest civilizations ﬂourished in these lands, and all three countries  have many ancient ruins and other treasures.Isfahan tileDorood!HelloSalam alaikum!HelloGold wreathQueen’s jewelryBull’s head lyreJORDANBasraKUWAITDESERT
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 91MeccaMedinaJeddahCaracalFalconryArabian HorseSand DunesNSEWSAUDI ARABIARED SEAARABIAN SEAOMANYEMENEMPTY QUARTERARABIAN HIGHLANDSSCALE200 kilometers00100 miles200 milesKEYWheatRiceBarleyDatesTomatoes Citrus fruitsWatermelonsPistachionutsGoats SheepCattleCottonChessSkiingBasketballCoral reefEarthquakesOilGasHydroelectric powerScuba divingWrestlingSoccerACTIVITIESNATURAL FEATURESINDUSTRYPRODUCEVeiled chameleonThis chameleon is native to the  southern part of Saudi Arabia,  living in trees and bushes in  the mountains and valleys.  It catches insects by shooting  out its long, sticky tongue.Stained glassStained glass is widely used in mosques. The windows of the Nasir al-Mulk Mosque in Shiraz, Iran are some of the most colorful. As sunlight streams through them, the building is ﬂooded with dazzling colors.MeccaMecca is the birthplace of the prophet Muhammad and is the holiest city in the Muslim world. Many Muslims  travel here every year to pray at the sacred Kaaba shrine.These wild cats were trained to hunt birds for Persian royalty Some of the  best racehorses are bred in  Saudi ArabiaThe sand dunes of the Empty Quarter cover an area the size of France Nasir al-Mulk MosqueMarhaba!HelloUNITED ARABEMIRATESGULF OF OMANPERSIAN GULFPAKISTANSUDANERITREARiyadhETHIOPIAQATARBAHRAINProphet’s MosqueThis is the  second most  holy Muslim siteHunting with trained falcons is  a popular sport in Saudi Arabia Jeddah TowerThis skyscraper is being built and  is planned to be  the ﬁrst-ever building more than 3,281 ft (1 km) high
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9292HelmandFarah RudBand-e Amir lakesSix deep lakes lie side by side at Band-e Amir, in the Hindu  Kush mountains. They are part of Afghanistan’s ﬁrst national park.Fruit and nutsAfghanistan’s farms produce some of the tastiest nuts and  fruit in the world. These include large quantities of pistachio nuts,  apricots, and pomegranates.Citadel of HeratThis huge castle has 18 towers and 6½-ft (2-m) thick brick walls.  It stands on the site of a fort built by Alexander the Great in 330 .Bactrian goldThis hoard of gold artifacts  was discovered in ancient  burial mounds in northern Afghanistan in 1978. It includes jewelry,  coins, and ﬁgures.TAJIKISTANPAKISTANIRANSalaam!HelloSCALE100 kilometers00100 milesEmbroidered hatTraditional clothes in Afghanistan have colorful, detailed embroidery, such as on this child’s hat.JalalabadMazar-i-SharifKabulKandaharHeratBamiyanJama MasjidAfghan  rugPistachio treeBamiyan cavesLapis lazuliMarco Polo sheepKhyber PassHINDU KUSHAFGHANISTAN
Afghanistan lies between Central Asia and China.  In ancient times, Chinese silk and other goods were traded along the Silk Road that passed through the Hindu Kush mountains. Temperatures in the deserts and mountains of Afghanistan vary from very hot  in summer to freezing cold in winter.NSEWAfghan rugs are prized all over the worldThis large mosque in Herat is covered in beautiful glazed tilesPistachio trees grow wild in many parts  of AfghanistanAncient Buddhist statues and manuscripts were discovered in these cavesThis mountain pass links Afghanistan  with Pakistan This highly prized gemstone has been mined in Afghanistan for more than 5,000 yearsThese unusual sheep have huge, spiraling horns, which can be up to 27 in (70 cm) longUZBEKISTANREGISTANDESERTTURKMENISTANHari RudPomegranatesApricotsPistachiosCHINAPRODUCEWheatCornBarleyRicePotatoesRaisinsApricotsKEYCottonSheepGoatsPomegranatesNATURAL FEATURESSapphiresEarthquakes
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IndusFaisal MosqueThis modern mosque is in the capital, Islamabad. It is Pakistan’s largest mosque and its distinctive design  is in the shape of a Bedouin tent. Ramadan Islam is the oﬃcial religion of Pakistan. Muslims fast during the holy month of Ramadan. Meals are only served before dawn and after sunset, when  special prayers are said.IRANAFGHANISTANINDIACoalSaltGreen turtlesEarthquakesTHAR DESERTPoet’sjasmineMarkhorThis large, mountain goat  is the national animal of  Pakistan. Males have long, corkscrewlike horns.Salaam!HelloPrayer before breaking fastKEYWheatSugar caneRiceCottonMangoesOrangesSheepGoatsBuffaloCattlePRODUCEACTIVITIESCricketMountain climbingHikingField hockeyNATURAL FEATURESMohenjo-DaroDerawar FortJinnah MausoleumBadshahi MosqueSnow leopardRita catfishKUSHKARAKORUM RANGEHINDUTextilesGujranwalaKarachiPeshawarLahoreMultanHyderabadRawalpindiPAKISTAN
Pakistan has the world’s fifth largest population. Many people live along the Indus River and its tributaries (streams), which ﬂow down through the middle of the country, providing water to irrigate  the fertile farmland along the riverbanks. Farming  is Pakistan’s main source of income.SCALE100 kilometers00100 milesNSEWMany people work in the textile industry in PakistanThe 40 towers of this large fort can be seen from great distances across the desertThis is Pakistan’s national flower;  it has a rich, perfumed scentThese ruins of a once great city are more than 4,500 years oldPakistan’s founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, is buried hereThis tasty ﬁsh  is a popular  source of foodMore than 100,000 people can pray together at this mosque in Lahore Snow leopards live in Pakistan’s northern  mountains, which  include K2, the world’s  second highest mountainIslamabadK2IndusARABIAN SEACHAGAI HILLSCHINATarbela DamThis 485-ft (148-m)  high dam generates hydroelectric power  Faisalabad 93
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Indian rhinocerosINDIA AND 
SRI LANKA
India is a colorful and crowded country. It stretches  from the snowy Himalayan mountains to the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. Sri Lanka is a tropical  island that is known for its tea plantations.SrinagarMandviBhopalAhmedabadVaranasiNew DelhiHoli FestivalThe Hindu spring festival celebrates color and love. People throw paint powder and get covered in bright colors.Throwing colored paintFragrant spicesRich and ﬂavorful spices are grown in India and Sri Lanka. Ginger adds warmth to sweet and savory dishes and several  diﬀerent spices are used in curries.India has passed special laws to protect this rare rhino   GingerSelection of spicesCricketCricket is the most popular sport in India.  It is played across the country on grass cricket ﬁelds like this one in the city of Mumbai.PAKISTANNEPALBHUTANCHINAPeacockThe peacock is the national bird of India. The males have amazing tail feathers with swirled patterns that look like eyes.MYANMARMahabodhiTempleQutub MinarBengal TigerGolden TempleTaj MahalGhatsEden GardensCity PalaceThe Harmandir Sahib is a golden Sikh temple, which contains a holy textThe beautiful palace is made of white marbleThis holy Buddhist site is built entirely from brickThe Varanasi ghats are stone steps that lead down to the Ganges River and are used in bathing and religious ceremoniesKolkata’s largest cricket ground is a venue for international matchesThis huge, picturesque palace is in UdaipurThis red sandstone tower was built in 1200 ce and is  243 ft (74 m) high   About 3,000 of these tigers live in the wild in IndiaYamunaGangesNarmadaHIMALAYASGangesTHAR DESERTBrahmaputraNamastē!HelloKolkataBANGLADESHJaipurCricketers in Mumbai
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 95NSEWSCALE200 kilometers00200 milesKathakali performersCave templeThe Golden Temple of Dambulla is a sacred site that includes many golden Buddha statues and a monastery carved into the rock.KathakaliIn Kerala state, South India, Kathakali performers wear face paint and costumes and perform dances that act out traditional stories.KovalamSri Jayawardenepura KotteMumbaiBangaloreGoaDamanINDIASRI LANKABAY OF BENGALBollywoodBollywood is one of the world’s biggest ﬁlm industries. It is based  in Mumbai, and its movies are popular all over the world. The ﬁlms feature songs, dancing, romance, and adventure. They are shot in bright, bold colors, like the posters that advertise them. GemstonesPrecious gemstones are mined in Sri Lanka, including unique bright blue sapphires. The island has some of the richest gem ﬁelds in the world.Ajanta and Ellora CavesAsiatic lionIndian cobraThis lion is only found in the Gir Forest region of northwest IndiaThis snake is extremely dangerous, thanks to its venomous biteOdissi dancerAsian elephantAsian elephants used to roam across most of India but are now endangeredThese Buddhist cave monuments contain rock carvings and paintingsThe classical Indian dance Odissi features delicate hand and head movementsHampiHampi was once a rich and large city and is home to several important monumentsKrishnaGodavariPoster for a Bollywood filmINDIAN OCEANARABIAN SEAWESTERN GHATSKuhomadu!HelloAndaman IslandsNicobar IslandsChennaiDiuHyderabadEASTERN GHATSKEYINDUSTRYPRODUCERiceCottonTeaMangoesBlack pepperWheatCricketField hockeyGreen turtleNATURAL FEATURESCoalSilkTechnologyNuclear powerFishingSPORTColombo
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PashupatinathTempleRed pandaHoneyRhododendronsElephant poloSomapura MahaviraSaltwater crocodileShat Gombuj MosqueLumbiniLalitpurJanakpurBiratnagarDhakaChittagongKEYPRODUCETextilesGasHydroelectric powerMangoesShellfishJuteCoconutsRiceTeaClimbingHikingACTIVITIESINDUSTRYMount EverestThe world’s highest mountain sits on Nepal’s border with China. It is 29,029 ft (8,848 m) high. Mountaineers ﬁrst reached Everest’s peak in 1953.SherpasMost Sherpa people live in east Nepal, near Mount Everest. Many are expert climbers, work as mountain guides, and can climb to great heights without becoming tired and  out of breath. MomosThese steamed dumplings are very popular in Nepal. Traditionally, they  are ﬁlled with ground meat, but sometimes vegetables are used.  They are served with a ﬁery chili sauce.NSEWNEPALBANGLADESHNamastē!HelloHyālō!HelloRajshahiEarthquakesNATURAL FEATURESSylhetChili dipping sauceMomosThe red panda lives in forests in the eastern HimalayasGurung tribesmen collect honey  from wild bees nesting in cliﬀsForests of blooming rhododendrons  can be seen in  the Himalayas.  It is Nepal’s  national ﬂowerThis sacred Hindu temple stands in the heart of KathmanduPlayers ride elephants, not horses, in this  version of poloThe remains of a Buddhist monastery form one of the most important historical sites in BangladeshThese massive crocodiles live in the Bay of BengalKhulnaAlthough it is  known as the Sixty Dome Mosque, this Muslim monument has 77 domes INDIACHINATHE HIMALAYASBAY OF BENGALMYANMARPadmaPokharaKathmandu(BURMA)SCALE0100 kilometers100 miles0NEPAL AND 
BANGLADESH
Nepal and Bangladesh are two south Asian countries with very diﬀerent landscapes. The high Himalayan mountains run through Nepal, while much of Bangladesh is only just above sea level, and large areas are ﬂooded during the heavy monsoon rains.Jamdani muslinJamdani is a ﬁne muslin cloth that is produced in the Dhaka area of Bangladesh. It is dyed bright colors and embroidered, then used for saris.Embroidering a sari
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 97Shwedagon PayaShwethalyaung BuddhaMandalayTaunggyiYangonKEYPRODUCESpicesLegumesShellfishSugar caneRiceINDUSTRYJadeRubiesRubberLumberFishingInle LakeThis lake in the mountains is home to some unique species of ﬁsh and snails. People live in houses raised on stilts around the edge of the lake. ChinloneChinlone, or cane ball, is a  traditional sport in Myanmar.  Players use their head and  knees to show how gracefully  they can keep a cane ball  in the air. Cobalt blue tarantulaThis blue-legged spider lives in Myanmar’s tropical forests. It uses deadly venom to catch its prey, including mice and frogs.NSEWSCALE200 miles0Maingalarpar!HelloThese rare, round-headed dolphins hunt for ﬁsh in the Irrawaddy RiverThis huge, reclining Buddha is 180 ft (55 m) long and  52 ft (16 m) high This tall, golden pagoda in Yangon  is the most sacred Buddhist site in MyanmarINDIACHINALAOSBAY OF BENGALNay Pyi DawIrrawaddy0200 kilometersMYANMAR
Myanmar is a long, thin country that follows the Irrawaddy River and the coast of the Bay of Bengal. In the hills and forests of Myanmar, there are mines containing precious gemstones, such as jade and rubies. Its forests produce some of the world’s ﬁnest teak wood, which is very strong and is used in shipbuilding and to make furniture.Playing chinloneTHAILANDMawlamyaingRooster ﬁre balloonFire balloonsThe Festival of Lights is held every year in Myanmar to mark the end of the rainy season in November. Hot-air balloons, called ﬁre balloons, are released into the sky. They are lit by candles and come in various fun shapes.Irrawaddy dolphinShan noodlesThis popular dish uses  ﬂat rice noodles, which are served in a spicy broth with chicken or pork. It is served topped with mustard greens and chopped peanuts. 
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CHINA AND
 
MONGOLIA
More than 1.4 billion people live in China. Most  people live in the industrialized east of this vast  country. Many work in thriving industries, such as technology. Mongolia has far fewer people. Much  of the country is desert or grassland, called steppe.Baby dinosaur fossilsDinosaurs in the GobiDinosaurs lived in Mongolia and China millions of years ago. Many well preserved dinosaur fossils have been found in the Gobi desert.BuddhismBuddhism is a religion and  a philosophy based on the teachings of the Buddha.  In Tibet, Buddhist monks  wear red robes.Tai ChiThis popular group exercise involves a series of slow, controlled movements. People practice Tai Chi for defensive training and to keep healthy. NEPALTAJIKISTANKYRGYZSTANKAZAKHSTANPAKISTANBHUTANINDIAChinese New YearThis is China’s most important festival, when people celebrate the coming of spring. People hold parades led by a huge dancing dragon, a symbol of China that  is believed to bring good luck.Potala PalaceThis Tibetan palace was the home of the Dalai Lama, the spiritual head of Tibetan BuddhismYak are kept for their milk, meat, and wool, and for transportationPeople use this two-humped camel to carry goods in the Gobi desertHIMALAYASPLATEAU OF TIBETTAKLAMAKAN DESERTLhasaYakBactrian camelMONGOLIANi hăo!HelloSain uu!HelloTibetan monkTai Chi in the parkMYANMAR(BURMA)Giant pandaThe giant panda lives in the mountainous forests of south-central China. It feeds on bamboo and is one of the rarest bears in the world.
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 99KEYRiceCottonMilletINDUSTRYPRODUCESheepGoatsTeaPorcelainChina is famous for its high-quality, durable pottery, called porcelain, which is made from kaolin, also known as  China clay. Mongolian horsesThere are more horses in Mongolia than people. The Mongol horse is small, but very strong and sturdy. Many children learn to ride by the age of three.Hong KongThis region of China has a deep natural harbor and a dynamic skyline ﬁlled with tall skyscrapers. It is one of the most crowded areas in the world.SCALE200 kilometers00200 milesTaroko GorgeThe Leehow River carved through marble rock near Taiwan’s east coast, creating this gorge, which is also  called Marble Gorge.VIETNAMLAOSHarbinXi’anRUSSIAForbidden CityThis Chinese imperial palace was once the home of the emperorTable tennisThis popular indoor sport is also known as ping-pongGreat Wall of ChinaThe Great Wall was built to protect China from northern invadersTerra-cotta ArmyThese sculptures, found in the ancient capital of Xi’an , were  made for the emperor to protect him in the afterlifeWulingyuanNational ParkNative to China, this tree is used in Chinese medicineGolden larchThis park features dramatic sandstone pillars and peaksGuilin HainanMore than 1 million people visit Guilin every year to see its stunning landscapeMongolian gherMany Mongolians live in ghers, which are large, round portable tents covered in animal skins Taipei 101This skyscraper in Tapei was designed to look like a bamboo stalkEAST CHINA SEAIndo-Pacific humpback dolphinThis dolphin lives in coastal areas and riversThe world’s tallest type of grass can grow as high as a treeCoalIron SteelLeadFishingCopperTinGoldNuclear powerElectronicsGOBI DESERTYellow RiverYangtzePearl RiverChopsticksTAIWANNSEWNORTHKOREATianjinShenyangNanjingWuhanJingdezhenHangzhouChengduShanghaiGuangzhouHong KongChongqingBambooCHINABeijingTaipeiYELLOW SEAUlan BatorDim sumNoodles with vegetablesChinese foodChinese cuisine is known for  its variety of flavors. Meals often include rice or noodles and are eaten with chopsticks. Dim sum is a traditional Chinese food that consists of small, bite-sized portions.  
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SCALE50 kilometers0050 milesNORTH AND  
SOUTH KOREA
Korea is a long peninsula that is divided into two countries: North Korea and South Korea, which  are very diﬀerent from each other. North Korea is mountainous and mostly rural. South Korea has many large cities and a thriving electronics industry. Juche TowerMount KumgangMyohyang-sanRaccoon dogThe internetSouth Korea has the fastest internet connection rate in the world. Everyone uses the internet for work, school, and play. Many Korean teenagers enjoy playing games online.Fruits and vegetablesThe Asian pear is native to Korea and  is commonly found in gardens. The pear has a yellow peel and a crisp texture. Chinese cabbage,  a green-leaf vegetable, is grown in Korea.Asian pearChinese cabbageSacred mountainMount Paektu is Korea’s highest mountain and is sacred to the Korean people. It is also an active volcano and has a large lake at the top.SEA OF JAPAN/EAST SEACHINAAnnyeonghi gaseyo!Good-byeUsing the internetThis animal fattens up for the cold Korean winter by eating birds, frogs, and fruitThis mountain is a sacred site and major tourist attractionNORTH KOREAThis 492-ft (150-m) high monument has  a metal torch at  the top, which is  lit up at nightThis beautiful mountain features in many Korean works of artKOREA BAYTaedongRUSSIAPyongyangWonsanHamhungSinuijuChongjinSports stadiumThe Rungrado 1st of May Stadium is one of the largest sports stadiums in the world. It is thought to  hold about 114,000 people.
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 101NSEWKEYFishingShipbuildingSteelIronCoalCarsUraniumCopperINDUSTRYPRODUCEACTIVITIESRicePotatoesSoybeansBarleyCabbagesGoatsPigsElectronicsHikingHot springsBaseballSeoul TowerJeongdongjinLong-tailed goralTaekwondoGolfBeach podsStone statuesDistinctive statues known as dol hareubang, or stone grandfathers, are found on the island of Jeju.Jeju IslandAnnyeonghaseyo!HelloA small herd of this rare, wild goat lives  in mountains on the border between North and South Korea People go to watch the sunrise on New Year’s Day at this popular tourist siteModern seaside cabins provide shelter on beachesBoseong Daehan Dawon tea plantationThis green-tea plantation in the mountain valleys of Boseong is a major tourist attractionSOUTH KOREAThis Korean martial art involves lots of fast kickingSat at the top of Namsan mountain,  this tower oﬀers fantastic views  of SeoulThis temple is the administrative center of Korean BuddhismGolf is a popular sport  in Korea. South Korea  has produced several champion women playersThis is the national ﬂower of South KoreaSoccerScuba divingNATURAL FEATURESGreen turtleKorean foodThe classic Korean dish called bibimbap is a hot bowl of rice with vegetables, chili, meat, and egg. Kimchee is a traditional side dish made of seasoned vegetables, including Chinese cabbage. KimcheeBibimbapYELLOW SEAHanNakdongImjingThe island of Jeju is south of the Korean mainlandDaeguDaejeonGwangjuUlsanBusanJinjuFloating festivalEvery October, thousands  of paper memorial lanterns, commemorating soldiers who died defending Korea, are lit and ﬂoated on the  Nam River in Jinju. GuinsaJinju Lantern FestivalHaejuIncheonSuwonSeoulRose mallowSejong City
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JAPAN
Japan is a modern, industrial country, but ancient traditions are still an important part of Japanese culture. Most people live in cities on one of the four main islands. Much of the country is mountainous, with many active volcanoes. Two million people visit Sapporo every winter to see the snow and ice sculpturesThis rare wetland bird is a symbol of long life in JapanTea ceremonyMatcha green tea is served in  a special tea bowl (chawan)  in a traditional ceremony that symbolizes friendship and respect between host and guest. Tea  is placed in a small container (natsume). It is then added  to hot water with a scoop (chashaku) and stirred with a bamboo whisk (chasen). BentoOn special occasions, Japanese parents send their children to school  with a lunch box, or bento, containing decorated food.Martial artsKendo is one of the most popular martial arts in Japan. Fighters  use bamboo swords and wear protective armor.Manga and anime Cartoon drawings are very popular in Japan. Comics in the distinctive hand-drawn style are called  manga, while moving cartoons are known as anime.Aomori Nebuta festivalFestivals are held throughout Japan. Every summer, the city of Aomori holds a festival where huge paper lantern ﬂoats (nebutas), painted with pictures of mythical beasts and warriors, are carried through the streets.Pandas made from rice balls and pieces of seaweedHokkaidōHonshūRed-crowned craneSnow sculpturesTokyoThe crosswalk near Shibuya Station is one of the busiest places in this crowded city. Often more than 1,000 people will be  on it at the same time.AnimeKendoLantern ﬂoatTomakomaiAsahikawaSapporoKushiroHakodateRUSSIAJAPANTohoku earthquakeEarthquakes are common in Japan and this earthquake was the most powerful ever recorded in Japan NatsumeChasenChashakuChawanSendaiAomoriHirosakiKurile Islands
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 103NSEWMount FujiThis active volcano is Japan’s tallest mountain at 12,388 ft (3,776 m). Many people believe Mount Fuji to be sacred and more than 200,000 people  visit it every year.Akashi Kaikyo BridgeThis is one of the world’s longest suspension bridges. It links Awaji Island to the mainlandJapanesemacaqueThese monkeys are famous for keeping warm in hot springsJapan’s tallest structure  is the tower called  Tokyo SkytreeShinto is Japan’s state religion and this is one of its most sacred placesMount Aso is the largest active volcano in JapanThese islands are famous for their beautiful beachesPottery is one of Japan’s oldest forms of artHigh-speed trainsThese superfast trains carry people between Japan’s major cities  at speeds of up to  200 mph (320 kph). Trains that travel  even faster are  on their way.KagoshimaSEA OF JAPAN/EAST SEAPACIFIC OCEANShikokuOsumi IslandsOsakaMount Aso PotteryIse ShrineTokyo SkytreeNagoyaKōchiKEYVolcanoesCherry blossomHot springsNATURAL FEATURESPRODUCEINDUSTRYRiceFishingCarsElectronicsIseSCALE100 kilometers00100 milesYokohamaHamamatsuHiroshimaKitakyūshūFukuokaSOUTHKOREATokyoBullet trainsKon’nichiwa!HelloKyūshūKinkaku-jiTempleThis popular tourist attraction in Kyōto is  also known as the  Golden TempleKytoACTIVITIESHikingRyukyu IslandsYaeyamaIslandsOkinawaNahaFujiSaitamaNaganoKawasakiSCALE100 kilometers0100 miles0TottoriKobe
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Ha Long BayThis bay in northern Vietnam is famous  for its dramatic landscape. More than 1,000 small islands, topped by trees, tower above the sea.Angkor WatThis 12th-century temple is the world’s largest religious monument. Today, it is a symbol of Cambodia and appears on the country’s ﬂag.Southeast Asian foodSoutheast Asia has many  unique dishes. These include  Vietnamese pho, a soup with noodles, meat, and vegetables. Crunchy, fried crickets are  also a delicacy.Muay ThaiThai kickboxing, known as Muay Thai, is a popular sport in ThailandBangkokTuk-tukThese three-wheeled motor vehicles are used as taxis in ThailandMalaysia’s kite makersMalaysia has a tradition of making  colorful kites in complex shapes.  One of the largest is the wau bulan,  or moon kite, which is one of  Malaysia’s national symbols.Wat Phra KaewThis Bangkok temple houses a sacred statue, known as the Emerald BuddhaWater buffaloThese massive, strong animals are used to plow rice ﬁeldsRoyal PalaceThe king of Cambodia and  his family live in  this palace in  Phnom PenhPetronas Twin TowersAt 1,483 ft (452 m) this pair of skyscrapers are the tallest twin towers in the worldBadmintonBadminton is a popular sport in Indonesia, which has produced many top-class playersRafflesia arnoldiiflowerThis rain forest ﬂower is the  largest in the world, measuring up to  3 ft (1 m) acrossBorobudur Temple CompoundsThis ancient site in Java is one of the world’s greatest Buddhist monumentsHanoiDa NangPhnom PenhHo Chi MinhMedanChiang MaiPutrajayaPalembangPontianakJakartaKuchingPhuketANDAMAN SEAAndamanIslandsNicobarIslandsVIETNAMCAMBODIATHAILANDMALAYSIAPhoFried cricketsLAOSMYANMARGULF OF THAILANDSumatraOCEANINDIANCHINASINGAPOREGeorge TownSOUTHEAST ASIA
Southeast Asia is a diverse region of many countries and small islands. Much of the mainland is mountainous and is covered with thick forests.  The area is the home of fragrant spices and historic temples. The ancient architecture and sandy beaches make this region very popular with tourists.Making a moon kiteVientianeKuala LumpurSCALE200 kilometers00200 miles
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 105OrangutanThese endangered apes only live in the rain forests of Borneo and Sumatra. The name orangutan means “man of  the forest.”Toraja HouseThis traditional house on stilts is built by the Toraja people of the island of SulawesiGreater Bird of ParadiseThese beautiful birds live in the rain forests of New GuineaKaraokeSinging karaoke  songs is a popular form of entertainment in the PhilippinesNutmeg and clovesSpicy nutmeg and cloves are harvested in these Indonesian islands in the Molucca SeaMakassarSamarindaManokwariJayapuraKota KinabaluCebuTaclobanRoxas CityJavanese shadow puppetHand-operated puppets are used to perform shows in Java. The ﬁgures are skillfully operated and illuminated to cast shadows across the stage.JeepneysIn the Philippines, jeepneys are used as public transportation. These decorated vehicles are based on the design of American Jeeps and seat lots of people close together.INDONESIAPHILIPPINESSOUTH CHINA SEACELEBES SEAJAVA SEABANDA SEABorneoJavaNew GuineaPAPUA NEW GUINEAMOLUCCA SEASULUSEAOCEANPACIFICBRUNEIEAST TIMORBaliManilaSurabayaBanjarmasinPeople riding on a JeepneyDavaoKEYPRODUCESurfingScuba divingBoxingCoral reefACTIVITIESINDUSTRYCoconutsCoffeeRiceTeaCocoaPigsPalm oilCornSugar caneRubberRubies and sapphiresFinancePearlsGasOilLumberManadoNATURAL FEATURESDiliTurtlesNSEW
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Burj Khalifa, Dubai, United Arab Emirates2,717 ft (828 m)One World Trade Center, New York City1,776 ft (541.3 m)Q1 Tower, Gold Coast, Australia  1,058 ft (322.5 m) GREAT SITES
Throughout history, humans have built amazing structures  and buildings. These great sites were often built to impress people and as a display of power. In the past, cathedrals and castles were among the largest and most awe-inspiring buildings. Today’s spectacular buildings and structures include towering skyscrapers and long bridges. The Danyang–Kunshan Grand Bridge carries a high-speed railroad over rice paddies, rivers, and lakes.OLDEST BUILDINGThe Megalithic Temples of Malta were constructed 5,500 years ago and are among the oldest buildings that still stand today. They were used for religious ceremonies. Six of the tallest buildings Tall skyscrapers are built in cities, where land is expensive. Each of these buildings is the tallest on their respective continents. The Burj Khalifa in Asia is the tallest building in the world.  It has 163 ﬂoors and contains  apartments, restaurants,  hotel rooms, and oﬃces.Lakhta Center, St. Petersburg, Russia  1,516 ft (462 m)Gran Torre Santiago, Santiago, Chile, 984 ft (300 m)SouthAmericaNorthAmericaAustralasiaEuropeAsiaIconic Tower, the New Administrative Capital (NAC),  Egypt (to be completed in  2023), 1,265 ft (385.5 m)AfricaDanyang–Kunshan Grand Bridge, Jiangsu, China, 102.4 miles (164.8 km) AsiaLake Pontchartrain Causeway, New Orleans, USA 23.83 miles (38.35 km) North America6th October Bridge, Cairo, Egypt 12.7 miles (20.5 km) AfricaRio–Niterói Bridge, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 8.26 miles (13.29 km) South AmericaMacleay Valley Bridge, New South Wales, Australia 10,500 ft (3,200 m) Australasia Vasco da Gama Bridge, Lisbon, Portugal, 40,500 ft (12,345 m) EuropeFive of the longest bridges  Long bridges are built across rivers, lakes, harbors, valleys, and even swamps and are an important way of connecting communities. These bridges are the longest in their respective continents. 
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 107Ten popular tourist attractions  These 10 great sites are some of the most popular places for tourists to visit. They include historic buildings, religious sites, and ancient monuments. Forbidden City,  Beijing,ChinaGreat Pyramid of Giza,  Giza,EgyptSt. Peter’s  Basilica,   Vatican CityAngkor Wat,  Siem Reap, CambodiaMachu Picchu,    Andes,PeruGolden Gate Bridge,   San Francisco, USAEiffel Tower,   Paris, FranceHagia Sophia,   Istanbul,TurkeyUluru,   Northern Territory,AustraliaLa Sagrada Família,   Barcelona, Spain12345673. CHRIST THE  REDEEMER, BrazilThis huge statue of Jesus Christ is 100 ft (30 m) tall.  It is carved out of soapstone and looms over Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. 2. MACHU PICCHU, Peru4. COLOSSEUM, Italy5. PETRA, Jordan1. CHICHEN ITZA, MexicoNestled in the Andes, this stone city built by the Incas is now in ruins. The name Machu Picchu means “old mountain.”The Romans built this massive, oval-shaped stadium. It could seat more than 50,000 people. Gladiators fought in it.The ancient city of Petra was carved out of rocky cliﬀs. It is  also known as the “Rose City,” because of the rock’s pink color.This ancient city was built by  the Mayans. It has many great stone buildings, including this pyramid, called El Castillo.6. TAJ MAHAL, India7. GREAT WALL OF CHINA, ChinaTaj Mahal means “crown of palaces.” It was built as a tomb for Mumtaz Mahal, wife of the Mogul emperor Shah Jahan.The longest human-made structure, the Great Wall is an amazing sight as it winds its  way through the mountains  of China.New Seven Wonders of the World In 2007, a worldwide survey voted the great sites shown here as being the New Seven Wonders of the World. The original Seven Wonders of the Ancient World included the Great Pyramid at Giza, Egypt.
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4. What is the name of this rock formation in Australia?3. Flying doctors travel across the deserts of which country?1. Which fox lives in the far north of the world?2. Nelson Falls is found on which remote island?
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AUSTRALASIA AND THE POLAR REGIONSThe countries of Australia, New Zealand, and the Paciﬁc Island nations make up Australasia, in the southern half of the world. At the extreme north  and south are the polar regions of the Arctic and Antarctic, where few people live because it is so cold.5. Which Arctic people cut holes  in the ice to  catch ﬁsh? 6. In which  country is this building shaped like a beehive?7. Penguins are found in which  polar region?8. What is the coral reef oﬀ Australia’s coastline called?You can ﬁnd all  the answers and more quizzes on pages 120-121.
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AUSTRALASIA
The vast region of Australasia contains a wide variety of diﬀerent landscapes, ranging from the desert that covers most of Australia to tropical islands dotted around the Paciﬁc Ocean, which are fringed with golden, sandy beaches and coral reefs. There are also large areas of dense rain forest in eastern Australia, Tasmania, Papua New Guinea, and New Zealand.AUSTRALIAPAPUA NEW GUINEAMICRONESIACocos (Keeling) Islands (AUSTRALIA)Christmas Island (AUSTRALIA)Ashmore and Cartier Islands (AUSTRALIA)NorthernMariana Islands (UNITED STATES)Guam (UNITED STATES)Coral Sea Islands (AUSTRALIA)PALAUTasmaniaTIMORSEAARAFURASEACORALSEAPHILIPPINESEAUluruThis unique, sandstone rock formation rises up majestically from the desert of Australia’s Northern Territory and is of great spiritual and cultural importance to Australia’s First Nations.PerthThis coastal city is the capital of the state of Western Australia. Its center is ﬁlled with modern, high-rise buildings. Although it is one of the world’s most isolated cities, Perth is home to people from many diﬀerent countries and cultures.INDIAN OCEANWesternAustraliaSouthAustraliaQueenslandNorthernTerritoryNew SouthWalesVictoriaThe dotted lines show where these island groups are, as many are too small to show up on this mapSCALE1,000 kilometers00500 miles1,000 miles
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 111NEW ZEALANDSOLOMON ISLANDSFIJITONGANew Caledonia (FRANCE)Lord Howe Island (AUSTRALIA)Norfolk Island (AUSTRALIA)Kermadec Islands (NEW ZEALAND)Niue (NEW ZEALAND)Cook Islands (NEW ZEALAND)American Samoa (UNITED STATES)SAMOATUVALUWallis and Futuna (FRANCE)Tokelau (NEW ZEALAND)French Polynesia (FRANCE)Pitcairn,Henderson,Ducie, and Oeno Islands (UNITED KINGDOM)Kingman Reef (UNITED STATES)Palmyra Atoll (UNITED STATES)Baker and Howland Islands (UNITED STATES)Jarvis Island (UNITED STATES)NAURUWake Island (UNITED STATES)VANUATUChatham Islands (NEW ZEALAND)Bounty Islands (NEW ZEALAND)Antipodes Islands (NEW ZEALAND)Campbell Islands (NEW ZEALAND)Auckland Islands (NEW ZEALAND)TASMAN SEAMacquarie Island (AUSTRALIA)French PolynesiaA group of 118 far-ﬂung Paciﬁc islands makes up this territory  that is governed by France, although it is a long way  from Europe. The islands  have beautiful beaches  and coral reefs.Milford SoundThe waters of this beautiful  fjord, on the southwest coast of New Zealand’s South Island, ﬂow almost  9 miles (15 km) inland from the Tasman Sea. Majestic cliﬀs sweep up 3,900 ft (1,200 m) on either side. Every year, nearly a million people visit this stunning site.PACIFIC OCEANCoral reefs Some of the world’s most colorful corals and tropical fish live in the warm waters of the Paciﬁc Ocean. The most amazing coral reef is the Great Barrier Reef off the northeast coast of Australia.MARSHALL ISLANDSKIRIBATI
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AUSTRALIA
Australia is a huge island between the Indian  and Paciﬁc oceans. The middle of Australia is a vast desert known as the Outback, which is extremely  hot and dry. Most Australians live around the coastal  areas, where it is cooler. Here, many people enjoy outdoor activities, such as surﬁng.TIMOR SEAINDIAN OCEANUluruThe Ghan RailwayThis huge sandstone rock is sacred to Australia’s Aboriginals This railroad  runs from Darwin to Adelaide, a journey of 1,851 miles (2,979 km)KangaroosAustralia is home to many unique animals, including the kangaroo. Kangaroos, like other marsupials, have a pouch in which they carry their young. They move by hopping on their back legs.Great white sharkSun, sand, surfAustralia has long stretches of sandy beaches. People enjoy surﬁng on some of the world’s biggest waves.GREATAUSTRALIANBIGHTThese huge sharks are found in the seas around AustraliaIndian Pacific RailwayThis passenger railroad links Perth, on the west coast, to Sydney, on the east coast KalgoorlieSturt’s Desert PeaThis distinctive wildﬂower is found in dry areasThorny devilThese desert lizards have thorny scales to defend against predatorsPerthDe GreyFortescueAshburtonGascoyneVictoriaBarbecuesMany Australians enjoy cooking and eating outside. Barbecuing is a great way to cook tasty food, like these juicy shrimp.SurﬁngGREATVICTORIADESERTTANAMIDESERTGREAT SANDYDESERTFitzroyG’day!HelloKEYCoalIron OreBauxiteGoldSilverUraniumLumberRESOURCESPRODUCEACTIVITIESCottonVineyardsCattleSheepBananasWheatSugar caneSurfingSkiingScuba divingCricketRugbyDarwinSCALE250 kilometers00250 milesNSEWA baby kangaroo is called a joey
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TORRES STRAIT 113TownsvilleTASMAN SEAGULF OFCARPENTARIAARAFURA SEACORAL SEAPACIFIC OCEANAlice SpringsCairnsGreat Barrier ReefThe world‘s largest coral reefs are oﬀ the northeastern coast of Australia. They cover about the same area as Japan and are a great site for scuba divers.Opera House Sydney is Australia’s oldest and largest city. Its opera house stands in the city’s harbor. It is instantly recognizable because of its dramatic shape. The roofs look like the sails of a ship.Cape Byron LighthouseThree Sisters RocksNelson FallsThis waterfall is in the Tasmanian Wilderness areaThis bright lighthouse on Australia’s easternmost point  helps keep ships safe This sport has two teams of 18 players and is only played professionally  in AustraliaOpalAustralia’s national gemstone is found in many bright  colors, including green,  blue, and yellow These lakes dry up and disappear in hot, dry monthsKoalaThese marsupials sleep for 20 hours a day, and only eat the leaves of the eucalyptus (gum) treeMacadamia nutsMacadamia trees are native to Australia and their nuts are a tasty  food cropBrisbaneDuck-billedPlatypusThis egg-laying mammal is only found in AustraliaAll kinds of colorful ﬁsh make their home among the corals of the Great Barrier ReefThis formation of three towering rocks is in the Blue Mountains Kakadu National ParkFirst Nations paintings of European ships arriving  in the 18th century feature  on rocks in this parkSydneyAustralian footballMelbourne CupTasmaniaThis major horse race is one of the biggest sporting events in AustraliaPaddle SteamerThese traditional paddle steamer boats still travel on the Darling and Murray riversFirst Nations The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples near Papua New Guinea are the ﬁrst peoples of Australia. Some have held onto their traditions and are skilled at ﬁnding food in the bush.Flying DoctorsTo reach remote areas, doctors have to travel  in light aircraftHobartMitchellFlindersMurrayDarlingGREAT BARRIER REEFPAPUANEW GUINEASIMPSON DESERTAUSTRALIAAdelaideGathering water liliesMelbourneCanberraTasmanian devilThese ﬁerce animals are the size of a small dog and only live in the wild in Tasmania. They are named “devils” because of their aggressive character.
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Pohutu Geyser“Pohutu” means explosion or big splash. Hot water from this geyser spurts up into the air about  20 times a day, reaching heights of around  100 ft (30 m).KiwiThis ﬂightless bird is native to  New Zealand. It is the country’s national symbol and appears on  coins and badges. New Zealanders are often referred to as “Kiwis.” This huge tree only grows on New Zealand’s North Island. It can be up to 165 ft (50 m) tall with a 16 ft (5 m ) diameter trunk The Māori people built wooden meeting houses, often with detailed carving on the outsideThis active volcano last erupted in the mid-19th centuryThe government works in this building. It is known as “the Beehive” because of its shapeNapier has many Art Deco buildings, which were built after an earthquake in the 1930sAll Blacks rugby teamThe All Blacks is the nickname of the national men’s rugby union team.  It is one of the best rugby teams in the world. The men perform a haka,  a traditional Māori  war dance, before each international match.Māori clubMāori warriors used short-handled clubs to strike their enemies in battle. They were made from wood, whale  bone, hard volcanic rock,  or iron. Some were  elaborately carved.Mt TaranakiTASMAN SEAPACIFIC OCEANCarved meeting houseKauriArt Deco building“Beehive” Parliament buildingNorth IslandWaikatoBAY OF PLENTYHawke BayLake TaupoWellingtonNelsonBlenheimPalmerston NorthRotoruaNapierAucklandHamiltonNew PlymouthThe hakaGisborneWhangareiNSEWSCALE50 kilometers0050 milesKEYHydrolectric powerOilGasCoalGold INDUSTRYPRODUCESheepCattleVineyardsApples and pearsPeachesWheatSkiingHikingFishingMountain bikingWhite-water raftingSailingHot springsACTIVITIESNATURAL FEATURESEarthquakesVolcanoes
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 115Cardboard CathedralAn earthquake severely damaged Christchurch’s cathedral  in 2011. A cardboard, steel, and lumber  replacement was built nearby to use while repairs are carried out. GlaciersNew Zealand has many glaciers, mostly on South Island. One of the largest is the Franz Josef glacier, named after an Austrian emperor by a German explorer. This massive block of ice is 7½ miles (12 km) long.Large numbers  of sperm whales feed in the waters near KaikouraThis very rare parrot cannot ﬂy. It is also called the owl parrot, because it only comes out at night Despite its remote location, this beautiful fjord is one of New Zealand’s most visited sitesThis impressive church seats  more than  1,000 peopleNew Zealand’s climate is ideal for growing grapes for making wineMāori dancersSperm whaleKiwi fruitGreen-lipped musselsSauvignon BlancMilford SoundFirst ChurchKakapoSouth IslandFIORDLANDCluthaWaitakiSOUTHERN ALPSFarming and ﬁshingNew Zealand exports its produce all  over the world. It is famous for its lamb and juicy, green-ﬂeshed kiwi fruit. Large, green-lipped mussels live around the coast and are also farmed.PACIFIC OCEANKaikouraMāoriMāoris were the ﬁrst people to arrive in New Zealand, nearly 1,000 years ago. Today, they make up less than a quarter of the population, but interest in their culture is growing. Children can now learn the Māori language in school.Stewart IslandInvercargillNEW ZEALAND
New Zealand is one of the world’s most isolated countries, being nearly 930 miles (1,500 km) from its nearest neighbor, Australia. It is made up of two large islands and several smaller ones. Farmland and forests cover much of the country. Volcanic activity has created many high mountains and hot springs.DunedinChristchurchGreymouthHiking on Franz Josef glacierHello!
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ANTARCTICA
Antarctica is the coldest and driest continent on Earth. More than 99 percent of the land is covered by a huge ice sheet, which is up to 23⁄4 miles (4.5 km) thick in places. No people live there permanently, but scientists and tourists visit to study this icy world and its unique animals and plants. SOUTHERNOCEANRONNEICE SHELFANTARCTIC PENINSULAWEDDELLSEANeumayer (Germany)Halley VI (UK)Belgrano II (Argentina)Esperanza (Argentina)Capitán Arturo Prat (Chile)Rothera (UK)FILCHNERICE SHELFPatagonian toothfishIcebergTOAFRICATOSOUTHAMERICAAntarctic stationsScientists live and work  in Antarctica in research stations. Halley VI is a British station that has eight units, which can be moved independently. Each unit sits above the ice on stilts with skis.Emperor penguinsPenguins cannot ﬂy. Instead, they use their wings to swim underwater to search for krill and ﬁsh. Emperor penguins breed on the ice during the winter, with each pair raising one chick.Larsen B Ice ShelfThis huge area of ice on the edge of the Weddell Sea melted and  broke up in 2002 as a result of  global climate change.KrillThe cold waters of the  Southern Ocean are full  of krill. These little shrimplike animals are the main source of  food for many birds and whales.Halley VI dining unitSanae (South Africa)Icebergs are huge, ﬂoating chunks of ice that have broken oﬀ ice shelves and glaciersThis species of cod iceﬁsh is ﬁshed by trawlers from South AmericaFossil fernPlant fossils found in Antarctica show that the continent was once much warmer than it is nowSCALE500 kilometers00250 miles500 milesWest AntarcticaLimit of summer pack iceLimit of winter pack iceThis large seabird often robs other birds of their ﬁsh catchWeddell sealWeddell seals can hold their breath for up to an hour when feeding beneath the iceSouth polar skuaMinke whaleThese small whales are at home in the Southern Ocean
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 117KEYResearch  stationFishing trawlerOTHERNATURAL FEATURESTRANSANTARCTIC MOUNTAINSROSS ICESHELFSouth Geomagnetic PoleSOUTHERNOCEANMaitri (India)Syowa (Japan)Davis (Australia)Zhongshan (China)Vostok (Russia)Dumont d’Urville (France)Scott (NZ)McMurdo (USA)Amundsen–Scott (USA)Mario Zucchelli (Italy)Taishan (China)Leopard sealAdélie penguinResearch ship TOAUSTRALIA TONEW ZEALANDRugbyRace to the South PoleExplorers competed to be the ﬁrst people to reach the South Pole, the southernmost point on Earth. Norwegian adventurer Roald Amundsen led the ﬁrst successful team there in 1911.MeteoritesRocks from space that land on the Earth’s surface are called meteorites. Thousands of meteorites have been collected from Antarctica, including ones from the Moon and the planet Mars.Scientists examining a meteoriteRoald AmundsenThis powerful seal eats krill, penguins, and other sealsMore than 2 million pairs of Adélie penguins breed around Antarctica every year, nesting  on ice-free areas of rockThese ships can break through ice up to  3 ft (1 m) thickIce MarathonSouth  PoleEast AntarcticaROSS SEA  Every summer, Scott station rugby club plays a game on the snow against a team from McMurdo stationThe Ice Marathon has been held every summer since 2006, and even the penguins have been known to join in!The wandering albatross  is found across the  Southern OceanVolcanoSeabirdsFishCross-country skiingACTIVITIESThe snow petrel is  one of the few birds to have been seen  at the South PoleWandering  albatrossSnow petrel


[image: background image]
ARCTICOCEANEASTSIBERIANSEACHUKCHI SEATHE ARCTIC 
The extreme northern edges of the countries of Europe, Asia, and North America lie within the  Arctic region. At its center lies the North Pole.  Most of the Arctic is ice, ﬂoating above the Arctic Ocean. In summer, the ice shrinks and chunks break oﬀ into the ocean. In winter, the ice expands. InuvikUSARUSSIAPrudhoe BayBarrowPevekKhatangaWalrusChukchiArctic ternArctic willowBrown lemmingMusk oxKEYOilGoldGasCopperIronINDUSTRYPRODUCEACTIVITIESCross- country skiingPolar bearThe polar bear’s thick fur helps it keep warm in freezing Arctic temperatures. It hunts mainly seals, which it catches through holes  in the ice. It is also a very good swimmer.SCALE250 kilometers00250 milesInuit carvingThe Inuit are an Indigenous people who live in the Arctic regions of the USA, Canada, and Greenland. Art is important in Inuit culture, and craftworkers make sculptures out of natural materials like rock and bone.Lemmings live  on the tundra,  a treeless area around the ArcticThis tiny willow is the northernmost woody plant in the worldThese birds breed in  the Arctic, when it is summer there, then ﬂy  to Antarctica to enjoy  the southern summerMusk oxen use their large, curved horns to defend themselves against polar bears and wolvesThe Arctic Circle is an imaginary circle that marks the edge of the Arctic regionThe Chukchi people  of the Russian Arctic depend on their caribou heards for food and transportationWalruses hunt for food in the sea and rest on land or ﬂoating iceTiksiSalmonBEAUFORTSEALAPTEVSEAAnchorage
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 119BARENTSSEAVorkutaNoril’skLongyearbyenSisimiutGREENLANDDaneborgFINLANDSWEDENPond InletSavissivikNORWAYCANADAGREENLANDSEAInuit ice fishingArctic foxArctic hareSperm whaleSeed vaultArctic CathedralIce breakerMurmanskSubmarineNenetSami embroiderySvalbardSami embroidery and shoesThe Sami are the Indigenous people  of Lapland. Traditional Sami crafts  include colorful embroidery and  fur clothing, including footwear. Inuit coatThe Inuit need thick, warm clothing to survive in the freezing Arctic winters. Coats are traditionally made from animal furs, which help trap heat.Northern LightsDark nightsThe Arctic has long, dark nights in winter, and for many days the Sun does not rise  at all. Some nights, the colorful Northern Lights, or Aurora Borealis, can be seen ﬂashing across the sky.The Arctic hare is white, making it hard to see against the snowThe Inuit cut holes in the ice to catch ﬁsh swimming in the water belowArctic foxes hunt Arctic hares and have to be quick to catch themSperm whales  dive deep to hunt for octopus and squid, including giant squidThis cathedral in Tromsø, Norway, has a distinctive triangular shapeShips with thick, strong hulls are used to break through sea iceThe Nenet people are caribou herders and live in “chum” tents, made out of caribou hides Submarines can pass under the frozen ice and travel directly through the North PoleNorthGeomagnetic PoleNorth PoleThe seed vault in Svalbard preserves samples of diﬀerent seeds from around the world to make sure they don’t die outArctic poppyThe hardy Arctic poppy has delicate yellow ﬂowersTromsØBAFFINBAYICELANDARCTIC CIRCLEKARA SEA(DENMARK)
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120ATLASPICTURE QUIZ
23156748910This huge island has a vast hot and dry area in the middle known as the OutbackThis icy country is in the far north of EuropeThis sunny country lies on the edge of Western EuropeThis large Asian country has contrasting landscapesThis long, thin South American country has mountains and desertsThis fertile country in the southern hemisphere is made up of two main islandsThis Asian country is made up of four main islandsThis long, thin country is shaped like a bootAll kinds of amazing animals are unique to this African islandThis North American country is the second biggest in the worldNAME THE COUNTRYHere are the outlines of some of the countries that appear in this atlas. Can you name them? Look at the clues to help you. The answers are on page 121.
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Answers: Pages 8–9 North America: 1.Mount Rushmore, 2.Dominican Republic, 3.Toronto, 4.Mexico, 5.New York, 6.Colorado River, 7.Inuit, 8.Panama Canal. Pages 22–23 South America: 1.Rio de Janeiro, 2.Andes,  3.Colombia, 4.Chile, 5.Brazil, 6.Argentina, 7.Spectacled bear, 8.Peru. Pages 34–35 Africa: 1.Tuareg, 2.Kenya, 3.Libya, 4.Feluccas, 5.Congo, 6.South Africa, 7.Zambia, 8.Madagascar. Pages 50–51 Europe: 1.Corsica,  2.St. Basil’s Cathedral, 3.England, 4.Salzburg, 5.Czechia (Czech Republic), 6.France, 7.Danube River, 8.Spain. Pages 80–81 Asia: 1.India, 2.Turkey (Türkiye), 3.China, 4.Mongolia, 5.Taiwan, 6.China, 7.Tokyo Skytree, 8.South Korea Pages 108–109 Australasia and the Polar Regions: 1.Arctic fox, 2.Tasmania, 3.Australia, 4.Uluru (Ayers Rock), 5.Inuit, 6. New Zealand, 7.Antarctica, 8.Great Barrier Reef. Pages 120 Name the Country: 1.Australia, 2.India, 3.Portugal, 4.Chile, 5.Iceland, 6.Japan, 7.New Zealand, 8.Canada, 9.Italy, 10.Madagascar. Pages 121 Guess the Icon: 1.Chile, 2.Algeria, 3.New Zealand, 4.Giraﬀe, 5.Arctic, 6.Netherlands, 7.Jordan, 8.Arctic, 9.China, 10.Los Angeles, 11.New Zealand, 12.Peru, 13.Lake Baikal, 14.Myanmar, 15.Iraq, 16.India, 17.Antarctica, 18.Zambia, 19.Tower of Pisa, 20.Denmark, 21.Romania, 22.San Francisco, 23.Patagonian toothﬁsh.10. Where would  you ﬁnd stars embedded in the sidewalk?2. In which  North African country is this ancient theater?22. Which city  in the US is famous for its cable cars?4. Which animal  is this okapi  related to?12. In which mountainous country does the llama live?1. In which  country would  you ﬁnd the Atacama desert?20. In which  country would you ﬁnd the Little Mermaid?6. Which country did the artist Vincent van Gogh come from?18. In which  African country is Nshima eaten?23. What’s the name of this strange-looking ﬁsh?5. In which  region would you  ﬁnd this hare?8. Where would  you ﬁnd a  poppy with yellow ﬂowers? 19. What’s the  name of this Italian leaning tower?17. On which continent is the  Ice Marathon  held?21. The gymnast Nadia Comāneci came from which country?9. In which country would you ﬁnd the Forbidden City?13. This seal lives  in which huge lake in Russia?7. Which Asian  country is the  black iris the symbol of?15. In which  Asian country  would you ﬁnd the  ziggurat of Ur?16. In which  country would you ﬁnd this Odissi dancer?14. In which  country would you ﬁnd the Shwethalyaung Buddha?3. In which country does the kakapo make its home?11. In which  country would you ﬁnd Mt. Taranaki? 121All these colorful icons appear somewhere in this book. See if you can answer these questions about them. The answers are at the bottom of the page.GUESS THE ICON
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122AboriginalsOriginal or ﬁrst-known inhabitants of a countryannexationWhen a state declares sovereignty or power over another territoryartifactHuman-made object, generally of historic or cultural interest, such as a painting or a vasecanyonDeep, narrow valley with very steep, rocky sides. A stream or river usually ﬂows through itcapitalCountry’s most important city.  It is where the government usually meets and passes lawsclimateNormal weather pattern during the year in any part of the worldcontinentsSeven large areas of land that the world is divided into: Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australasia, Europe, North America, and South Americacoral reefRocklike structure formed by  a group of corals (simple sea animals) in the warm waters along tropical coasts. countryArea of Earth that is  governed by the same leaders and has the same ﬂag. Most continents are made up of  many diﬀerent countriescropsPlants grown to feed people and animals. Crops need the right soil and climate to grow wellcultureWay of life and beliefs of the people of a region or countrydeltaFlat land formed from material deposited by a river around the area where it enters the sea or ﬂows into a lake. Soil in a delta area is usually very fertiledesertDry region that gets 10 in  (25 cm) or less of rainfall in a year. Deserts can be hot or cold. Only a few animals and plants are able to live in desert areasdunesMounds or ridges of sand that are formed by the wind or ﬂowing water pushing the sand together. They are usually found along beaches or in sandy desertsearthquakeMovement of large blocks of rock beneath the Earth’s surface. Cracks may open up inthe ground, causing buildings to collapse endangeredWord used to describe a species of plant or animal with only a few living members leftequatorImaginary line around the Earth, which is exactly halfway between the North and South Poles. Countries close to the equator are hotter than countries that are farther away from itethnic groupGroup of people who share  the same racial, religious, or cultural backgroundexportsGoods or services that are sold  to another countryextinctWord used to describe a plant or animal species that has no living members. All dinosaurs,  for example, are now extinctfertile landLand where the soil is particularly good for growing crops on fjordLong, narrow bay or inlet, with steep, high, rocky sides. The word is Norwegian and was ﬁrst used to describe the many deep inlets along Norway’s rocky coastfossilRemains or shape of a prehistoric plant or animal that have been preserved in rockgame reserveArea where wild animals are protected from hunters, or where hunting is limited by law. Africa has many game reservesgeyserFountain of hot water and steam that shoots up out of the ground. Geysers form when an underground stream ﬂows over hot, volcanic rocksglacierHuge, thick sheet of ice moving very slowly, either down the side of a mountain or over an area of land. Glaciers help to shape and form the landscapegrasslandsOpen land covered in grass and a few small bushes. Larger plants, such as trees, rarely grow on grasslands. Grasslands are called prairies in the United StatesgulfLarge area of sea that is almost enclosed by land, such as the Gulf of Mexico and Persian Gulfhot (thermal) springPlace where hot water, heated by volcanic activity, ﬂows out of cracks in the groundhurricaneVery violent storm with extremely strong winds that can cause a great deal of damagehydroelectric powerElectricity created by machinery driven by fast-ﬂowing water. Water forced under high pressure through dams built across rivers is often used for this purposeicebergMassive piece of ice that has broken oﬀ from a glacier or ice sheet and ﬂoated out to sea importsGoods or services bought from another countryIndigenousOriginal people from a land  or countryirrigationSupplying water to dry areas  of land, so that crops can grow there. The water is carried or pumped along pipes or ditchesislandPiece of land that has water all around it. Islands occur in oceans, seas, lakes, and riversmigrateMove from one country or region to go and live in another. People migrate for many reasons, such as to ﬁnd work or escape warminePlace where naturally occurring resources (such as coal, iron ore, copper, and gold) and gemstones (such as diamonds and rubies) are dug out of the groundGLOSSARY
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123mineralNatural substance found in  the Earth’s rocks, such as metals  and precious gemstones, which are removed by miningmonsoonStrong wind that blows across south and Southeast Asia. It changes direction as the seasons change, causing very heavy rain from May to SeptembermountainArea of land that rises up much higher than the land around it to form a peak at the top. Some mountaintops are so high that they reach the icy cold air far above Earth, and so have snow on them even in summernational parkArea of countryside that has been preserved in its natural state by the government of a country to protect the wildlife there and for people to enjoy nativePerson linked to a place by birth, or whose family are from the original inhabitants of an area. nomadsPeople who do not live in one ﬁxed place, but move around an area to graze their animals, make a living, and to ﬁnd the best seasonal sources of foodoasisArea of fertile land in the desert. Plants can grow easily there, unlike in the rest of the desert, because water lies on  or very close to the surfaceoceanVery large sea. There are ﬁve oceans: Paciﬁc Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Arctic Ocean, and Southern OceanpampasName given to the vast grasslands found in part of  South AmericapeninsulaStrip of land that is surrounded by water on three of its sidesplainArea of ﬂat, open land with very few trees. Plains are often covered with grass plateauLarge area of high, ﬂat land. Some mountains, such as Table Mountain in Cape Town, South Africa, have a plateau at the toppolar regionArea near to the North or South Pole. Polar regions are covered in a thick layer of ice for most of the year and are extremely coldpopulationTotal number of people living in a given area of land portTown or city on the coast with  a harbor, where boats and ships can load or unload goods and let passengers board or get oﬀprovinceOﬃcially recognized area of a country or state. Provinces often have their own leaders, although they are still governed by the laws of the country they are part of rain forestDense forest with very high rainfall. Most are near the equator and are also very hotrapidsPart of a river that is moving at great speed, because it is ﬂowing over very steep ground. reservoirLarge natural or artiﬁcial lake, where water is collected and stored for people to use in homes, businesses, industry,  and farmingriverLarge stream of water that ﬂows from a high place to a lower place. Rivers start as small streams high up in the mountains and ﬂow down into the seasafariJourney that involves looking  at wild animals in their natural surroundings. It usually refers to trips taken in AfricasavannaName given to open grasslands in tropical and subtropical countriesseaLarge body of saltwater. Seas (including oceans) cover most of the Earth’s surfacesea levelAverage level of the surface of the world’s seas and oceans.  The height of land is given as how far it is above sea level.  The depth of a sea or ocean is given as how far it is below  sea levelshrublandArea of land covered in lots  of small trees and bushes, as  well as diﬀerent types of grassspeciesDistinct group of animals or plants that share similar featuresstateNation or territory that is organized as a community under one governmentsteppeName given to the vast, grassy plains that stretch from Eastern Europe right across central AsiaterrainArea of land, usually with  a particular feature, such as mountains or grassy plainsterritoryArea of land that belongs to  a particular country or state tornadoSpinning cloud of very strong wind. Tornadoes will destroy almost anything in their pathtribeGroup of people who share the same culture and history. It usually refers to people who live together in traditional communites, far from cities and townstropicalConditions found in areas near the Equator. Tropical weather, for example, is very hot and wetvalleyLow area of land between hills or mountainsvegetationType of plants found in an area  of land volcanoMountain or hill that may erupt, pouring out hot lava (molten rock) from a crater in its topwetlandsLand with wet, spongy soil,  such as a marsh or swamp. Many animals and plants specialize in living in wetlandswildlifeWild animals that live in  an area of land
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126modern sites Akorda Presidential Palace (Astana)    84 Aswan Dam (Egypt) 40 Burj Khalifa (Dubai) 106 Carlton Centre (Johannesburg) 106 Christ the Redeemer (Rio de Janeiro)    29, 107 Eden Project (England) 57 Federation Towers (Moscow) 106 Gran Torre Santiago (Santiago, Chile)    106 Halley VI Antarctic station 116 International Space Station 85 Kumsusan Palace of the Sun (Pyongyang)    100 One World Trade Center (New York)    106 Sydney Opera House (Australia) 113 see also bridgesMohenjo-daro (Pakistan) 21Monaco 53, 59Mongolia 32, 83, 98–9monsoons 21Mont Blanc (France/Italy) 53Montréal 13Monument Valley (USA) 10Morocco 38Moscow (Russia) 33, 53mosques, see religious sitesmountains 5, 78–9 The Alps 53, 61 Andes 24, 27, 30 Carpathian Mountains (Romania) 72,    73 High Tatra (Poland/Slovakia) 69 Himalayan Mountains 78, 82, 94,    96 Hindu Kush 92 K2 (Pakistan) 78 Kangchenjunga (India/Nepal) 78 Lhotse (Nepal) 78 Makalu (China/Nepal) 78 Mount Everest (Nepal) 48, 78, 96 Mount Fuji (Japan) 103 Mount Paektu (North Korea) 100 Pirin Mountains (Bulgaria) 73 Rocky Mountains 10 Sugar Loaf Mountain (Rio de Janeiro,   Brazil) 29, 48 Table Mountain (South Africa)  37,    46 see also volcanoesMuhammad, the Prophet 91Mumbai (India) 94, 95mummies 40music, see culture and the artsMyanmar 97NNasser, Lake (Egypt) 40natural wonders 48–9 Blyde River Canyon (South Africa)    46 Cliﬀs of Moher (Ireland) 57 Copper Canyon (Mexico) 16 Cotton Palace (Turkey) 86 Death Valley (California, USA) 21 Franz Josef glacier (New Zealand)    115 Grand Canyon (USA) 48 Great Barrier Reef (Australia) 48, 111,    113 Ha Long Bay (Vietnam) 104 Milford Sound (New Zealand) 111 Monument Valley (USA) 10 Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) 48,   119 Pohutu Geyser 114 Pulpit Rock (Norway) 54 Rio de Janeiro Harbour (Brazil) 48 Taroko Gorge (Taiwan) 99 Uluru (Australia) 107, 110 see also caves; lakes; mountains; rivers;   volcanoes; waterfallsNepal 78, 96Netherlands 60New Seven Wonders of the World 107New York (USA) 11, 15New Zealand 109, 110, 111, 114–15Niagara Falls (Canada/USA) 13Nicaragua 18Nigeria 42nights, Arctic 119Nile, River 37, 40North Africa 38–9North America 6, 8–19North Korea 100–1North Pole 118Northern Europe 52, 54–5Northern Ireland 56Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) 48,   119Norway 52, 54–5nuts, see produceOorchids 47Orinoco, River 78Oymyakon (Russia) 21PPaciﬁc Islands 109, 110, 111paddy ﬁelds 83Paektu, Mount (North Korea) 100Pakistan 93palaces, see historic sites; modern sitesPalenque (Mexico) 17Palestinian territories 89Pampas 25, 31Pamukkale (Turkey) 86Panama 18Papua New Guinea 105, 110Parícutin Volcano (Mexico) 48Paris (France) 52, 107Patagonia 31people  Native Americans 9, 14 Aztecs 16 Bedouin tribes 89 First Nations 110, 113 First people 12 gauchos 31 gladiators 67, 70 Haida 12 Inuits 118, 119 Maasai 41 Māoris 114, 115 Mayans 16, 17, 18, 107  Native Americans 9, 14 Navajo tribe 14 Quechua 27 Romans 39, 67, 70, 86, 88 Safavid dynasty 90 Sami 54, 119 sapeurs 44 sherpas 96 Umayyad Caliphate 88 Vikings 55 Yanomami tribe 28 Yoruba tribe 42 Zulus 46Perth (Australia) 110, 112Peru 24, 27Petra (Jordan) 89, 107Philadelphia (USA) 15Philippines 105Pirin Mountains (Bulgaria) 73Pohutu Geyser 114Poland 68–9polar regions 109, 116–19 climate 20Polynesia, French 111population 32–3Portugal 64Prague (Czech Republic) 68produce apricots 92 Asian pears 100 avocados 19 blackcurrants 69 canola oil 13 cassavas 45 caviar 90 Chinese cabbage 100 cocoa beans 43 coconuts 18 coﬀee 28, 41, 61, 67, 87, 89 cotton 40 dates 90 ﬂax 13 gooseberries 69 grapes 30, 58 green-lipped mussels 115 honey 71 kiwi fruit 115 limes 19 maple syrup 13 okra 43 olive oil 65 oranges 28 peaches 30 pineapples 18 pistachios 92 plantains 43 pomegranates 92 potatoes 27 raspberries 69, 77 rice 83 roses 73 saﬀron 90 spices 94 sunﬂowers 58 sweet potatoes 45 tea 56, 89 vanilla 47 walnuts 71 wine 30, 58Puerto Rico 19Pula (Croatia) 70Pyongyang (North Korea) 100QQ1 Tower (Gold Coast, Australia) 106Qatar 82Rrainfall 21rain forest Amazonian 24, 28, 48 Congo 44Ramnefjellsfossen (Norway) 49religious sites Cardboard Cathedral (Christchurch)    115 Church of St George (Ethiopia) 41 Faisal Mosque (Islamabad) 93 Golden Temple of Dambulla   (Sri Lanka) 95 Haghia Sophia (Istanbul) 107 Hassan II Mosque (Casablanca) 38   Hazrat Sultan Mosque (Astana) 84 Horezu Monastery (Romania) 72 Jerusalem (Israel) 89 Metéora monasteries (Greece) 74 Nasir al-Mulk Mosque (Shiraz) 91   La Sagrada Familia (Barcelona)    107   St Basil’s Cathedral (Moscow) 53   St Peter’s Basilica (Rome) 107   Sultan Ahmed (Blue) Mosque (Istanbul)    86   Trinity Church (Zhovka, Ukraine) 71Rhine, River 62, 63Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 29, 48, 107
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127rivers 78–9 Amazon 24, 78–9 Congo 44, 78 Ganges 78, 82 Indus 93 Irrawaddy 97 Mississippi 78–9 Nile 37, 40, 78–9 Orinoco 78 Rhine 62, 63 Yangtze 78–9 Yenisei 78–9 Zambezi 45Rocky Mountains 10Romania 72–3Rome (Italy) 67, 107roses 73Russia 52 Asian 84–5 European 76–7Ryukyu Islands (Japan) 103SSahara Desert 36, 39, 49San Antonio de Ureca (Equatorial Guinea)  21San Francisco (USA) 14, 107sand dunes 39São Paulo (Brazil) 25, 33Sardinia (Italy) 67Saudi Arabia 90–1saunas 55scale, map 4Scotland 56Seoul (South Korea) 83Seven Natural Wonders of the World   48Shiraz (Iran) 91Sicily (Italy) 67Silk Road 82, 92sites, great 106–7 see also historic sites; modern sites;   natural wonders; religious sitesskiing 61, 68Skradinska Buk waterfalls (Croatia) 70Slaibiya (Kuwait) 21Slovakia 68–9Slovenia 70Snag (Yukon, Canada) 21Soﬁa (Bulgaria) 73Solomon Islands 111South Africa 46South America 6, 22–31 population 33South Korea 100–1South Pole (Antarctica) 21, 117Southeast Asia 104–5space travel 85Spain 64–5sports All Blacks rugby team 114 baseball 15 capoeira 29 chinlone (caneball) 97 cycling 13, 59, 60 hiking 61, 68, 73 hunting 84 ice hockey 12 kendo 102 lucha libre 17 martial arts 102 mountaineering 96 Olympic Games 29 rugby 114 skiing 61, 68 soccer 29 surﬁng 112 tai chi 30 Tour de France 59 Tour de l’Île de Montréal 13Sri Lanka 94, 95steppe 98Stockholm (Sweden) 55subarctic regions 20subtropical climate 20Sudan 36Sugar Loaf Mountain (Rio de Janeiro) 29,  48Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Istanbul) 86Sumatra 104Superior, Lake (Canada/USA) 79Sweden 52, 54–5Switzerland 53, 61Sydney (Australia) 33, 113Syria 88TTable Mountain (South Africa) 37, 46Taiwan 99Tambora, Mount (Indonesia) 79Tanzania 37Taroko Gorge (Taiwan) 99Tasmania (Australia) 110, 113temperate climate 20temperatures 21temples, see religious sitesThailand 104Thera, Mount (Santorini, Greece) 79thermal springs 70, 85, 86, 114, 115Tibet 98Tirat Tsvi (Israel) 21Titicaca, Lake (Bolivia/Peru) 24Tokyo (Japan) 33, 102Tonga 111tourist attractions popular 107 see also historic sites; modern sites;  natural wonders; religious sitesTrans-Alaska Pipeline 12transport cable cars 69 canals 60, 62, 66 gondolas 66 high-speed trains 103 jeepneys 105 scooters 66treasure Aztec ornaments 16 Bactrian gold 92 gemstones 95, 97 jewellery 90 Syrian artefacts 88Trinidad and Tobago 19tropical climate 20Tugela Falls (South Africa) 49Tunisia 38, 39Turkey (Türkiye) 86–7Tutendo (Colombia) 21Tyre (Lebanon) 88UUkraine 71Uluru (Australia) 107, 110United Kingdom 56–7United States of America 10–11, 14–15   population 32, 33VValley of the Roses (Bulgaria) 73Vancouver (Canada) 12Vanuatu 11Vatican City 67, 107vegetables, see produceVenezuela 26Venice (Italy) 66Victoria, Lake (Africa) 79Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zimbabwe) 45,   48Vienna (Austria) 61Vietnam 104Virunga National Park (Congo) 44volcanoes Changbaishan Volcano (China) 79 Etna (Italy) 67 Eyjafjallajökull (Iceland) 54 Kilauea (Hawaii) 10 Mauna Loa (Hawaii) 10 most powerful erruptions 79 Mount Fuji (Japan) 103 Mount Tambora (Indonesia) 79 Mount Thera (Santorini, Greece) 79 Parícutin (Mexico) 48 Vesuvius (Italy) 67Vostok Station (Antarctica) 21WWaialaeale (Hawaii) 21Wales 56, 57Washington, D.C. (USA) 15waterfalls Angel Falls (Venezuela) 26, 49 Browne Falls (New Zealand) 49 Cataratas Gocta (Peru) 49 highest 49 Iguaçu Falls (Brazil/Argentina) 29 Niagara Falls (Canada/USA) 13 Ramnefjellsfossen (Norway) 49 Skradinska Buk waterfalls   (Croatia) 70   Tugela Falls (South Africa) 49   Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zimbabwe)   45, 48West Bank 89wildlife alpacas 31 Alpine marmots 61 Amur tigers 85  bees 71 brown bears 77 camels 36, 40 cattle 31 cobalt blue tarantulas 97 emperor penguins 116 emperor tamarins 27 game reserves 37 giant pandas 98 giraﬀes 41 golden eagles 84 green lizards 87 grizzly bears 12 horses 61, 83, 99 horseshoe bats 72 jaguars 29 kangaroos 112 kiwis 114 krill 116 lemurs 47 Lipizzaner horses 61 markhors 93 marsupials 112 monarch butterﬂies 17 morpho butterﬂies 28 mountain gorillas 44 mussels 60, 115 orangutans 105 peacocks 94 polar bears 118 pygmy hippopotamuses 43 resplendent quetzals 18 salmon 85 scarlet macaws 26 southern yellow-billed hornbills    45 Spanish Riding School (Vienna)    61 striped hyenas 38 swimming pigs 19 Tasmanian devils 113 tomato frogs 47 veiled chameleons 91 wildebeest 37 yellowﬁn tuna 41The World 6–7XYZYaeyama Islands (Japan) 103Yangtze, River 78–9Yenisei, River 78–9Zambezi, River 45Zambia 45Zimbabwe 45
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